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Herron’s Furniture in Napoleon, Ohio offers a wide variety of high quality Amish Furniture and other fur-
nishings for your home and office.

By Christine Smallman

Countdown to Christmas
With the current date 

being December 16, 2025, 
there are only 9 days left 
until Christmas!

It’s a great time for last-
minute shopping, wrapping 
gifts, and getting into the 
festive spirit for the big day!. 

Some of the numerous 
activities to prepare for that 
day are:

Shopping: You’ve got 
about a week and a half for 
online orders and in-store 
purchases.

Decorating: Time to put 
up the final touches!

Festivities: Enjoy holiday 
parties, baking, and cozy 
nights at home. 

Christmas cards: Send-
ing out your yearly cards 
and Christmas letter.

It’s the peak of the holi-
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December 17 - 23
Poor Will’s Almanack

The third Week of December
The Second Week of Early Winter

If we are to live in the present, being truly 
alive, then everything recedes except these 
simple things that we observe, these particular 
movements that we make, a walk in the garden, 
the watching of birds.

� Robert Orwell

Record Average Temperatures For The 
Farmland News Area

(Toledo Station)

December 17: Record High: 58 - 1877 Record 
Low:  - 8 - 1951 Average High: 35 Average Low: 20

December 18:	 Record High: 56 - 1939 Record 
Low:  - 7 - 1945 Average High: 34 Average Low: 20

December 19:	 Record High: 59 - 1895 Record 
Low:  - 8 - 1884 Average High: 34 Average Low: 20

December 20:	 Record High: 62 - 1895 Record 
Low:  - 7 - 1963 Average High: 34 Average Low: 19

December 21: Record High:  63 - 1967 Record 
Low: - 15 - 1989 Average High: 34 Average Low: 19

December 22:	 Record High: 61 - 1949 Record 
Low: - 19 - 1989 Average High: 34 Average Low: 19

December 23:	 Record High: 59 - 1941 Record 
Low: - 11 - 1960 Average High: 33 Average Low: 19

The Moon in December
The Moon: The Moon is full on December  5
The Moon enters its last quarter on  Decem-

ber 14
The The Moon is new on December 20
he Moon enters its second quarter on Decem-

ber 27

Sun Time: Between the 19th and the 25th, the 
day’s length remains steady at about nine hours 
20 minutes for most of the region, the shortest 
span of the year. Winter Solstice occurs on De-
cember 21 at 10:02 a.m.

The Stars: you go outside an hour or so be-
fore sunrise, look up to find the Big Dipper high 
overhead, its winter position before dawn. Like 
the hands of a great clock, the Dipper’s motion 
around the North Star tells the time of year. 

When it lies in the west before sunrise, daf-
fodils bloom.

With the Dipper deep along the Southern ho-
rizon in the early morning dark, lilies and roses 
are flowering.

And when the Dipper has moved to the east-
ern sky, the first leaves are starting to turn for 

autumn.
Shooting Star Time: The Ursid Meteors fall 

after midnight at the rate of about five to ten per 
hour on December 21 and 22. 

Weather  Trends
December 15 Front: The coldest December 

days, those with better than a 35 percent chance 
for temperatures in the 20s or below, all come 
within several days of this front.  

The most bitter day in December weather his-
tory is the 19th, with a 30 percent chance for 
highs only in the teens.

Zeitgebers: 
Events in Nature that Tell the Time of Year: 

Instead of hundreds of wild flowers changing 
the landscape weekly, winter brings the gift of 
constancy.  

The black centers of the empty milkweed pods 
face the sun, free from change, hiding nothing. 

Basal leaves of thistle and garlic mustard lie 
flat, close to the ground; they remain passive and 
unmoving until March.  

Sleek heads of ironweed, dry and soft, wait 
for sparrows week after week.  

Only one flower blossoms in the warmest 
years: the skunk cabbage in the swamp; it often 
stays in bloom all winter, long enough for almost 
anyone to find it. 

Farm and Garden Time: 
Be on the lookout for small whiteflies that 

may have come indoors on the house plants you 
kept outside during the summer. 

Whiteflies seem harmless enough in early 
winter, but they can get out of hand by February 
and destroy otherwise healthy plants. 

Also look for the tiny spider mites with a 
magnifying glass when leaves begin to become 
discolored or diseased. 

Scale insects (looking a little like elongated 
bumps on plant leaves and stems) may have tak-
en over your spider plants during the late sum-
mer. 

If you see them on one plant, they may be on 
others.

Mind and Body Time: 
When the barometer falls in advance of the 

Christmas cold front and the New Year’s cold 
front, your emotions could also take a tumble..

And arthritis, sinusitis and old surgical sites 
may also cause you problems until those weath-
er systems pass through. 

Creature Time 
(for fishing, hunting, feeding, bird watching): 

As the barometer falls in advance of the De-
cember 20 and December 25 cold fronts, fishing 
and hunting should improve. 

Increase the amount of seed and suet avail-
able for weather worsens. 

The birds not only provide entertainment and 

company, they often stay throughout the year 
eating insects. Some people put out decorative 
seed wreaths for the holidays. 

Squirrels, partial to dried Indian corn, enjoy 
playing on spinning devices that make them 
work for their treats.

	

Journal
Several years ago, I took our two bulldogs out 

for a walk in the woods. It had snowed a few 
more inches over night, for a total of several feet 
in some places, and we were the first to navigate 
the path.

The dogs worked their way through the high 
snow, the puppy, six months old, breaking trail 
with his chest. 

The older bulldog was invigorated by the cold, 
ranged on ahead, leaping fallen trees, cacing bcd 
from time to time for reassurance and to check 
the puppy.

Above the dam, the river was frozen over. 
Below, in the open channel that led to the 

mill, the water was black and the current strong 
and loud. 

Halfway to the old sycamore where vultures 
used to roost, a formation of geese flew over 
heading north.

Then at the bend of he river, suddenly there 
was a whinny of robins as we walked into the 
large flock that had been here feeding on honey-
suckle berries since October. 

On both sides of the path, birds moved through 
the undergrowth, calling and playing. 

I felt surround by and included in sseveral 
separate societies then; I was part of the flocks 
and part of the pack.

Making my way through the snow, I thought 
back about the year I used to take a litter of pup-
pies out through the overgrown fields of a farm 
I rented. 

On those walks, I experienced an excitement 
forgotten until today’s outing in the snow, and 
I recognize now how important that excitement 
was and how I miss it.

I think that when I am lonely, it is because 
I’ve slipped too far away from some prerequi-
site communion, a hard running with the pack, a 
romp with my clan. 

I think we were all made to dance and cavort 
together in community of species.

Although the lesson for me has much to do 
with my relationships with people (or the lack 
of relationships), I do not seem to learn that that 
lesson from or with other people. 

I only glimpse its truth in these woods with 
the dogs and with the robins, recalling our an-
cestry and our innate design, what we must have 
been and still could be.

Almanack Literature
A Scary Halloween
By Ibbie Ledford

Willard, Ohio 
Just last week, I attended the funeral of my 

cousin and best friend Nellie, whose mind Al-

(Continued on Page 3)
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Why Are Flies So Attracted To My Nose
Words of Inspiration

By Dr. James L. Snyder

Dr. James L. Snyder 
 Ocala, Florida

Phone 1-352-216-3025

e-mail: jamessnyder51@gmail.com
website: www.

jamessnyderministries.com

Van, I am being attacked by these 
frustrating flies. When I sit down in 
the Sissy Van, I buckle my seatbelt 
and then look around very carefully 
to see if there are any flies, and I 
don’t see any.

Somehow, they have a way of 
hiding long enough, then attacking 
my nose.

Finally, Sunday came and The 
Gracious Mistress of the Parsonage 
and I went to our church service as 
we do every week. 

She plays the piano; I lead the 

singing, and then the preaching.
As I began preaching, all of a 

sudden, there was a fly right in front 
of my face. 

I just swatted, hoping to chase it 
away. 

For a few seconds, I didn’t see it 
and thought it had just gone away.

Then it all began. 
The fly landed on my nose, al-

most going up my nostril. 
I chased it away and thought it 

was gone forever. 
However, it came back and land-

zheimer’s disease had destroyed. 
Growing up, Nellie and I had 

been as close as sisters, and vivid 
memories of things we did together 
came flooding back, especially one 
Halloween when my sisters played 
a scary prank on us.

Nellie was spending the night 
with me, as she often did. We want-
ed to go trick-or-treating but we had 
no costumes. 

So Mama gave us each a flour sack, 
a scissors and crayons to make our 
own.

The sacks fit perfectly over our 
heads. 

Places needed for eyes and 
mouths were carefully marked, cut 

out and painted as scary as we could 
make them. 

We put them on and began to 
pester Mama to let us walk down 
to my brother Chock’s house, about 
a quarter of a mile away, to peek in 
the windows and scare him and his 
wife. 

Mama warned us it was very 
dark and we might be afraid, but we 
assured her we wouldn’t. 

After all, we weren’t babies; we 
were ten years old.

As we walked down the road, we 
didn’t feel a bit afraid. 

We watched the moon peek out 
ever so often from behind a cloud to 
light our way. 

As we approached Chock’s house, 
we crept to the window, quickly 
showed our masks, then ducked 

down, trying to muffle our giggles.
Chock, suspecting the goblins 

were Nellie and I, slipped up be-
hind us, and as we lifted our heads 
to peek in the window again, he 
grabbed us and yelled, “Boo!” 

It scared the daylights out of us, 
as he picked us up, one under each 
arm, and carried us into the house 
where his wife, Mae, had teacakes 
and milk waiting.

After we ate our fill, Chock of-
fered to walk us back home, but we 
declined. 

We were giggling and talking 
when we suddenly heard rustling in 
the bushes right beside us. 

Then two white figures, looking 
like what we had been told ghosts 
looked like, lunged at us from the 
roadside.

We ran toward home, screaming 
and crying. 

My body tried to outrun my legs, 
and I fell face-down, sliding in the 
gravel. 

The next thing I knew the 
“ghosts” had me cradled in their 
arms, only they looked a lot like my 
sisters, Margaret and Irene, with 
sheets draped over their heads.

They had meant to scare us but 
never dreamed it would be so trau-
matic.

They made a “pack saddle,” in-
terlocking their arms so I could sit 
on them and hold on to their shoul-
ders, and they carried me home 
with Nellie following, holding on to 
their skirts. 

The packsaddle ride home was 
almost worth the scare.              FN

Throughout my life, I have dealt 
with many “pesky” things that pro-
voke the dickens out of me. 

I sure do miss those “dickens.”
Recently, a new “pesky” thing 

entered my life.
I never knew flies could be so 

dominating in a person’s life. 
After all, they’re just little things 

with wings.
I was having lunch with The Gra-

cious Mistress of the Parsonage, 
and just as we were getting started 
with lunch, a fly buzzed around my 
nose.

I tried swatting him with both 
hands, but only hit my nose. 

The Gracious Mistress of the 
Parsonage looked at me and said, 
“What are you doing?”

I responded, “Don’t you see these 
flies buzzing around me?”

It wasn’t long until that fly came 
at my nose again. 

I clapped my hand on my nose, 
and wouldn’t you know it, I got that 
fly.

Even when riding in the Sissy 

ed on my cheek, then on my ear, 
and I was getting very frustrated. I 
didn’t want anybody to know that I 
was being distracted by this lousy 
fly.

I was preaching, and when I 
preach, I open my mouth. I never 
gave that a thought, but as I was 
preaching, all of a sudden, the fly 
went inside my mouth.

Now I have a dilemma here. 
What do I do? 
How do I get rid of the fly? 
Do you think I should spit it out 

in front of everyone? I didn’t know 
what to do.

I swallowed the fly, hoping no-
body would see what happened.

Did you ever swallow a fly? 
It is the most disgusting experi-

ence I’ve had in my whole life. 
I could feel that fly fluttering 

down my throat, landing in my 
stomach.

I didn’t want anyone to know 
what I just did, so I coughed a little 
and then took a sip from my water 
bottle.�  FN

 FARMLAND NEWS  –  A Gift That Lasts All Year!

XXXX
(Continued From Page 2)
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by Gloria Yoder

Who Sleeps Where?

Should the top bunk be 
reserved for the oldest, or 
should the younger ones 
take a turn in it? 

The novelty of sleeping 
in the top bunk deteriorated 
some years ago.

We were delighted when 
Daniel built two sets of 
sturdy cherry bunk beds for 
the children. 

They met the specs for 
DCFS for those who were 
in the foster system at the 
time. 

There was a girls’ and a 
boys’ room. 

It worked great.
Then Daddy went to 

heaven. 
Things changed. 
Everyone wanted to be 

as close to Mom as they 
could—especially at night. 

Making room for them 
all in my little bedroom 
seemed like the only rea-
sonable thing to do. 

The youngest ones slept 
crosswise on a half bed 
mattress we had placed on 
the floor.

Floor space was basically 
non-existent, but we didn’t 
care. 

We had each other, and 
that was really all that mat-
tered. 

Prior to my husband’s 
death I could not sleep well 
when sandwiched between 
two people when we had 
children with us in bed for 
one reason or another. 

Now I found myself 
sometimes sleeping with up 
to four or five children by 
morning. 

What a faithful God we 
serve—He knows just how 
much we can handle—down 
to allowing us to sleep in 
crowded quarters!

Transitioning back to bed-
rooms has been a stretch, yet 
we need to function as nor-
mally as possible. 

This summer the chil-
dren were completely im-
pressed with sleeping on 
our screened-in deck.

Two queen mattresses 
worked well for all six of 
them.

I recall being in Haiti at 
an orphanage where I was 
enthralled with all these 

dear children. 
When we were told that 

they find comfort in sleep-
ing together, my heart was 
touched. 

Today it makes sense in a 
way that goes deeper than it 
did back then. 

If little hearts are lonely 
or sad, they find comfort in 
being close to others.

Now that summer is long 
gone and the temperatures 
on the deck have dropped 
well below freezing, it is 
a thing of the past for this 
year.

I debated, prayed, and 
debated some more. 

There is a practical way 
to decide on a sleeping ar-
rangement; we just needed 
to find it.

Finally this week I told 
the children I will need 
their help—I have a plan. 

We’ll take apart the bunk 
bed in the boys’ room and 
place a large mattress on 
the floor where the boys can 
all sleep together. 

They were sold on the 
idea. 

I had young helpers as 
we backed out screws, dis-
assembled, and carried out 
piece by piece of the bunk 
bed.

We stood back to survey 
the change and the empty 
spot. 

“I can see where the  
bedpost was,” I remarked, 
referring to smudges on the 
wall.

“I can see where feet 
were,” Julia quipped.

I laughed. 
Yes, that is right. 
This room had a lot of 

loving, and someday it 
could certainly use another 
painting.

I got out some sudsy 
cleaner and sprayed that 
wall while Hosanna and 
Joshua scrubbed away on it. 

We certainly wouldn’t 
want to do without dirt—
surely then we would be 
missing out on healthy 
youngsters or healthy fun.

Once the floor was 
cleaned and dried, we 
fetched a queen mattress 
and placed it in the corner. 
Warm circles chased around 
my heart as I thought of our 
friends, the Razvi family, 

who also used mattresses 
on the floor for their large 
family and had experienced 
the miracle of adoption.

At their house, our chil-
dren loved playing on the 
mattresses on their level 
where they could easily get 
on and off.

Along the front side of 
our mattress, I placed a row 
of pillows for the four boys 
where I could easily reach 
all of them when I came 
to bless them and pray for 
them before they fall asleep.

Bedtime is not perfect, 
but it is precious. 

How well I remember be-
fore Daniel passed, how it 
was one of the most intense 
part of the day for us. 

We both felt like there is 
a better way to get children 
(including those who had 
been through trauma) to 
settle down peacefully in a 
timely manner. 

Today I don’t feel like I 
have found all those keys, 
but I look back and I see 
that God has been faithful 
every one of those nights 
both before and after Dan-
iel’s death.

Before Daniel passed 
there would be times he 
would sing homemade 
songs for the children. 

I knew how exhausted he 
was, yet it brought smiles to 
their faces. 

The songs he made up as 
he went were usually about 
the three young men in the 

fiery furnace and how Jesus 
came to be with them and 
kept them safe in the fire.

Even now as we walk 
this pathway of life there 
are times when it feels fiery, 
and yes, there is One who 
walks with us. 

He keeps us from being 
burned and brings much joy 
and peace.

Last evening we all 
gathered in the boys’ room 
for our bedtime story and 
prayer. 

It is important to the chil-
dren that we pray for pro-
tection over our dreams. 

They notice a distinct 
difference in not having bad 
dreams, especially when 
they personally pray out 
loud about it before falling 
asleep.

And who is supposed 
to make the bed, with four 
boys in it? 

I have yet to find a boy 
who enjoys the job! 

I took Julia’s idea of each 
of them using their own 
blanket then tossing it into a 
tote the next morning. 

Presto. 
Too easy—though I’m 

discovering it’s up to me to 
get even that simple habit 
grooved into their brains of 
placing the blanket where it 
belongs! 

This morning we did a 
practice run before they 
went to school, to simplify 
things for the future—they 
really won’t mature with a 

dozen reminders.

Butterscotch-
Graham Cracker 
Christmas Candy

Saltines or graham 
crackers

1 cup butter (use only 
1-1/2 cups for crunchier 
candy)

1 cup brown sugar
1-1/2 cups chocolate 

chips

Put a single layer of sal-
tine or graham crackers side 
by side (with 4 sides touch-
ing one another) on a 10 
by 15-inch rimmed cookie 
sheet, lined with parchment 
paper.

Bring butter and brown 
sugar to a rolling boil. Boil 
for three minutes.

Spread mixture on top of 
crackers.

Preheat oven to 400 de-
grees.

Bake crackers with sauce 
for 5 minutes.

Remove from heat and 
immediately sprinkle with 
1½ cups chocolate chips. 

Let set three minutes and 
then spread melted chips 
over with a butter knife.

Cool and break into sized 
pieces of your choice.

Readers may write Glo-
ria with culinary or cul-
tural questions at: Gloria 
Yoder, 10510 E. 350th Av-
enue, Flat Rock, IL 62427.             
� FN

 Recipe Of The Week

 Bohemian Christmas Cookies

 Cream together butter and 2/3 cup powdered sugar, beat in 4 egg 
 yolks and cream.

 Gradually stir in flour until dough is just stiff enough to roll, chill.
 Sprinkle board lightly with mixture of flour and powdered sugar 

 combined in equal parts.
 Place dough on the board and roll 1/4 inch thick.
 Cut with star shaped cookie cutter.
 Place on ungreased baking sheet and bake in moderate oven 350 to 

 375 degrees for 15 to 20 minutes.
 When cold, spread with icing made by beating together the 

 remaining egg yolks and water and adding powdered sugar to 
 thicken mixture.

 Sprinkle almonds thickly over iced cookies.
 Makes 4 to 5 dozen.
 NOTE: This is a Vintage Recipe: 1963

 1 cup butter
 3/4 cup powdered sugar
 6 egg yolks
 3 tablespoons cream

 This Recipe of the Week is from Lori Wachtman, Napoleon, Ohio

 4 cups flour
 2 tablespoons water
 1 cup powdered sugar
 1 cup chopped, blanched almonds
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Christmas Traditions

gifts in bigger boxes or 
wrapped the gifts in double 
layers of paper to throw 
them off. 

I shouldn’t have been 
surprised at their curiosity 
because I know they inher-
ited it from me.

Layaway used to be a 
popular service. 

Shoppers could pay a 
small amount as a down 
payment and then make 
weekly payments until the 
layaway was paid in full. 

This was an excellent 
way to secure the gifts you 
really wanted to give if you 
didn’t have the money up-
front. 

When I worked at G.C. 
Murphys and later at Kmart, 
the layaway counter was al-
ways busy.    

In the 60s, my Mom 
saved Top Value stamps she 
received at the grocery store. 

I enjoyed licking the stamps 
and putting them in the saver 
books. 

The only item I remem-
ber getting with the stamps 
was a pink stuffed elephant 
named Toppie, the Top Val-
ue Stamp mascot. 

Fast forward about ten 
years and I was a young 
mom saving S & H Green 
stamps. 

When my oldest son was 
a toddler, I redeemed the 
stamps to get him a ride on 

green worm toy.
 He really wanted the pop-

ular Inchworm toy, however 
that was out of our budget as 
a young Air Force family. 

My son was happy with 
the toy and he happily rode it 
around our small apartment.

In the 60s, most people 
put tinsel on their Christ-
mas tree. 

Mom would buy a pack-
age of 1000 tinsel strands 
and we had to put them on 
every branch of our tree. 

After Christmas was 
over, we had to remove the 
tinsel and save it for the fol-
lowing year. 

Some people would 
string popcorn but my fam-
ily never did.

Every year, Mom’s fam-
ily had a Christmas Dinner 
and it was usually held at 
our house. 

I was so excited to see my 
aunts, uncles, and cousins. 

The kids had a gift ex-
change and Grandma 
Etchey bought each of her 
grandchildren a $1 gift. 

In later years, Aunt Mil-
lie decided we should have 
a White Elephant gift ex-
change. 

Family members brought 
so many gifts that it took 
several hours to open all of 
them… A few of the gifts 
were not fit for children to 
see. 

When I worked at Kmart, 
we always had an Angel 
Tree. 

People could choose a pa-
per tag from the Christmas 
tree with the name and age 
of a child who needed a gift. 

I enjoyed participating in 
that holiday tradition.

Now my seven-year-old 
great granddaughter raises 
money to go shopping on 
Black Friday for Toys For 
Tots. 

She sells some of her old 
toys and I also donate money 
for her to use to buy gifts. 

This is her fourth year of 
shopping for kids in need. 

I haven’t gone shopping 
on Black Friday for many 
years. 

A fond memory of mine 

is the year my sons wanted 
Cabbage Patch Kids for 
Christmas. 

Mom and I looked all 
over for the popular dolls. 

We were ready to give 
up when my mom’s friend 
Ruth who was a chair at 
Revco, called to share the 
news Revco in downtown 
Defiance had just gotten in 
a shipment of the dolls. 

How lucky were we to 
be able to buy the Cabbage 
Patch Kids. 

Not too many people 
thought to look at a drug 
store for the toys. 

Now I do all of my holi-
day shopping online–Ama-
zon is my best friend! 

Our family has an online 
group where we each post 
our wish list. 

Since our family contin-
ues to grow, I have a lot of 
shopping to do. 

I’m sure our mail carrier 
is tired of delivering all the 
Amazon packages. 

This year, I had all of my 
gifts bought and wrapped 
before Thanksgiving.

Christmas isn’t like it 
was when I was a kid. 

Now I really enjoy watch-

ing the grandkids open their 
gifts.

Every year after the big 
day is over, I think about 
how much time I spent 
wrapping the gifts and it’s 
all over in an hour. 

My grandsons were al-
ways so excited when we 
made the three-hour drive 
from Englewood to Mont-
pelier. 

Their noses would be 
pressed against the window 
watching for us to arrive. 

Now the trip to their house 
is only ten minutes long. 

However, opening the 
mountains of gifts takes 
several hours. 

We all take turns open-
ing one gift at time so ev-
eryone can see each gift. 

The youngest member 
of the family goes first and 
since I’m the family matri-
arch, I am the last one to 
open a gift. 

I really don’t need any 
gifts because time spent 
with family is the only gift 
I need.  

Becky Corwin- Adams 
is originally from Defi-
ance and now lives on a 
31-acre  farm in Williams 
County. She and her hus-
band have two sons, four 
grandchildren, two great 
grandchildren, five cocker 
spaniels, and two corgis.  
� FN                                                     

 The Empty Nest
 by Becky Corwin-Adams

When I was a child, 
Christmas shopping was a 
lot different.

I loved to spend hours 
looking at the Sears, Pen-
ney’s and Montgomery 
Ward catalogs and making 
a wish list

I hoped I would get ev-
erything on my list. 

Of course, that never 
happened but I was always 
happy with the gifts I re-
ceived.   

Mom didn’t have a driv-
er’s license in the 60s, so we 
often walked downtown to 
do our shopping.

In the winter, it was a 
long, cold walk. 

One Christmas I really 
wanted a Mary Poppins 
doll. 

Mom picked up at pack-
age at one of the catalog 
stores and I was hoping it 
was the doll. 

There was an item num-
ber on the box. 

So I memorized that num-
ber and when I got home, I 
grabbed the catalogs, took 
them to my bedroom, and 
looked at the doll pages. 

Sure enough, I was getting 
the doll I wanted so badly! 

Of course, I acted sur-
prised on Christmas morn-
ing.

When my own sons were 
young, they would go to 
great lengths to find out 
what they were getting for 
Christmas. 

They would shake the 
packages and hold them up 
to the light in an attempt to 
see what was inside. 

Sometimes I would put 

Visit us at: www.jewellgrain.com
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 Merry Christmas to our  Customers and Friends!

 9059 South Adrian
 Jasper, Michigan

 855-535-4677

 Farm • Home • Auto
 Crop • Hail
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~ Happy New Year ~

day season, so soak up the 
Christmas cheer as the big 
day approaches!

Why Shop Local
Shopping local is impor-

tant because it strengthens 
the local economy, fosters 
community connections, 
and reduces environmental 
impact, providing benefits 
that circulate beyond a sim-
ple transaction. 

Economic Benefits 
A significant portion of 

the money spent at a local, 
independent business stays 
within the community, of-
ten recirculating 2-3 times 
more than money spent at 
a national chain . . . which 
creates a powerful “multi-
plier effect” that boosts the 
entire local economy.

Small businesses are 
major job creators, offer-
ing stable employment op-
portunities for your neigh-

bors and contributing to a 
healthier local workforce.

Local businesses con-
tribute to the local tax base, 
which in turn helps fund vi-
tal public services like 

Schools
Libraries
Police 
Fire departments
Local infrastructure im-

provements.
Locally owned business-

es are more likely to pur-
chase goods and services 
from other local suppliers, 
fostering a supportive net-
work of economic activity 
within the community. 

Most towns have a Cham-
ber of Commerce which of-
fer gift certificates for prod-
uct sold in town and a double 
spend for the community

Local shopping stimu-
lates economies, supports 
public services, and fos-
ters a number of unique  
community and environ-
mental benefits such as:  
Unique Character and Iden-

tity: Local shops and restau-
rants give a community its 
own distinct personality and 
charm, preventing homog-
enization that can come with 
an excess of chain stores.

Personalized Service: 
Small business owners of-
ten know their customers by 
name and provide a more 
personalized, attentive ser-
vice experience that is of-
ten lacking in larger retail 
chains.

Charitable Giving: Lo-
cal businesses donate to 
local non-profits, events, 
and school sports teams at 
a much higher rate (around 
250% more) than large cor-
porations, helping to fund 
community causes.

Fosters Connections: 
Shopping at local mar-
kets or boutiques provides 
a chance to connect with 
business owners and neigh-
bors, building stronger so-
cial ties and a greater sense 
of community pride. 

Environmental Benefits  
Reduced Carbon Footprint: 
Locally sourced products 
require less transportation, 
which means fewer carbon 
emissions and a reduced en-
vironmental impact.

Less Waste and Pack-
aging: Products from local 
sources often involve less 
processing and packaging 
waste compared to mass-
produced items shipped 
long distances.

Sustainable Practices: 
Many local businesses pri-
oritize sustainable and ethi-
cal practices in their op-
erations, such as using local 
materials or energy-efficient 
lighting, aligning with envi-

ronmental responsibility

Last Minute Gift Ideas
Last-minute Christmas 

gift ideas include: digital 
options such as e-gift cards 
and subscriptions; quick-
delivery physical items like; 
gift baskets and tech gad-
gets; also experience gifts 
like cooking classes or local 
attraction passes. 

You can also obtain In-
stant Digital Gifts: These 
gifts are delivered instantly 
via email, making them 
perfect for Christmas Day 

delivery without shipping 
worries. 

E-Gift Cards: Local stores 
in your area offer gift 
cards which are highly 
practical as the receiver of 
the card can purchase al-
most anything they need. 
Specialty retailer gift cards 
feel more personalized if 
they cater to a specific inter-
est like outdoor activities, 
fashion, beauty, or gourmet 
food.

Experiential gift cards 

Contact us for all of  your 
landscaping & 

hardscaping needs.
Follow us on Facebook

DELVENTHAL
LANDSCAPING
10333 Bailey Rd • Waterville, Oh 43566

RICK CRONINGER
OWNER/GENERAL MANAGER

419-832-6021
Since 1933

delventhallandscaping.com

Need a gift...
We have 

Gift Certificates!

2025Christmas.crtr - Page 1 - Composite

Cummins Farms LLC

18365 US Highway 20
Alvordton, OH 43501
kkcfarms@gmail.com

Kevin Cell: 419-553-0168
Kelly Cell: 419-553-0096

Owners:
Kevin & Kelly Cummins

Family Raised Beef Since 1974

Delventhal Landscaping, in Waterville, Ohio offers 
complete landscape and hardscape design and installa-
tion. Commercial and residential.

Sauder TV & Appliance in Archbold, Ohio carries 
a wide variety of TV and appliances and also services.

(Continued on Page 8)

TIS THE SEASON
(Continued From Page 1)
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GIFT CHECKS
Make Excellent Christmas Gifts!

Wendy Gericke, Director
116-1/2 N. Defiance Street, Archbold, Ohio 43502

419-445-2222  ~  archboldchamber.com 

Stop in the Chamber Office by December 19 to 
purchase the perfect Holiday Gift!

like those for a future get-
away, or a local food deliv-
ery service for a night off 
cooking, offer convenience 
and a thoughtful break from 
routine.

Another option is Sub-
scriptions & Memberships

Online Classes: Provides 
access to a wide array of 
classes taught by industry 
leaders, perfect for someone 
looking to learn a new skill.

Audible Gift Member-
ship: Ideal for book lovers 
or those with long com-
mutes, offering credits to 
choose from thousands of 
audiobooks.

An experience Gift Box: 
The recipient chooses their 
own experience from thou-
sands of options worldwide, 
with a digital confirmation 
available instantly.

Babies, Children and 
Pre-Teens

Popular gifts for babies 
include developmental play 
mats, interactive plush toys, 
and practical items like 

quality bath sets and soft 
blankets. 

Many parents also appre-
ciate gifts of essential gear 
or contributions to a savings 
account. 

Developmental toys and 
play gear support a baby’s 
rapid cognitive and motor 
skill development during 
their first year.

Popular gifts for chil-
dren in 2025 include clas-
sic building sets like LEGO 
and Magna-Tiles, interac-
tive STEM toys such as AI 
robots, science kits, or there 
are imaginative play items 
like pretend kitchen sets and 
interactive plush animals. 

Building toys are peren-
nial favorites that encour-
age creativity and engineer-
ing skills. 

Popular gifts for pre-
teens in 2025 often blend 
independence and personal 
style with entertainment 
and technology.

These include trending 
room decor, the latest tech gad-
gets, and hobby-related kits.  

Pre-teens love tech gifts 
that offer entertainment and 
a sense of independence. 

AirTags: This lost-item 
tracker is a practical gift for 
a pre-teen who might be a 
little forgetful, helping them 
keep tabs on their backpack, 
keys, or other essentials.

Mini 12 Instant Camera: 
Instantly prints photos, a 
great way for them to cap-
ture memories and decorate 
their space.

Noise-Cancelling Head-
phones: Offer quality sound 
and noise cancellation at 
a good value, perfect for 
studying or listening to mu-
sic on the go.

Virtual Reality Instruments: 
A popular choice for gam-
ers, offering an immersive 
virtual reality experience. 

Room Decor & Lifestyle: As 
pre-teens spend more time 
in their rooms, decor items 
that personalize their space 
are very popular. 

LED and neon signs are 
a trendy way to add ambi-
ence to their room or “gam-
ing cave”.

LED lights with clips to 
hang photos and mementos, 
allowing them to personal-
ize their space.

Popular gifts for teenagers 
include the latest tech gad-
gets, items for personalizing 
their room decor, and trendy 
fashion and beauty products 
that align with their social 
media-driven interests. 

Gift cards and money are 
also a universally appreciat-
ed option, offering indepen-
dence in choosing their own 
items or to put in a savings 
account for post-high school 
graduation plans such as col-
lege, trade school, a car or 
other goals the teen has for 
the future.

Tech & Gadgets are items 
that consistently rank at the 
top of teens’ wish lists, es-
pecially those that enhance 
their music, gaming, or con-
tent creation experience.

Popular gifts for young 
adults often focus on inde-
pendence, style, and utility.

Some of these items are: 
the latest tech accessories, 
and fashion staples like a 

travel drink tumbler, practi-
cal items for a dorm room or 
apartment, such as espresso 
machines or single serve, a 
mini-fridge, coffee makers, 
quality kitchenware, cloth-
ing or a digital picture frame 
for their home or office. 

Gift cards to shoe stores, 
bath and body stores, gam-
ing stores and restaurants 
are also popular options.

Dinks
Dinks are couples with 

no children - Double In-
come No Kids.

Popular gifts for cou-
ples with no children often 
center on enhancing their 
shared life experiences, 
from luxurious at-home 
upgrades to travel and culi-
nary adventures. 

Gifts that encourage the 
couple to spend quality time 
together or travel are highly 
appreciated. 

Experience Gift Boxes: 
A “Fun Together” Experi-
ence Box lets the couple 

choose their own adventure 
from thousands of options 
worldwide, such as cooking 
classes, a couples’ massage, 
or a hotel stay.

“A Year of Dates” Jar/
Cards: This box of 52 
sealed, color-coded enve-
lopes provides unique date 
night ideas for at home or 
for a night out, a thoughtful 
way to inspire quality time 
together without the plan-
ning hassle.

Mystery Picnic Date for 
Two: This gift involves a 
self-guided scavenger hunt 
where the couple picks up 
gourmet treats from local 
vendors, culminating in a 
secluded picnic spot. 

This is a fun way to ex-
plore a new city or their lo-
cal area.

Cooking Classes: A gift 
certificate for a local cook-
ing class provides a fun, 
hands-on activity where 
they can learn a new skill 

 Lily Creek Farms 
 Mahnke Orchards

 Co Rd 16, between R & S
 Napoleon, Ohio
 419-598-8655

 CHRISTMAS TREES
 GRAVE  BLANKETS 
 WREATHS & MORE 

 PLUS 20 OTHER 
 VENDORS

Buck Ventless Logset

07482 St. Rt. 66 North
1-1/2 miles north of 24 * Defiance

Hours: Mon.-Fri. 8am-5pm; Sat. 8am-12pm
419-782-7284

www.rathbuilderssupply.com

Rath Builders in Defiance, Ohio adds warmth and 
charm to your home inside and out.

Lily Creek Farms and Mahnke Orchards in Napo-
leon, Ohio serve the special needs community through 
events, services, sales from the orchard and 20 onsite 
vendors offering a variety of gift items.

(Continued on Page 9)

TIS THE SEASON
(Continued From Page 7)
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 419-272-2245
 dimensionhardwoods.com

��

 Buyers of Standing Timber and  Cut Logs

 Edon, Ohio

together, from pasta making 
to mixology. 

These curated gift ideas 
focus on shared experi-
ences, home upgrades, and 
high-end kitchen items for 
childfree couples.

Families and Parents
Popular gifts for mar-

ried couples with children 
include: items that facilitate 
shared family experiences, 
provide a much-needed 
convenience to busy parents 
and also offers opportuni-
ties for relaxation or per-
sonal time. 

Popular Family Activity 
& Experience Gifts  that are 
popular that the entire family 
can enjoy together help cre-
ate lasting memories and en-
courage quality family time. 

Experience Vouchers/
Annual Passes: A gift 

certificate for a local zoo, 
museum, or an experience-
based service like escape 
rooms provides opportuni-
ties for fun family outings 
without the financial strain 
on the parents’ budget.

Family Game Night 
Package: Assemble a bas-
ket with a variety of fam-
ily-friendly board games 
or games (board or card), 
gourmet popcorn, season-
ing, or a gift card for a 
family-friendly streaming 
service.

Outdoor Activities: En-
courage outdoor play with 
a gift of a corn hole set, a 
large trampoline with sides, 
or a sandbox set which will 
help get their children out-
side and enjoyed by all ages. 

Creative Kits & Cooking 
Sets: Hands-on gifts like 
science kits, craft kits or 
cooking sets, a set of per-
sonalized aprons and a fun 
cookbook encourage cre-

ativity and a shared sense 
of accomplishment in the 
kitchen or during craft time. 

Gifts for Parents’ 
Convenience & 

Relaxation 
Busy parents appreciate 

gifts that make their daily 
lives easier or give them a 
rare chance to unwind.

Couple massages, dinner 
and a movie will perk up 
their marriage experience 
and give them a chance to 
reconnect.

A night of free daycare is 
also welcomed.

The Gift of Time: One 
of the most valued gifts 
is an offer to babysit for a 
few hours or even overnight 
which gives parents the 
chance for a “date night” 
or simply some quiet time 
alone.

Home Services: A gift 
certificate for a one-time 
professional house cleaning 
service or a meal delivery 
service  can significantly re-
duce a busy parent’s work-
load and stress.

Relaxation & Self-Care 
Items: Help them create 
a spa-like retreat at home 
with a quality towel warm-
er, luxury bath soaks  or a 
gift certificate for a mas-
sage or facial.

Smart Home Cleaning: 
High-tech helpers like a ro-
bot vacuum can automate 
cleaning tasks, freeing up 
valuable time for the couple. 

Personalized & Sentimen-
tal Keepsakes:   Gifts that 
capture memories of their 
growing family hold a spe-
cial place in parents’ hearts. 

Personalized Family Art: 
Custom prints, engraved or-
naments, or unique items like 
a family portrait painting 
from a photo are thoughtful 
and unique mementos.

Family Photo Items: 
A custom photo album, 
a professionally printed 
photo book of their shared 
memories, or a digital pic-
ture frame that family and 
friends can instantly send 

photos to are cherished 
gifts.

Keepsake Kits: Items like 
a family handprint kit al-
low parents to capture their 
children’s small handprints, 
creating a permanent mem-
ory of their early years.

Message Boards for 
Family: This unique, Wi-
Fi-connected device allows 
family members to send 
messages, drawings, and 
photos directly to a screen 

 This special time of year presents an opportunity 
 for us to say thank you to all of our customers.

 We value your business and look forward 
 to serving you in the  New Ye ar.

 SIEFKER REAL ESTATE & AUCTION CO. LTD
 Ottawa, Ohio

 AARON SIEFKER  •  419-538-6184
 www.siefkerauctions.com

107 Linden Drive 
West Unity, Ohio 43570

419-924-5533

A.J. DOOR

“Your Garage Door is 
OUR Business”

Email: 
ajdoor@frontier.com

2024Christmas.crtr - Page 1 - Composite

Homestead Buik Foods in Archbold, Ohio offers 
quality bulk food at an affordable price. This store is a 
baker and cooks delight.

AJ Door in West Unity, Oh. has been serving their 
neighbors for over 25 years. Whether you’re repairing 
or upgrading, their experienced team uses the latest 
tools and training to deliver reliable, high-quality ser-
vice every time.

(Continued on Page 10)

 2578 Co. Rd. 20-2 
 Archbold, OH 43502

 419-445-1607

 Baking Supplies • Flour, Wheat & Oats • Sugar & Sweetners • Salt • Flavorings  
 Pudding & Tapioca • Gelatins • Oil & Lard • Vinegar & Liquid Aminos • Seeds & Nuts 

     Cereal & Pancake Mix • Dairy & Eggs  • Jams & Speads • Bread 
 FZ Fruits & Veggies • Spices & Herbs  Beef, Chicken & Pork

  Pasta, Potato Flakes & Nutritional Yeast • Rice & Beans 
 Candy & Snacks • Hot & Cold Drinks • Dried Fruits
 Natural Bath & Body Items • Tinctures and Salves

 S ERVING  O UR  L OCAL  C OMMUNITY  W ITH  Q UALITY  P RODUCTS .

 Mon. thru Fri.: 9:00-5:30; 
 Saturday: 9:00-12 Noon

 Gift Cards

 OrganicProducts

 Locally Sourced 
 Products

TIS THE SEASON
(Continued From Page 8)
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1001 E. Jackson Street • West Unity, Ohio  

419-924-5511

Christmas2024.crtr - Page 1 - Composite

5732 Road 20B
P.O. Box A

Ridgeville Corners, OH 43555
419-267-5185

105 East Holland
P.O. Box 408

Archbold, OH 43502
419-267-8800

inside the box, which then 
causes a heart on the front 
to spin to indicate a new 
message, providing a sweet 
way for loved ones to stay 
connected. 

Grandparents
Popular gifts for grand-

parents include sentimental 
personalized items, prac-
tical home upgrades and 
services that offer conve-
nience, and shared expe-
riences such as cooking 
classes or getaways. 

Personalized & senti-
mental gifts have high emo-
tional value and are excel-
lent for grandparents who 

appreciate family memo-
ries. 

In addition to some of 
the items listed above for 
parents, grandparents may 
also enjoy:

Custom Family Tree 
or Map Art: Personalized 
wall art, such as a wooden 
family tree frame or a cus-
tom print featuring the star 
maps from significant fam-
ily dates (like birthdays or 
anniversaries), makes for a 
unique and heartfelt display 
piece.

Personalized Cookbook 
or Journal: A custom rec-
ipe book filled with family 
recipes is a great way to 
preserve culinary history.

A guided journal like 
“Tell Me Your Life Story, 

Grandma/Grandpa” pro-
vides prompts to help them 
share their life stories and 
family history, creating a 
cherished heirloom.

Handwritten Letter: A 
thoughtful, old-fashioned 
letter expressing gratitude 
and sharing favorite memo-
ries is a priceless gift that 
can be more impactful than 
a material item. 

Practical home upgrades 
and services  for grandpar-
ents who have everything or 
appreciate practicality, gifts 
that enhance their comfort 
and convenience at home 
are ideal. 

Robot Vacuum: Auto-
mates floor cleaning, re-
ducing physical strain and 
freeing up time for other 
activities.

Quality Kitchenware or 
Small Appliances: Upgrad-
ing their kitchen with items 
like a high-quality chef’s 
knife or a single-serve cof-
fee maker is a practical lux-
ury they can use every day.

Luxury Comfort Items: 
Bamboo Sheet Set: A high-
end, luxurious sheet set for 
a comfortable night’s sleep.

Back and neck massag-
ers provide muscle relief at 
home and is often available 
for a good price.

A Towel Warmer or 
Plush Robe: These items 
can bring a spa-like experi-
ence to their daily routine.

Home Services: The gift 
of a one-time professional 
house cleaning, a gardening 
service, or snow removal 
can be incredibly helpful 
for busy or aging parents. 

Experiences & Hobbies 
Experience gifts create 

new memories and cater to 
their personal interests, pro-
viding opportunities for fun 
and relaxation. 

Classes or Workshops: 
Signing them up for a local 
cooking, pottery, or dance 
class can encourage new 
hobbies and provide a fun 
shared activity.

Tickets to Events: Tick-
ets to a concert, a sporting 
event, or a play can be a 
great outing, especially if 
paired with arranged trans-
portation for ease.

Gourmet Food Baskets 
& Subscriptions: A special-
ized food gift basket offers 
a variety of treats for them 
to enjoy.

Subscription to a coffee 
club, wine delivery service, 
or a “Book of the Month” 

club provides ongoing enjoy-
ment throughout the year.

Weekend Getaway: A 
gift certificate for a week-
end trip to a meaningful 
destination can create cher-
ished new memories. 

Other Gift Ideas
Check out your local 

stores in your communities 
for unique or practical gifts.

Peruse this week’s issue 
for advertisers who specifi-
cally picked this issue of 
the paper to highlight their 
businesses.

Most of them provide gift 
certificates or carry items or 

services that can be easily 
given as gifts.

Whether it be a mem-
bership, subscription, gifts 
certificates for services or 
goods, gift baskets and so 
much more you don’t have 
to travel far to find a Christ-
mas gift for everyone.

We would like to thank 
AJ Door, Archbold Chamber 
of Commerce, Carpet Outlet 
and Flooring, Casey’s/JMJ 
Bulldozer, Cummins Farm, 
Dimension Hardwoods, De-
venthal Landscaping, Fack-
lers, Herron’s Furniture, 

Carpet Outlet Plus in Adrian, Michigan and Pioneer, 
Ohio has been serving the area since 1989. 

 Casey’s in N. Baltimore, Ohio is every man’s dream 
store. They have earned a solid reputation for over 20 
years in Northwest, Ohio. 

(Continued on Page 11)
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by Slim Randles

We’re going to study 
words and their meanings.”

“I thought you did that in 
high school. 

Maybe even in grammar 
school?”

“Right, Doc. 
But this is college, you 

know. 
We’re going to take func-

tional literacy to a higher 
plane!”

When Jerry Hat-Trick 
Junior College recently 
opened its doors, it attracted 
a great deal of attention. 

Not only was it the first 
privately-endowed junior 
college in the country, but 
it was named for its bene-
factor, the famous retired 
hockey player. 

It had always been Jerry’s 
dream, he told the world, to 

bring about a greater appre-
ciation for the associate in 
arts degree. 

To do this, he paid educa-
tors to meet in think tanks 
all over the county and 
come up with classes that 
were “outside the box.”

Jerry did well in hockey, 
naturally, but endowing 
a two-year institution of 
semi-higher learning be-
came possible only after 
he married the heiress to a 
pork-belly fortune. 

You might call that 
“functional matrimony.”

So J.H.T. J.C. was born, 
having innovative classes 
like “Pruning for the New 
Millenium,” “Creative Sword 
Swallowing,” and “First-
Strike Self Defense.” 

It got some of the rest of 
us considering a return to the 
halls of Virginia creeper for 
a tune-up. 

After all, as charter mem-
bers of the Mule Barn truck 
stop’s world dilemma think 
tank, it’s our duty to stay on 
the cutting edge.                                        

Let’s see if your local 
junior college boasts a 
class in “How to teach an 
old dog new tricks.” � FN

When the new college 
opened in the next town – a 
somewhat larger town than 
ours – our folks began wonder-
ing if making the 30 minute 
drive to class would be worth it.

Dud was the first to fig-
ure out that it was.

“Boys,” he said, sitting at 
the Mule Barn philosophy 
counter and flipping his cup 
upright with one poetic mo-
tion, “I’m signed up over at 
J.H.T.. I’m going to get me 
an education.”

“That’s great, Dud,” said his 
mentor and straight man, Doc.

“What are you taking?”
“Just one class to start 

out, Doc,” Dud said. 
“Thought I’d kinda e-e-

e-ease into it, you know. 
I’m taking functional lit-

eracy.  

As we celebrate this season, all of us 
at Ohio Gas Company want to 

extend our heartfelt thanks to you–
our customers and our community. 
Your trust in us to keep your homes 
warm and your businesses running 

safely is something we never 
take for granted.

Serving you throughout the year 
is our privilege and we remain 
committed ot delivering safe, 

reliable gas and responsive service. 
This season is a reminder of the 

connections that keep our 
community strong, and we are 
grateful to play a small part in 

your daily comfort. 

We wish you a warm, joyful 
Christmas and a healthy, 
prosperous New Year!

Thank you for choosing us 
and for being an essential 
part of the community we 

proudly serve.

PRE-PLANNING GIVES YOU PEACE OF MIND

SATURDAY • BY APPOINTMENTMONDAY -  FRIDAY • 8AM -  5PM

L a r g e s t  I n d o o r  D i s p l a y  i n  t h e  T r i - S t a t e  A r e a

w w w . f a c k l e r m o n u m e n t . c o m

411 West Main Street,  Montpelier,  OH

4 1 9 - 4 8 5 - 5 5 8 8

•  Monuments

•  Cremat ion  Produc t s

•  Vases  &  Urns

•  Mauso leums

•  Rock  Le t te r ing

•  Address  Markers

•  Pe t  Markers

E
S
T

COMPANY, INC

1
9
2
4

MONUMENT
FACKLER

THIRD GENERATION OWNED

Williams Insulation in Adrian, MI provides numerous foam 
products for every project big or small.

Jewell Grain, Keller Insur-
ance, Kruse Farms, Kuna-
Kamco, Lily Creek Farms, 
Norton, Reitzel Tractor, 
Sauder TV Sales and Service, 
Siefker Real Estate & Auc-
tions,  Rath Builders, RTEC, 
and Williams Insulation.

Check out their ads in 
this week’s paper for their 
location, contact informa-
tion and good or services 
they offer.

Merry Christmas!
Farmland News would like 

to thank all the vendors who 
chose to advertise their busi-
nesses in this week’s issue.  

Christine M. Smallman 
and her husband, Terry, 
live on a small hobby farm 
outside of Delta, Ohio. She 
has enjoyed a rich and di-
verse career in the field of 
education. She enjoys gar-
dening, reading, painting, 
writing, and camping. She 
is a firm believer in the 
teachings of Khalil Gabri: 
Do what you love and love 
what you do - and you will 
never work a day in your 
life.  �   FN

TIS THE SEASON
(Continued From Page 10)

 BACK ISSUE COUPON
 Please send me ___ copies of the

 Farmland News issue dated ___/___/___.
 Enclose  $ 3.00 for the first copy (includes postage and handling).
 Enclose  $ 2.00 for each additional copy.
 Name 
 Address 
 Town 
 State   Zip 

 Please send your name and mailing address along with payment to:

 Farmland News Back Issues, PO Box 240, Archbold OH 43502-0240
www.farmland.news
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 O ne of the reasons m any 
 people subscribe to 
 Farm land  N ew s is 

 for our auction listings !
 Covering N orthwest O H  &  

 Southeast M I 

 Farm land New s
 P.O . Box 24 0

 A rchbold , O hio 4 350 2
 E -m ail: A d s@Farm land N ew s.com

 (4 19) 4 4 5-94 56  Fax (4 19) 4 4 5-4 4 4 4
 Toll-Free 1-888-4 4 5-94 56

 YOUR

 PAPER

 Pole Barn  &  Vinyl Siding  &  Underground Foam
 “ F OAM SHEETS BELOW ANYONE ”

 All sizes, thicknesses and types

 Williams 
 Insulation
 800-262-5774  • CLIP AND SAVE THIS AD

 December 20-21, 2025
 Saturday 9-4 • Sunday 9-3

 NEW LOCATION:
 18864 Co. Rd. 13, Pioneer, Ohio 
 Buy–Sell–Trade    Public Invited
 Admission $5.00 (under 10 free)

    419-630-6289 
 www.statelinegunshow.com

 Stateline Gun Show  Gale Norton
 Buyer of StandingTimber

 Logging  with extra care 
 of your woods
 Over 40 Years

 (260) 243-8314

AUCTION LOCATION:  Siefker Real Estate & Auction Co. Ltd.
@ 12062 Rd M-10, OTTAWA, OH 45875

1 mile South of Ottawa on SR 65 to Rd M, west on M to Rd 11-J, South to Rd M-10, West to Auction
“WATCH FOR AUCTION TODAY SIGNS”

Most items will have           “LIVE INTERNET BIDDING”   starting at approximately 10:45 AM)
“For Sign-Up, Terms & Catalog” go to www.PROXIBID.com/Siefker

HIGH QUALITY LOW HOUR CASE/IH TRACTORS * EQUIPMENT
2023 Farmall 120C MFWD Tractor, ONLY 127 Hours w/L630 Loader/ 7’ Bucket, Full Cab, 
Air, Rear Wts. 2 Remotes, 18.4-30 Rear Tires, 12.4-24 Front Tires, “TRACTOR IS LIKE 
NEW”; 1997 Case/IH 8940 MFWD Tractor, ONLY 2,188 Hrs., Cab, Air, 18 Sp. P.S. Trans, 4 
Remotes, Large 1K PTO, 10 Front Wts., 18.4-46 Rear Tires/ Axle Duals, 16.9-30 Fronts w/
Duals, “VERY SHARP - 2 OWNER LOCAL TRACTOR!” 1995 Case/IH 7240 MFWD Tractor, 
ONLY 3619 Hrs., Cab, Air, P.S. Trans, 3 Remotes, Large 1K PTO, 20.8-42 Rear Tires/ Axle 
Duals, 16.9-30 Fronts w/Duals, VERY CLEAN; Raven GPS, (sold sepately); 2019 Manitu 
MLT 625-75H Telehandler, 6K 25’ Lift, New Wiring Harness, QT Forks & Extra Work Basket; 
NH LX 485 Diesel Skid Loader w/Bucket, Aux. Hyd, New Engine 2 Yrs.; 1998 Chevy 4x4 
Pickup, Reg. Cab, 110K Miles, “VERY CLEAN”; Simplicity 25 Hp. 52” Cut Riding Mower, 
P.S., Only 290 Hrs.; Kinzie 3500 8x16 Split Row Planter, Center Pivot, Finger Closers, KPM 
III Monitor, LOW ACRE; Case/IH 465 14’ High Speed Disc on UM 500 Caddy, “Near New-
Very Few Acres” 2024 Wenzinger 28’ Hyd Seed Auger w/Gas Hydra-Power Unit w/Remote 
Control; Hiniker 1120 22’ FF C Shank Field Cultivator; JRT 3pt. 9’ High Speed Sickle 
Mower, Near New; J&M TF 212 28’ Torsion Flex Rolling Harrow; Mayrath 8x72 Swing 
Auger; Mayrath 8x31 PTO Load Out Auger; Woods BW-180 Rotary Mower, Chains, Stump 
Jumpers, 1K PTO; IH #80 3pt. Rear Snow Blower; Vicon 25 Bu., 3pt., PTO Seed Spreader; 
300 Gal. Diesel Fuel Tank w/Pump; Ford 3x 3pt. Plow; 3 Section JD Rotary Hoe; 200 Gal. 
Cage Tank; Tartar 3 Bu., 3pt., Seed Spreader; 1000 Gal Nurse Tank on Running Gear w/
Pump; HD 8’ 3pt. Box Blade; KB 375 Gravity Wagon on 10T Gear; (2) KB 400 Center Dump 
Gravity Wagons w/Tarps & Lights; J&M 150 Bu. Gravity Wagon; Amco PTO Power Ditcher; 
3pt. Rear Blade; 3pt. Log Splitter; Cyclone PTO Seeder; Cattle Tank; Bolt Bin; Torch Set; 
Ext. Ladders; Straw Forks; Bale Hooks; Toolboxes; Grain Tester; Hay Moister Tester; 
Hobart Stick Welder; Hitch Pins; Chains & Binders; Cylinders; Spare Tires; Plus Other Good 
Farm Misc.;  

CONSIGNED ITEMS

2009 JD 1590 15’ NT 2pt. Drill w/JD Markers, Hyd Fill, Single Rolling Basket, Electric Rate 
Control, Monitor, Ser. # N01590X730707; 1992 JD 9500 Combine, 5781 Eng/ 3872 Sep. 
Hrs; JD 643 Corn Head on Cart; JD 925 Grain Head; J&M Cart; DMI Tiger II 5x Chisel Plow; 

Managed By:

SIEFKER REAL ESTATE & AUCTION CO. LTD, OTTAWA, OH
AARON SIEFKER > 419-538-6184 Office • 419-235-0789 Mobile

Dan Limber / Cole Limber / Dan Baker / Roger Ford; Assisting Auctioneers
Licensed by the Ohio Dept. of Ag * Loader Tractor Auction Day - So Bring Your Trucks & Trailers

“TUESDAY” * DECEMBER 30, 2025
10:00 A.M. SHARP!!

View Online @ www.siefkerauctions.com

EQUIPMENT PREVIEW: 
Tuesday * December 23, 2025 * 12:00 P.M.- 3:00 P.M.

TERMS: CASH or GOOD CHECK Auction Day ~ NO CREDIT CARD PAYMENTS 
* Internet Bidders Will Receive Emailed Invoice

 Out of State Bring Bank Letter of Credit  •  Not Responsible for Accidents

Owner: PLUM CREEK FARM, LLC ~ Kalida, OH
 The Late Frank Schroeder & Dorothy Schroeder
Equipment Questions Call Ryan @ 419-615-0091

 “LIVE INTERNET BIDDING”
 www.PROXIBID.com/Siefker

SiefkerPlumCreek3picsFull2025.crtr - Page 1 - Composite

 Get Things 
 Moving

 With A Classified!

 FARMLAND 
 NEWS

 419-445-9456
 888-445-9456

 FAX: 419-445-4444
 Ads@FarmlandNews.com

 Excess 
 Baggage 

 Weighing You 
 Down?

 Bi-Monthly Auction ~ 2nd Tuesday!

 One Of The World’s  Largest 
 Farm Machinery Auctions

 Starting Time  9:00 AM
 SALES DATES ON

 NEW & USED
 FARM MACHINERY

 3649 CR 24 • PO Box 155
 Archbold, Oh 43502

 419-445-2080 • 800-364- 2870
 Fax 419-445-2090

 HAY & STRAW AUCTION EVERY MONDAY AT  NOON

    www.yoderandfreyfarm.com
 E-mail: sales@yoderandfreyfarm.com

 Next Farm 

 Machinery Auction

 February 10, 2026

 AuctionTime.com  
 Online bidding provided 

 by EquipmentFacts

––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––  

• Misc. For Sale •
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

40-ft. TRUEHAUF GRAIN TRAILER; 1 
Goodroll Tarp; 400 heavy duty blue 4-way 
wood pallets; Great Dane 42-ft. flat floor 
grain trailer with a good roll tarp. All in 
good condition.517-605-0713.          12/30                                                      
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Wanted To Buy •
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

BUYING ANTIQUES, vintage and old 
stuff. Single items, entire collections 
and estates. Buying old signs, advertis-
ing items, oil cans, taxidermy, seed corn 
bags, old photos, old tools, old cupboards, 
books, wood boxes, crocks and pre-1970 
baseball cards. Call or text  419-439-1328. 
� 6/2/26
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

• Wanted •
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

STORY IDEAS If you know someone 
who has an interesting hobby or has 
another good idea for a story, please 
call Farmland News at 419-445-9456, 
toll-free at 1-888-445-9456 or email us 
at News1@FarmlandNews.com         tfn
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

• Gift Subscriptions •
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

REMEMBER FAVORITE PEOPLE with 
a gift subscription to Farmland News! 52 
issues for just $52. (419) 445-9456 or 
toll-free 1-888-445-9456� tfn
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

• Life On The Farm •
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

THIS LEGENDAIRY board game com-
bines fast mooving action with real family 
farm mishaps for udderly unpredictable 
fun! Outstanding Product: iParenting 
Media Award. Available from Farmland 
News, $21.35 (tax included). Add $8 for 
shipping and handling. 1-888-445-9456
� tfn
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––


