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Counting Chickens
T "H By Al Beatty

Meet Jayde
In my capacity serving as
one of the assistant profes-
sors of accounting at Trine
University, I've had the
pleasure of meeting people
from all over the tri-state
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ly 2023, T recall meeting
with Jayde Ramos from

Wauseon, Ohio and her
mother as she was weigh-
ing her decision for further
education.

I never know if a student
has decided to enroll at
Trine until I see them in the
fall or sometimes over the
summer at a SOAR Event,
(Student Orientation And
Registration).

At SOAR, students re-
ceive their student ID, park-
ing pass, housing infor-
mation--and find out what
classes they are enrolled in.

We meet with the student
and their parents, go over

https://www.farmland.news

Check Out their schedule and make
Our New any changes.
Website This meeting is exciting

for everyone involved and
perhaps unsettling for some
students not to mention the

parents.
During the summer I
met again with Jayde and
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Kids 1939: I am the smallest one in the photo. (Continued on Page 11)
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Poor Will's Farmland News Almanack
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February 18 - 24

The bud stands for all things,
even for those things that don t flower,
for everything flowers, from within,
of self-blessing;
though sometimes it is necessary
to reteach a thing its loveliness,
to put a hand on its brow
of the flower
and retell it in words and in touch
it is lovely
until it flowers again from within,

of self-blessing;

Galway Kinnell, “Saint Francis and the Sow”

Phases of the Tufted Titmouse moon
And the Red-Winged Blackbird Moon
February 1: The Tufted Titmouse Moon is full.
February 9: The Moon enters its final quarter.
February 17: The Red-winged Blackbird Moon

is new.
February 24: The Moon enters its second quarter.

Weather Trends

The third quarter in February is statistical-
ly one of the most exciting of the entire year.
Chances of highs in the 20s or below remain low
at 20 percent during the first part of the week,
and then, for the first time since late November,
fall to almost nothing by the end of the week.
Chances of highs in the 40s or above climb to 80
percent by the 20th, and then between the 18th
and the 23rd, chances of highs in the 50s or 60s
reaches an average of 35 percent per day, the first
time that has happened since December 10th.
And in one of the most radical weather changes
of the year, the weekly chances of an afternoon
in the 60s swell from last week’s one in ten to
five in ten.

Although below-zero temperatures can occur
at this time of the year, February’s third quar-
ter is the second-last period of Early Spring in
which such cold might be expected (March’s first
week is the very last). Even the fifth high- pres-
sure system of the month, which passes through
around the 20th, is typically a mild one. There
is a 30 percent chance of precipitation on most
days this week. The 20th is the day least likely
to be wet, bringing just a 20 percent chance of
rain or snow. The likelihood for clouds is high:
60 percent of the days offer no sun at all. The
average amount of snowfall for this week is or-
dinarily the lowest of the month.

Natural Calendar

The first week of Early Spring is often mild,
bringing the first flowers into bloom, but the
snow and cold waves of the year’s first months
may have delayed or covered many of the ob-
vious signs of change. For guidance about the
progress of the season, the groundhog is a fickle
prophet, rarely emerging to prognosticate so ear-
ly. Other creatures, however, take up the slack,
most notably the skunk.

Skunks wander lawns and streets throughout

the year, but their body clocks bring them out
most frequently during their mating time of Late
Winter and Early Spring. Even the most casual
observer cannot miss their announcement that
winter is almost over. By about the tenth week
of the year, the mating cycle of the skunk comes
to a close, its odor ceding to visual and auditory
markers of the new season: the robin chorus be-
fore dawn, emerging pussy willows, rising daf-
fodil spears, blooming snowdrops and aconites.

By this time in February, Procyon, the larg-
est star of Canis Minor, replaces the Dog Star
due south near 10:00 p.m. Above it, the twins of
Gemini, Castor and Pollux tell of Early Spring.
To their right, Orion and the Milky Way have
shifted deep into the west, and the Big Dipper
has moved well into the northeastern sky - up
from its low December and January position
- and its pointers, the outside stars of the dip-
per, are easily found. And by midnight, the first
stars of middle summer’s Hercules appear in the
northeast.

In the Field and Garden

As the moon wanes, tuck a few radish, beet,
and turnip seeds into the garden. The wan-
ing moon is good for root crops, and when the
weather warms up a few weeks from now, you
may have the first sprouts in the county.

Think about ordering roses, hawthorn, rasp-
berry, tansy, hollyhock, peppermint, thyme and
chamomile, all herbs that fight abortion in your
flock and herd (and, of course, in humans too).

Spray fruit trees with dormant oil when high
temperatures climb into the 40s and freezing
temperatures are expected to stay away for 24
to 48 hours.

If you hear spring peepers (they sound like
“peep - peep”’) or wood frogs (they sound like a
flock of ducks), then you really know it’s almost
time to let the livestock out to the driest, green-
est piece of ground. On the other hand, if you
hear a flock of ducks, that should mean that the
wood frogs will soon be calling.

If you need a guard animal for your goats,
consider getting a cow. If raised with goats, a
single cow will think it’s a goat and will keep
dogs and coyotes from threatening the herd.

Don’t let your pigs — especially your piglets
and weaner pigs — get caught in late-winter
drafts. Wind chill can kill a young pig.

The Countdown to Spring

* Less than a week until the first red-winged
blackbirds arrive, and skunks prowl the nights

* A week and a half to the first snowdrop bloom
and the official start of early spring — a time when
maple sap season can begin at any moment

* Two weeks to major pussy willow emerging
season and the time during which salamanders
mate in the warm rains

* Three weeks to crocus season and owl hatch-
ing time and woodcock mating time

* Four and a half weeks to the beginning of
the morning robin chorus before sunrise. At the
same time, sand hill cranes assemble for migra-
tion in Nebraska

* Five weeks to daffodil season and silver ma-
ple blooming season and the first golden gold-

finches

* Eight weeks to tulip season and the first
wave of blooming woodland wildflowers and the
first butterflies

* Nine weeks until golden forsythia blooms
and skunk cabbage sends out its first leaves

Journal
Journal: The Archipelago of Early Spring
All that I had dreamed was true, is true.
The earth is fair, more fair
Than I had known or imagined.

Harlan Hubbard

In the early spring of the Ohio Valley, islands
of new life emerge from the waves of warmth
and cold that move across the landscape. Within
these islands, often separated from each other
by broad expanses of chilling winds, weeks of
gray skies, sometimes only narrowly divided by
a night of frost, the season reveals its stunning
topography.

Early spring is an archipelago of forms rising
out of February’s great sea, and like ephemeral
atolls, the events of this temporal, mottled conti-
nent multiply, swell, and recede to alter the face
of our habitat with an inexorable beauty. The ge-
ography of early spring is fixed in shape and or-
der but not in time. The archipelago of winter’s
end is fluid, what chronologists call a “floating
sequence,” a sequence the dates of which are
relatively well known in relation to one another
but not in relation to when exactly they will oc-
cur on the brittle Gregorian calendar.

Observation and memory, however, easily de-
cipher the secret code of the floating sequence,
uncover the fluid terrain from which fauna and
flora materialize, and spread a map of promise
across the seemingly uncharted expanse of win-
ter. In Yellow Springs, early spring fills the six
weeks between the middle of February and the
end March. This month and a half links the deep
cold with the lushness of April, and it is made
up of constellations of color, motion and sound,
and musterings of new sprouts and leaves, birds,
insects, mammals and fishes. In the South, this
season can arrive in the middle of the year’s first
weeks; along the Canadian border, it comes in
May. Wherever the floating sequence begins, it
follows something of the order below; no mat-
ter where it takes place, the following landmarks
are only fragments of a far greater ferment.

Starting with the major thaw of February’s
third week, the first cluster of spring’s appear-
ance takes the form of snowdrops and aconites
flowering together in the warmest micro-cli-
mates beside the prophetic hellebores and Chi-
nese witch hazels of late January.

Within a few days, snow crocus and iris retic-
ulata complete this island of time at the chilliest
edge of spring.

A parallel cluster rises from the swamps: the
skunk cabbage blossoms at Jacoby. In alleyways
and lawns, common chickweed, dandelions and
hen bit complement the cabbage. Above them all,
red-winged blackbirds stake out different limits.

(Continued on Page 3)
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After Snowdrop Winter (between
February 23rd and 27th), ducks and
geese follow the lead of the black-
birds, marking ownership of the
more favorable river sites for nest-
ing. Migrant robins join the size-
able flocks that overwintered in the
Glen.

Past the seasons of the snowdrops
and aconites, mid-season crocuses
initiate more complex configurations
that lead to fat pussy willows, bright
blue squills, delicate yellow jonquils,
then to the full-size daffodils, then to
purple grape hyacinths, then to pale
wood hyacinths and pushkinias.

Towering on the horizon, silver
maples and the red maples and box
elders prepare to fruit.

To these out croppings come the
pollen seekers: the honeybees and
carpenter bees. Other creatures fol-
low. Mosquitoes and newborn wolf
spiders look for prey.

The mounds of ants rise from
winter’s prairie. In rivers and ponds,
water striders mate. Earthworms
come out of hiding, lie together in
the mild night rains. It is salaman-
der season in the slime and snake
basking season in the sun. Spring

peepers peep.

Then the root and insect eaters
become active, joining the beavers
that have been cutting trees and eat-
ing bark since January. Groundhogs
dig up the hillsides.

Opossums, skunks, raccoons
come seek their mates and suste-
nance. Turkey vultures circle the
roads looking for road kill. Wild
turkeys start to call.

The first woodcocks spiral in the
woods. In the village, the tufted tit-
mouse spirals, too.

When pussy willows are at their
peak, new configurations take
shape, adding multiple pathways to
all the recent temporal spaces. Into
the world of pussy willows come the
white magnolias in town, snow tril-
lium along the Little Miami, spring
beauties on the college green.

Across the bottomland, soft touch-
me-nots sprout, coveted ramps push
up their medicinal foliage to pace
the stalks of daylilies, rhubarb and
precocious bleeding hearts.

When pollen covers the pussy
willows, then honeysuckle, mock
orange, privet, wild multiflora roses,
lilac, black raspberry and coralberry
leaves break out from their buds, a
signal for cornus mas and lungwort
to flower and for mourning cloak
butterflies and cabbage moths to
navigate the channels of equinox.
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A few days later come the ques-
tion-mark and tortoise-shell but-
terflies and then the white-spotted
skippers.

In the last few days of March
when the pussy willow catkins
start to fall, the archipelago of early
spring becomes a dense maze of
islets unimaginable at the end of
February.

In the trees, the finches turn
gold. In ponds, the toads are sing-
ing. Calves and lambs appear in the
fields. Carp are frolicking in the
rivers. Young opossums come out
to play.

Wasps crawl from their winter
crevices.

In the garden, the early tulips un-
fold. Star of Holland comes in be-
neath the bright forsythia.

Buckeyes unravel along Grinnell
Road. Plums bloom on Xenia Avenue.

And just as skunk cabbage starts
to produce its foliage at Jacoby, the
first tremendous mass of wildflow-
ers suddenly opens all at once on
the farthest and mildest border of
the early spring archipelago: inflo-
rescence of periwinkle, hepatica,
violet cress, harbinger of spring,
bloodroot, Dutchman’s britches,
bittercress, twinleaf and Virginia
bluebell leading now into the end-
lessly intricate paradise of April.

ALMANACK LITERATURE

Never Kid One Another!
A True Story
by Eleanor Yeager, Sylvania, OH

\My brother Albert married Eliz-
abeth in 1938. Whenever my hus-
band Ray would talk to Elizabeth,
they always ended up saying, “If I
ever go first, I’ll take you with me.”

It was a stormy night, July 12,
1966.

Ray got home late. After din-
ner, he sat in the living room, had a
heart attack and passed on.

The next night, July 13, 1966, at
Reeb’s Funeral Home, my sister-in-
law Elizabeth was greeting every-
one good night. She put her hand on
my son Ernest’s shoulder, and then
died right there.

They took her to Nivel’s Funeral
Home. It was hard on everyone, go-
ing back and forth to the different
funeral homes to see their loved
ones.

So please do not kid around, be-
cause what you say does come true!

skekok

Follow the advance of Early
Spring every day with Bill Felk-
er’s A Daybook for February,
available on Amazon. FN

What About The Other Half?

Words of Inspiration
By Pastor James Mann

A statistic we often see is the
claim that nearly one half of all
marriages fail.

That most certainly is a tragic
number as failed marriages often
create heartaches that last for many
years and even generations to the
families involved. Jesus’ teach-
ing would indicate divorce was not
God’s intent.

In Matthew 19:3-6 He teaches:
“Some Pharisees came and tried to
trap him with this question: “Should
a man be allowed to divorce his
wife for just any reason?”

“Haven’t you read the Scrip-
tures?” Jesus replied.

“They record that from the be-
ginning ‘God made them male and
female.’

And he said, ‘This explains why
a man leaves his father and mother
and is joined to his wife, and the
two are united into one. Since
they are no longer two but one, let
no one split apart what God has
joined together.”

While there are some marriages

that should end, we must agree the
fifty percent number is rather high.

Several years ago, I read an ar-
ticle claiming when bank people
are trained to look for counterfeit
money, they are shown genuine
bills over and over and over, so
when something counterfeit comes
up they recognize it right away- it’s
not the “real thing”.

Perhaps we should take a hint
from those tactics and question why
we focus on the half of the mar-

riages that fail and not the half that
succeed.

We have much to learn from
those who keep their commitments
made in marriage.

During the many marriage re-
newals I have been blessed to offi-
ciate, I often remind those couples
their original marriage vows in-
cluded the promises to endure and
share all the trials of life together,
the good and the bad; the poverty
and wealth; joy and sorrow; sick-
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\ Delta, Ohio
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D Lot
e
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ness and health.

When questioned, there is a
unanimous agreement they have
experienced all of those situations
and emotions in their married lives.

By uniting the strengths God has
blessed onto each of those individu-
als, with the Lord’s help nothing can
separate them one from another.

Do you ever question how to suc-
ceed in marriage?

Focus on the ones that make it,
not the ones that fail.

We have much to learn from
their experiences.

Philippians 4:8 declares: “And
now, dear brothers and sisters, one
final thing.

Fix your thoughts on what is true,
and honorable, and right, and pure,
and lovely, and admirable.

Think about things that are ex-
cellent and worthy of praise.”

Celebrate marriage!

Rejoice as those years roll by
with one anniversary after another!

Thank God for the gift of love he
has granted you in each other. FN
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Tom and Myrtle Smith
were my dad’s neighbors
when he was growing up.

He always spoke fondly
of them and remembered
sneaking over to their house
to ask for a hunk of ring bo-
logna and a green onion.

Mrs. Smith expanded on
Dad’s recollection sharing
he was around 5-8 years old
at the time of his craving for
green onions and bologna.

It especially surprised
her that a little kid his age
liked onions.

She would watch him
trot back down the road to
go home with an onion in
one hand and bologna in
the other; first taking a bite
of one and then a bite of the
other until both was con-
sumed before he reached
home.

After smelling onion on
his breath, his mother would
scold him for “begging.”

Dad lived with The Smiths
during his senior year of high
school, 1949-1950.

He and his mother dis-

agreed about what kind of
school clothes she allowed
him to wear.
- One day, after yet anoth-
er argument about clothing,
Dad ran away from home—
to the Smiths’ house about
a quarter mile up the road.

After graduation, he joined
the army and he was not im-
pressed with the wardrobe
Uncle Sam provided either.

Nor was he impressed
with the free trip to Korea.

My dad was just one of
several people who found
a temporary home with the
Smiths.

I knew several of them
during the 1960s.

Charlie worked at the
factory with Mr. Smith,
however, Charlie’s wife
emptied their bank account
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| Think We’re Alone Now

and then disappeared.

He lived with the Smiths
until he recovered financially.

I liked being invited for
supper because after the
meal, Charlie performed
card tricks.

Charlie was still living
with the Smiths when Earl
moved in—he was a friend
from church.

Earl was old and cranky.
He didn’t talk much, least
of all to a kid like me. Mrs.
Smith said Earl had cancer
and no family to take care
of him in his last days. Dur-
ing this time a young mi-
grant couple with the last
name Gomez stayed with
the Smiths, too.

In the 1980s, while help-
ing Mrs. Smith research her
family tree, I was astonished
by the parade of people who
lived with the Smiths even
before my dad, Charlie, Earl
and the Gomez couple!!

I commented that they
never seemed to be alone.

“Not very often,” an-
swered Mrs. Smith.

As Mrs. Smith grew
older, she was eager to talk
about her life and I was ea-
ger to listen.

It’s the family stories that
give color to the black and
white dates of genealogy.

I encouraged her to write
it all down.

From the beginning of
their marriage in 1927, the
Smiths had live-in company
almost continuously.

After the ceremony, Mr.
Smith’s two- year-old neph-
ew went home with them
right from the church.

“From the brickyard to your home.”
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My Two Cents Worth

by Ivy Lane

Mr. Smith’s sister was an
unwed mother and not ca-
pable of taking care of her
son, Clarence.

However, Mr. Smith’s
tender heart would not al-
low his sister to put Clar-
ence up for adoption.

So, Clarence lived with
the Smiths until he was ten
years old.

During that time both
of Mrs. Smith’s grandfa-
thers came to live with her,
though not at the same time.

Each of them died at her
house surrounded by love.

Also in that ten year peri-
od, two children were born
to the Smiths.

Shortly after the grand-
fathers passed away, Clar-
ence’s mother married and
returned for her son, howev-
er, he was a frequent week-
end visitor.

Before the house had a
chance to feel empty, Mr.
Smiths” mother needed a
place to live. She was re-
cently widowed for the sec-
ond time and not well her-
self. So, she made her last
home on this earth with her
son and daughter-in-law.

Mrs. Smith thought it
was the late 1940s when
Noel, the homosexual man
lived with them.

He’d been turned away
from several rental proper-
ties and had come very dis-
couraged.

The Smiths believed it to
be divine intervention that
Noel and Mr. Smith pulled

into the service station at
the same time.

To the total stranger on
the other side of the gas
pump, Mr. Smith said, ““You
can stay at our place until
you find something”.

Mrs. Smith recalled No-
el’s green thumb and how
their vegetable and flower
gardens had thrived the four
years he lived there.

Mrs. Smith said, It was af-
ter the war”, when their son’s
teenaged friend, Joe, moved in.

Joe’s father was physi-
cally abusive, so the Smiths
offered him a place to spend
the night.

That turned into two
years until Joe was old
enough to join the Navy.

Anita and her toddler
daughter came to live with
them in 1950 after my dad
had left for the army.

Anita was Mrs. Smith’s
cousin who was in the mid-
dle of a bitter divorce.

The 1960s brought Char-
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lie, Earl, and the Gomez’s
who had a baby while they
lived with the Smiths. Those
were the last guests at “The
Smith Homeless Shelter”, as
my dad jokingly called it.

In 1977, for their 50th
wedding anniversary, Tom
and Myrtle’s children gifted
them with a honeymoon
trip; the honeymoon they
didn’t get back in 1927
when Clarence, the nephew,
made them an instant fam-
ily; followed by a steady
stream of house guests who
needed shelter more than
the Smiths needed privacy.

Their home was a sanc-
tuary for those who had no-
where else to go.

The Smiths could not have
loaned you money... they
hardly ever had any to spare.

But, they could give you
a seat at the table and a
peaceful place to lay your
head for as long as you
needed it.

They were some very
special people.

Ivy Lane is the pen
name of a writer who lives
in northwestern Ohio and
wishes to remain anony-
mous. FN
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The Amish
Cook
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by Gloria Yoder
The Changing It made an impression on
Family all of us that it is important

So my six children are all
in school.

Yes, that’s right, Julia
is having fun packing six
lunches each morning.

Joshua goes to kinder-
garten, which is three days
a week for three weeks.

Currently I am doing
some homeschooling in the
forenoon, then by noon they
are all gone—that equals an
empty house.

In a way it could be sad.

On the other hand, I feel
so much joy as I see them
growing up.

As my mother released
me to grow up and become
my own person, so I want
to do for all our little ones
growing big.

So that means no more
babies, no more toddlers
around the house.

Ages 5-14 keeps things
interesting.

They are all old enough
to hold their own opinions
and share ideas.

They are able to team up
together and make a dif-
ference where they go, or
bicker and also make a dif-
ference where they go!

On that first morning
as they all bundled up to
go, it hit me that our chil-
dren make up a third of the
school children in our little
country school.

Now that is sobering.

to note what we think and
what we do.

As a mother, as much as
I love them and would not
want to do without any of
them, I admit I have strug-
gled with times of feeling
overwhelmed in providing
for them all.

But as we heard on Sun-
day, we do have the privi-
lege of living an abundant
life.

If T am not living an
abundant life, I am most
likely so taken with things
that weigh me down that I
have not yet shared it with
another and allowed them
to speak into my life and to-
gether go to Jesus.

Yes, I have my times 1|
wonder if I can go on.

Then recently I shared
with a few others how there
seems to be a thousand
things I idealize in fam-
ily life, but am only able
to reach a handful of those
goals.

The advice was simple
and practical: make a list
of at least some of those
things, then prioritize what
you will focus on first.

The rest of those nine
hundred, ninety-some will
wait til the time is right,
and they will not be there to
taunt you.

As I went to make the
list, there was a sense of re-

FREELANCE WRITER
OPENING

Are you looking for an

interesting part-time job?
Why not become a freelance writer/
photographer for Farmland News?
You can meet new people and work from home.

Must have your own camera and be willing to
drive 40-50 miles for interviews.

Our coverage area includes:

Defiance, Fulton, Henry, Lucas, Paulding, Putnam,
Van Wert, Williams and Wood Counties in Ohio;
Hillsdale & Lenawee Counties in Michigan.
Previous experience a plus.

Contact Dianne at:
Newsl @FarmlandNews.com or
call 888-445-9456.

S.F

lief; I could now see it, and
it would be waiting there for
me til tomorrow, next sum-
mer, next year, or whenever
the time would be right to
tackle the next goal.

Well, okay, my tablet
didn’t reach a thousand, but
the list keeps growing.

Without really think-
ing about it, I sense myself
veering more toward some
of those goals, now that I
wrote them out.

While the children love
the feeling of accomplish-
ing a goal or joining in on
a family project of helping
others or simply practicing
polite manners, they also
get tired of it at times—like
this morning when I was
asked, “Mom, why are you
so hard on me?!”

Before the youngster left
for his walk to school, I
asked if that was the case or
if I was just waiting til he
was ready to comply with
what he was told to do.

With a grin he admitted
the latter.

I think of God.

I twist and tug and pull
and wonder why He is so
hard on me.

Is that the case, or is He
simply patiently allowing
what is best for now?

From the cabin window
where I'm relishing the
quiet, I watch the four hors-
es graze in the meadow, a
few birds soar above the
pond.

I glance over the chest-
nut grove where I look for-
ward to work in once warm
weather is here.

Recipe Of The Week

Soft Orange Sugar V2
Winter Bakery Cookies

1 cup butter

1 cup sugar

1 large egg
2-1/4 cups flour
1 teaspoon baking soda
Zest of 1 orange

Cream butter and sugar until fluffy.

Beat in egg and orange zest.

Stir in flour and baking soda.

Scoop soft dough balls

Space evenly on baking sheet.

Bake at 350 degress for 10-12 minutes
until tender.

This Recipe of the Week is from Mary Schroll, McComb, Ohio J \\
NI

So much is so perfect, but
then I think of this summer
and wonder how well T will
be able to manage the house
and the children seven days
a week.

I have a choice to make.

What will it be?

Will T twist God’s arm
and tell Him I don’t have the
capability, or will I take to-
day and breathe in His very
presence in the moment?

A cardinal sings outside
the window.

It draws my mind to the
One who created me in the
first place.

Yes, I'll take today and
trust grace to be there
for the morrow.

As His Word promised,
we will not be given more
than He gives grace to walk
through.

Let’s embrace the journey,
for this too, we have Jesus!

The children and 1 plan
to make Dad’s favorite ice
cream pie next week.

24,

Enjoy some for yourself!

Ice Cream Pie

2 cups Rice Krispies

1 tablespoon melted but-
ter

1/2 cup marshmallow
creme

2-3 cups vanil-
la ice cream

1-1/2 cups fruit glaze or
pie filling of your choice

Melt butter in marshmal-
low créme.

Add Rice Krispies and
mix together.

Pat into a 8” pie pan, cov-
ering the bottom and sides.

Next put 4 cups of vanil-
la ice cream in the crust and
freeze.

Top with fruit glaze
or pie filling before serving.

Readers may write Glo-
ria with culinary or cultural
questions at: Gloria Yoder,
10510 E. 350th Avenue, Flat
Rock, IL 62427. FN

FACKLER
MONUMENT

Ic3l

COMPANY, INC

THIRD GENERATION OWNED

PRE-PLANNING GIVES YOU PEACE OF MIND

* Monuments

e Cremation Products
e Vases & Urns

* Mausoleums

® Rock Lettering

* Address Markers

* Pet Markers

Largest Indoor Display in the Tri-State Area

MONDAY - FRIDAY -

8AM - 5PM  SATURDAY « BY APPOINTMENT

411 West Main Street, Montpelier, OH

51 South Howell Street, Hillsdale, Mi
419-485-5588

www.facklermonument.com



This past spring, I be-
came aware of a group here
in Ohio that wants to get rid
of all real estate property
taxes in Ohio.

At face value, that sound-
ed like a really nice fix
to the literal explosion of
property tax costs in the last
couple of years.

Forty to Fifty+ dollars an
acre in property taxes are
owed before farmers can
even turn a wheel to start a
cropping season.

It really hit home back in
September, when at a local
elevator appreciation night,
there was a farmer who
partially ruined the night,
by passing around a petition
for people attending to sign,
to get the elimination of all
real estate taxes eliminated
in the state of Ohio, via a
constitutional amendment
to the Ohio constitution.

He never offered us a
chance to sign his peti-
tion, we must have been
too small fry of farmers for
his liking, but that’s when I
started to re-educate myself
on the Ohio property tax
system.

I actually learned first
about it way back when I
went to get my school prin-
cipal license, and had to
take a course on “School
Finance”.

The course covered how
school funding started in
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“Do You Ever Wonder?”

Tales From The South Side Of Napoleon

by Sam Hatcher

Ohio, and how it has trans-
formed to today’s present
funding mess, with words
such as:

* Millage

e appraised value

* CAUV

* DeRolf Decision

* Millage floor

* Levies

* Triennial update

and the like were pre-
sented to us eager future
school administrators.

The Ohio General As-
sembly has not helped solve
the issue either, by constant-
ly “kicking the can” down
the road, and thereby pro-
longing the issue, instead of
solving the issue.

You ever wonder what
would happen by elimi-
nating real estate property
taxes...

How does one fund local
schools?

How does one keep their
county roads and township
roads built and maintained?

How does one have sher-
iff, fire and EMS services
and law protection?

How does one even get
buried in a township cem-
etery, since with no proper-

DEFIANCE, OHIO
since 1996

< Give Us
=l AIH W~ A Call
L For An
AUCTIONEERs Auction!

419-576-2717

SIEFKER REAL ESTATE & AUCTION CO.
Ottawa, Ohio 419-538-6184

=LLC=

Josh Grime ¢ Jed Grime

ARCHBOLD WeINSTALL RADIATORS -
RADIATOR

RADIATOR SALES ¢ REPAIR ¢ RE-CORING
AIR CONDITIONING SERVICE ¢ FUEL TANK SEALING & REPAIR
o DIESEL PARTICULATE FILTER CLEANING

* Brake Replacement * Oil Changes ¢ Coolant System Flushing
* Heating, Cooling & Electrical Diagnostic * Condensers ¢ Oil Coolers
* Heater Core Installation * Heat Exchangers * Blower Motors
* Charge Air Coolers * Water Pump Installation * Fuel Tank/Fuel Pump Installation

AUTO ¢ FARM ¢ CONSTRUCTION ¢ INDUSTRIAL

“Located north of Yoder & Frey”
3889 Co. Rd. 24 + Archbold, OH 43502

ALL MAKES & MODELS
419-445-2030

www.archboldradiator.com

ty tax revenue, all of these
entities; county, townships,
sheriff departments, fire de-
partments, EMS services,
and schools, would essen-
tially out of business?

I wonder if that goofy
farmer who passed around
that petition back in Sep-
tember ever thought about
that scenario!

Does he have a fleet of
snowplows to plow and salt
winter roads, crews to pave
and patch county and town-
ship roads in the summer, a
fleet of ambulances to haul
sick people to the hospi-
tal, and monies to keep the
schools up and running?

He might - after all he is
tighter than bark on a tree,
and inherited most of his
wealth - but seriously, how
can any, sane person, who
doesn’t live in the three
“C”’s of Cleveland, Colum-
bus, Cincinnati, eliminate
real estate property taxes,
and expect the same public
services that are currently
provided?

One person suggested
raising the sales tax - great
idea if one lives in the three
“C’s, after all, that would
create enough money to re-
place the property tax rev-
enue.

Has anybody ever thought
about how that would work
in the rest of Ohio’s coun-
ties though?

Raise the Ohio sales tax
to 18% (which is a number
that has actually been float-
ed around), and if I live in
a border county of say Defi-
ance, Paulding, Fulton, Wil-
liams or Lucas, and I need a
different washer and dryer,
I can drive to Indiana or
Michigan for my purchase,
and pay only 7.5% sales tax
on my major purchases, as
opposed to the 18% I would
pay by buying in Ohio.

Yes, one should indeed
wonder what the future
holds if the amendment to
the Ohio constitution pass-
es eliminating real estate
property taxes.

Maybe these crazies need
to actually shovel some cold

mix to patch a township
road, ride in an ambulance
to the scene of an vehicle
accident, ride with a sheriff
deputy to a domestic dis-
pute with firearms involved,
or better yet, greet a room-
ful of school kids with no
books for teaching them, or
for that matter, a building to
even teach them in...

What works in the three
“C’s, will most definitely
not work in the 80+ other
counties of Ohio. I most def-
initely appreciate the public
services that our real estate
property taxes pay for.

I cannot even imagine
the life of the average Ohio-
an should this amendment
pass.

Stricter term limits for
state legislators needs to
pass to remove the moss-
backs who won’t solve the
tax problem, as opposed to
playing musical chairs to
get re-elected.

Then legislators can be
put in place who will actu-
ally solve the tax problem,
instead of kicking that pro-
verbial can down the road.

Sam Hatcher is a free-
lance writer who grew up
on a farm south of Napo-
leon and still farms there
with his brother. He now
lives near Cecil and has
retired from teaching at
Paulding High School. FN

Kruse Farm Dramage, LIC
Bob and Allison Kruse » 419-576-2751

TOMORROW'S LEADERS ARE

TODAY’S FFA MEMBERS

As POET leads the revolution from oil dependence
to sustainability, we are proud to support our next
generation of FFA members and create jobs

for tomorrow’s ag leaders.

See the world differently.
POET.COM/Leipsic | 567-332-2410
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Celebrate National FFA Week
January 23 - 27, 2026

Meat Processing, BBQ & Country Store
Archbold, OH * 419-445-6366

Proud Supporter of the FFA Program.

CENTURY TRADING COMPANY, INC.

Y PROUD SUPPORTERS
5 OF THE
AREA FFA CHAPTERS

RECYCLING

1224 W. Main Street « Van Wert, OH 45891
Ph: 419-238-5232 » Fax: 419-238-4612

1S RESPONSIBLE

We Support The Area FFA Programs!

D
o8

YOUR FULL SERVICE M@ﬂg@ e /) Yo

LUMBER YARD! .

LUMBER C0O%
HLC

419-264-2331 * 1-866-422-1999
Over 50 Years Experience!

We build post frame buildings
to meet YOUR needs.

o StateFarm-

Jodi Herman Ins Agcy Inc
Jodi Herman, Agent

224 North Defiance Street
Archbold, OH 43502

Bus: 419-445-8626

State Farm, Bloomington, IL
1211999

Proud Supporters of the FFA Program!

SEE US FOR ALL YOUR... BEBWS
FEED - SEED - FERTILIZER
CHEMICALS - GRAIN SHEAT

Grelton Elevator, Inc.
P.O. Box 2 e Grelton, OH 43523
419-256-6381 419-592-5916

NOTE: Farmland News
is honored to recognize the
FFA Groups in our cover-
age area.

The past 6 months has
been a challenge for us.

We had several unfore-
seen things happen to our
employees and ownership.

However we are back in
business and ready to work
with the FFA groups.

Thank you for your pa-
tience.

ANTHONY WAYNE/
PENTA 2
5967 Finzel Road
Whitehouse, OH
43571
Advisor:
Courtney Bockbrader

ARCHBOLD FFA
600 Lafayette Street
Archbold, OH 43502
Advisor:
Ryan Sell

AYERSVILLE
28046 Watson Road
Defiance, OH 43512

Advisor:
Madisen Morlock

BOWLING GREEN
530 West Poe Road
Bowling Green, OH

3402
Advisor:
Stephanie Conway

GLANDORF
WAREHOUSE INC.

9483 Road 13
Ottawa, OH 45875

419-538-6010

We Have Many Services
To Offer The Farmer

ALL TYPES OF CUSTOM
WORK AND FABRICATION

+ Stainless Steel « Aluminum
* Portable Welding « Machine Work

MIG ¢+ TIG « ARC WELDING

D&G WELDING

Stuckey Family

302 W. Barre Rd.
Archbold, Ohio 43502

Business: 419-445-5751

CENTRAL LOCAL/ Edon, OH 43518
FAIRVIEW Advisor:
06289 US Highway 127 Maryellen Bliss
Sherwood, OH 43556
Advisor: Jessica Nagel ELMWOOD
7650 Jerry City Road
CRESTVIEW Bloomdale, OH 44817
(District. #4) Advisor:
531 East Tully Street Krysteena Brown
Convoy, OH 45832 Lawrence
Advisor:
Ericka Gibson EVERGREEN
14544 County Road 6
DELPHOS (Dist. #4)  Metamora, OH 43540
234 N, Jefferson Advisor:
Delphos, OH 45833 Alexis Howell
Advisor:
Scott Elwer FAYETTE
400 East Gamble Road
EASTWOOD Fayette, OH 43521
4900 Sugar Ridge Road Advisors:
Pemberville, OH Magie Pollard
43450 Kalley Schaefer
Advisor:
Jerry Swartz
FOUR COUNTY (1)
EDGERTON MAIN
111 East Rover Street 22900 State Route 34
Edgerton, OH 43517 Archbold, OH 43502
Advisor: Advisor:
Kristine Manning Tracy Dopp
EDON
NORTHWEST FOUR COUNTY (2)
802 West Indiana St. 22900 State Route 34
We Support
the Area
FFA
GI'Ollp s ! www.martinequipment Em&

www.martintrailers.com

755 American Road * Napoleon, Ohio 43545
(419) 598-8675

We Support the FFA!!

 Handyman Hardware LLC.
& The Pool Place

419-924-9070

111 West Jackson Street, West Unity, Ohio 43570

“Quality Hardware Supplies”

www.handymanhardwareoh.com B%B
Hours: Monday-Friday 8-6; Saturday 8-3 T
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Celebrate National FFA Week

January 23 - 27, 2026

Archbold, OH 43502 LINCOLNVIEW Advisor:
Advisor: (Dist. #4) Noah Neiderhouse * *
Jason Elston 15945R1\I/%gd1?1 Point OREGON/CLAY Unlte Ol
oa
GENOA Van Wert, OH 45891 5665 Seaman Road FUELS = LLUBRIGANTS = PROPANE : DEF
2C9180 glorth (%fno(il Adviser: Liz Gerdeman S)Ar(ciegpn, OI\I/I{ 43(? 1 }? Dependable Service Since 1927
ay Center Roa viser: Meredit www.natloil.com
Gen‘fiag’fjoﬁ“” 328 Slt)/Iu(t:}F %)%BStreet Wolfe 145 S. Water St. | Ney, OH | 419-658-2324
Tricia Schoen MCCOK&), OH 45858 185(%’1:[‘SEG0 Fueling Your Community
ViSOr: ontongany :
HOLGATE James Pierce Creed, Suite 2 e o DU e
801 Joe E Brown Ave. Bowling Green, OH
Holgate, OH 43527 MILLCREEK-WEST 3402
Advisor: UNITY (HILLTOP) Advisor:
Katie Black 1401 West Jackson St. Debbie Belleville
West Unity, OH 43570
KALIDA Advisor: PARKWAY (Dist. #4)
(Dist. #4) Katie Frey 400 Buckeye Street
301 North 3rd Street Rockford, OH 45882
Kalida, OH 43853 MILLER CITY/ Advisor:
Advisor: NEW CLEVELAND Jordan Dues 800-700-1199
Mitch Gable (Dist. #4) d
P.O. Box 38 PATRICK HENRY ruppseeds.com
LEIPSIC 200 North Main Street 6900 State Route 18
(Dist. #4) Miller City, OH 45864 Hamler, OH 43524
232 Oak Street Advisor: Advisors: ,
Leipsi“c(,1 OH 45856 Elizabeth Tietje A(ij Rce)%ds{l_aw e WAN: /0
ViSor: abe Oberlin \_ L\ I H I
Trey Schroeder NORTH CENTRAL é VV quws
400 East Baubice St. PAULDING (Dist. #4) Archbold, OH Inc:
LIBERTY CENTER Pioneer, OH 43554 405 North Water Street
100 Tiger Trail Advisor: Paulding, OH 45879
Libert}z1 § 5@3n§er, OH Mckayla Clymer Adviser: Baylee March | gawdust for
Advisors: OAK HARBOR PENTA CAREER Animal Bedding
Brandon Readshaw/ 11661 West State Rt. 163 CENTER 419-445-5206
Katherine Bell Oak Harbor, OH 43449 9301 Buck Road
Perrysbxég , OH 43551
viser:
?ﬁif}& Fertilizers Jody Germann We Support the Area FFA Programs
Custom Application &« R F4 P
DAVIS Herbicides *Seeds || FITF:TVLTNT:] ot %,
FARM SERVICES, INC. . CDNSTRUCT|0N co.
1973-2024 419-533-6431 GENERAL CONTRACTORS & E ngwli flolg OG E W
Servicing Area Farmers Delta Stryker, Ohio » 419-682-3251
for over 50 Years! 419-822-4988 NUCOR vgllww’.strykerfarmers .com
BUILDING
v T OEEEOW RN W T mm—m i m—mm m—— - . |
. Pectsille Grain Co. SYSTEMS ([ PROUD SUPPORTER OF THE
I 18251 CoO.XRd. DE I * PRE-ENGINEERED FFA PROGRAM
. Pettisville, Ohio 43553 1§ * FARM BUILDINGS
W PETTISVILLE GRAIN CoO. 419-446-2753 - Feed | » POLE BUILDINGS (— ‘\‘will Glu",,
. —_ 419-446-2547 - Main - CONCRETE WORK R YR Co
I Pettisville Grain Co. - Delta I * NEW HOMES = \,/
" We support the 600 Providence St. « REMODELING e, "\ @
FFA Program Delta, Ohio 43515 )
I 419-822-3210 I 419-636-3173 1 f
I www.pettisvillegrain.com 1 06559 ST. RT. 34
I One of our goals at PGC is to give back to our area I EDON, OHIO . . .
:- charities and the communities that made us successful. -: siebcon@bright.net \ Visit us at: www.jewel Igraln.com
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Celebrate National FFA Week
January 23 - 27, 2026

PETTISVILLE Highwa Advisor:
P.O.Box 53001 Sand Creek, MI 49279 Jason Kaylor
Pettisxglclle ,OH 43553 ] Adei\SA(/)fl: | TINORA
Visers: ennifer eeler
Whitney Short 5921 Domersville Rd. DRAINAGE LLC grmyr
Megan Drake 400 S%Etlé‘]()leigalr{we St. Deﬁanﬁ;]gOHr:“% 12 e FARM DRAINAGE © DRAINAGE SUPPLY
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605 Taylor Street Adviser:
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(517) 458-2208 Todd Studenka (Dist. #4) 255 Co. Rd. R Toll Free: 1-800-592-1434
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Larry McKown, Facility Manager Elmo}fd OH 43416 www.casindustries.com Fax: 419-592-5180
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_ Ryan Avers
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419-899-4000 Agriculture Farming @ A Farm ~ Business ~ IRA’s
We salute the FFA! We Support the Auto-Owners DESHLER 419-278-3065

FFA Programs! INSURANCE BOWLING GREEN 419-806-4131
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The chicks outside on a warm night.

CHICKS
(Continued From Page 1)

her mother to finalize her
schedule for fall and make
sure she had everything she
needed.

I could tell that Jayde was
excited to attend and eager
to learn!

I don’t have all of the
accounting students in my
classes because some of the
classes are taught by other

Take 30% Off
Any Mattress!

with your purchase of any furniture e

professors.

However, I've enjoyed
seeing Jayde grow in the
classes I had with her en-
rolled.

She isn’t afraid to ask
questions when she doesn’t
understand something, and
she often reads ahead and
puts some thought into the
topic before class.

These last few years,
Jayde has grown profession-
ally and personally at Trine.

*

¥

tn Napoleon, OH

Visit Herron’s Amish Furniture

I

HERRON’S AMISH
FURNITURE

This spring, at the age of
21 she will be working at an
internship at DOZ Account-
ing in Carmel, Indiana, dur-
ing the upcoming “busy
season.”

DOZ is a specialized
accounting firm offering
tax and audit services in a
niche’ industry: affordable
housing.

The tax laws and regula-
tions that were created un-
der the Tax Reform Act of
1986 to encourage investors
to fund affordable housing
for millions of Americans.

The investors enjoy spe-
cial tax credits by provid-
ing the housing options and
taking the risks of develop-
ment.

This frees up tax dollars
for the government rather
than the government being
a direct funding agent for
housing.

This type of business
structure is often conducted
through various forms of
partnerships.

Partnership accounting,
especially when it comes to
taxes under Internal Rev-
enue Code section K, is one
of the most complex in the
entire tax code.

I am confident that Jayde
will thrive in this endeavor!

This spring, she will also
be starting her MBA pro-
gram at Trine

Hobbies

For an accounting stu-
dent and coming from
a small town, Jayde has
a unique hobby and pas-
sion...she raises chickens,
she loves her chickens and
baby chicks!

While I taught at Wilm-
ington College in Wilming-
ton, Ohio, the Agriculture
program was the largest
major.

I often had AG students
take accounting as a re-
quired class, or they were
pursuing dual majors in Ag-
riculture and Accounting.

They were dedicated stu-
dents; with a fantastic work
ethic and that came from an
early age with involvement
in their local 4H programs.

In contrast to most of the
4-H and ag students from
the past, Jayde lives in town
and didn’t participate in 4H,
FFA, nor did any family
live on a farm.

Her interest in chickens
came about from seeing the
chicks for sale the TSC in
Wauseon where she works.
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It’s time to eat!

She fell in love with them,
so she bought some to raise.

Currently, Jayde now has
approximately 30 chickens.

I asked her, “Do you have
names for them?”

Her reply was, “Yes for
a few of them have names
— Lily, Martha, Rose, and
Roosty.

I asked her if the chick-
ens produce eggs and she
enthusiastically answered
“they produce several”!

I assumed that this had

turned into a part-time
business venture, however,
she informed me “I do not
sell many of the eggs.

Instead, 1 give them to
family, friends, and people
in need.”

Memories

The more I spoke with
Jayde about her chickens
the more fascinated 1 be-
came.

There was a time in the

(Continued on Page 12)
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107 Linden St. * West Unity, OH 43570
JAY TRISEL

P:419.924.5533 » (: 419.630.6228

www.A|DoorLLC.com * Jay@A]DoorLLC.com

LIGHTHOUSE TAXES, INC.
243 Baker Street, Bryan, Ohio 43506
419-630-3504

Open For Your Tax Preparation Needs
Individual or Small Business

Appointment, Drop Off or Walk-ins Welcome
Kathryn M Pool ASFP, Owner/Tax Preparer
Margie Cummins, Consultant/Tax Preparer

Combined 50 yrs. Experience

Located in the C V Electric Building = E Eg A
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(Corner of Baker & W. Mulberry)
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CHICKS
(Continued From Page 11)

1970s when I spent several
summers at my cousin’s and
grandfather’s farm that was
adjacent to it.

They  weren’t large
spreads of agriculture pro-
duction.

My uncle was a police
officer in the Columbus Po-
lice Department, and my
aunt was a nurse, however

they did raise some
chickens.

They had one rooster,
which we called Jonesy and
every morning, he did his
“crow.”.

I recall a vivid, although
in some ways gruesome
memory of when my uncle
would chop off the heads of
some of the chickens to be
processed.

I was fascinated by how
their bodies still flopped
and danced around a few
moments after their head
was severed.

Speaking with Jayde,
brought back all of these
memories pertaining to
raising chickens and those
two family farms.

I remember a time when
we had extra squash from
the garden that was going
bad.

The order was given for
us to throw the squash in
with the chickens.

I so not recall if that was
something they would eat
or they just wanted us to get
rid them in the field where

.. e

the chickens roamed.

Since that field and am-
ple room, we kids decided
it would be fun to “bomb”
them and watch them
jump out of the way of the
squash.

I suppose that wasn’t a
smart or humane thing to
do, but when you are 8 or 9
years old, it seemed like a
fun activity then.

Sadly, those chickens
all perished in the bliz-
zard of 1978 never to be
replaced.

My mom and aunt had
their fill of being “part time
farmers” each summer.

However, it was very
memorable for us while it
lasted.

Egg Colors
Over the summer I have

y

Phone 517-368-5721 Y
Fax 517-368-901 | |

%271 Bell 5t.
Camden, MI 49232

Shiery Animal

Hours !35 AP ointmcnt 7,

ROWN

AAUCTION SERVICE LTD

ALBERT "BERT” BROWN AUCTIONEER | 419-120851 | 06323 CO. RD. K. EDOK, OHO

Call Your Local, Full Service Auction Company!

Bert Brown ~ 419-212-0851,
Shane Sumner ~ 419-212-3448
Wyatt Zulch ~ 419-819-8602
Aaron Hill ~ 419-553-7531

The chicks are having some down time.

been cooking more with
fresh products from our lo-
cal farmers market.

While I've been obtain-
ing the meat, I have also
been gathering eggs and
fixing them in a variety of
ways. One thing that peaks
my interest is the variety of
colors of eggs.

My parents were basic
“black and white” people,
purchasing white eggs.

Unfortunately, I can’t re-
call the eggs that were laid
by my cousins chickens.

But any color other than
white or brown just seemed
odd.

What a treat...they
seemed to be better quality!

Maybe it was because
they were cage free and not
due to the the color.

However, now when I go
to the farmers market I no-
tice all sorts of color choic-
es: white, brown, green, and
blue!

Ask the Expert

I asked Jayde about the
color of eggs — her reply was
it depends on the chicken.

1) Leghorn chickens (I
automatically thought of the
cartoon character Foghorn
Leghorn) produce white
eggs.

2) Bantam produce small
tan colored eggs.

Some of the chicks sit on Jayde’s shoulder.

3) Americana - blue eggs.

4) Safire Sky - green eggs.

5) Black Sex-Link - brown
€ges;

6) Isa Brown, - Rhode Is-
land Reds.

You can see Jayde’s af-
fection for and connection
the chickens have with her
in some of the pictures.

Research
As 1 was contemplating
this article, I realized I am
far from an expert or even
a novice at raising chickens.
Being “old school” 1 re-
alized I should do some re-
search at the library on the

(Continued on Page 13)
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CHICKS
(Continued From Page 12)

subject.
One book I found was

Background Chickens: A

Guide for Beginners by Mi-
chelle Templin.

Michelle cites several
reasons folks have backyard
chickens.

One is “Chickens make
for an amusing, interactive,
and rewarding pet.

They are very sociable
and will provide hours of
entertainment with their
backyard antics.

This is evidenced by the
photo of Jayde with her
chickens.

In the chapter covering
some basic terms I discov-
ered something that contra-
dicts a saying that’s been
used in the past.

Often young men would
classify women of the fairer
sex as “chicks.”

In reality a “chick” is a
chicken from one day old
up to seven weeks old and
are “unsexed”, as the author
states it.

In other words, they are
too young to tell if they are
a male (rooster) or female
(hen) when they mature.

I also found out that
males under 12 months are
classified as cockerels and
over that age cocks.

Hens who are not old
enough to lay eggs are
called pullets and after that
Point of Lay (POL), basi-
cally another term for adult
hen.

A bantam, which Jayde
has in her family of chick-
ens, is not a breed persay...
just a smaller version of the
breed.

Michelle compares this
to the way they say, “minia-
ture poodles.”

I have mentioned in past

M Baughman Tile

Pioneers in the Drainage |I'I‘dl..l.ﬂl‘]\'

articles when frying bacon,
eggs are a great compliment
to any breakfast meal.

Actually, they are deli-
cious anytime!

Raising Chickens in
Town

Housing your chickens,
especially in a municipal
setting, provides some extra
challenges.

A few years ago, I started
hearing about “free range”
and “cage free” chickens,
those were terms I had not
heard in the past.

The first time I heard it
was at a Toastmasters Inter-
national meeting in Colum-
bus.

At this meeting one of the
speakers was advocating
buying eggs marked “cage
free” because the chickens
were treated humanely.

Although they cost more,
she said it was the “right

thing” to do.
Honestly, usually I just
grabbed the basic and

cheapest egg cartons.

So at some point I de-
cided to give cage free eggs
atry.

I don’t know what it is,
but I swear they are tastier!

Perhaps a happy chicken
produces a better egg?

If you live in an urban
setting “full free range” is
probably not an option.

Thus, the suggested op-
tion is to have some sort
of enclosure that gives the
chickens limited movement
in the yard.

For chickens just like
other creatures, water is
an important part of their
health... keep them hydrat-
ed!

One popular method
is using a gravity driven
drinker where you place
water in a plastic cylindri-
cal device.

eCo,

8516 Road 137 - Paulding, OH 45879
800.831.3160

www.haughmantile.com

AL

This is topped off with a
part that has extended rims
you screw on, then you flip
the device over.

Water feeds as much as
it can immediately through
gravity and as the chickens
drink the water flows down.

You usually see these at
farm supply stores where
the container that holds the
water is frosted white and
the bottom rim part that the
chickens drink from is red
or green.

As for a coop common
sense dictates it should be
safe and lockable.

However, various critters
such as foxes can dig in un-
der the coop!

This can be addressed in
a few ways.

1) Dig a trench around
the coop that is 12 inches
deep and 4 inches wide
and filling with concrete or
bricks.

2) Meshing skirting, this
is ideal for movable coops.

A mesh skirt needs to be
16 inches deep.

You can also put mesh
on the chicken coop floor,
but that presents problems
when the chicken’s instinct
kicks in to scratch the floor.

3) One last solution men-
tioned in Backyard Chick-
ens by Michelle Templin is
an electric fence.

Another book I came

across was The Joy of Keep-
ing Chickens: The Ultimate

Guide to Raising Poultry
for Fun or Profit by Jennifer

Megyesi.

I didn’t focus on this
book because it didn’t cover
the urban aspect like Jayde
has with her chickens.

However, it lists the con-
tact information for state re-
sources of our tri-state area.

Lastly, another more
in-depth book is Stoery’s
Guide to Raising Chickens:

Care, Feeding, Facilities by
Gail Damerow.

I encourage you to seek
out whatever resource you

Have A
Good
Story Idea?

Do you know of someone
who has an interesting
hobby and would make
a good feature story?

Call us at 1-888-445-9456
or send us an email at
News1@FarmlandNews.com
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Jayde spending some time with the chicks.

like if you are interested in
raising chickens like Jayde
has been doing.

Al Beatty started deliv-
ering newspapers in Sher-
man’s hometown of Lan-

caster, OH) and is now
teaching accounting in
the Hoosier state at Trine
University. Al and his wife
Molly are grandparents
to several and he enjoys
writing for fun.” FN

IMENSION

HARDWOODS
Edon, Ohio

419-272-2245

dimensionhardwoods.com

Buyers of Standing Timber and Cut Logs

@K umi

Kamco Industries. Inc.

1001 E. Jackson Street * West Unity, Ohio
419-924-5511
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Pack Pecans Into =
Every Cookie Bite

It’s common to indulge in
sweet treats a little more of-
ten once the holiday season
arrives.

Halloween kicks off peo-
ple’s tendency to consume
more desserts and candies,
and Thanksgiving, and later
Chanukah and Christmas,
may round out the year on a
sugary note.

Desserts can be made a
bit healthier with the right
ingredients.

Nuts certainly can pack
nutrition into each sweet bite.

This recipe for “Pecan
Cream Cheese Cookies”
feature pecans prominently.

With only 4 grams of
carbohydrates per serving,
pecans fit into plant-based
diets, a keto diet, a Medi-
terranean diet, and other
healthy eating plans.

One serving of pecans
contains 18 grams of unsatu-
rated fat, including oleic acid,
making them heart-healthy,
according to the American
Heart Association.

Enjoy this recipe, cour-
tesy of the American Pecan
Promotion Board.

Pecan Cream

Cheese Cookies
Yield: Around 24 cookies

1 cup pecan pieces

1/2  cup pecan meal

2-1/3 cups all-purpose
flour

1 teaspoon kosher salt

4 ounces cream cheese,
softened

2 tablespoons unsalted
butter, softened

1-1/4 cup sugar

1-1/2 tablespoons vanilla
extract

In a large bowl, whisk to-
gether the flour and salt, set
aside.

Using an electric mixer,
cream together the cream
cheese and butter until well
combined.

Mix in the sugar and va-
nilla. Reduce the speed to
low and gradually mix in
the flour.

Mix in the pecan pieces.

Roughly  divide the
dough in half. Wrap each
portion in plastic wrap or
parchment paper, forming
the dough into a log about 2
inches wide.

Wrap well and freeze
until firm, about 2 hours or
overnight.

When ready to bake, pre-
heat the oven to 350 F.

Line a baking sheet with
parchment paper or a sili-
cone baking mat.

Unwrap one log and care-
fully roll the outside in the
pecan meal, coating it well.

Slice the log into 1/4-inch
rounds and place them on
the prepared baking sheet.

Bake for 18 to 20 minutes
or until the middle is just
set and the cookies are just
starting to turn light brown
on the edges.

Cool the cookies on wire
racks.

Work in batches until all
of the dough has been used.

Store the cookies in an
airtight container.

Metro Creative
Connection

ﬂom@

¢

It was Doc’s idea, of

course.

That’s what made it sing.

That’s why it took off in
gales of laughter and fun.

He knew we needed the
money for the children
in our area who might be
without warm clothes this
winter, so he brainstormed
among himself and came up
with the golf tournament.

He went to Delbert
McLain, who is our local
chamber of commerce.

Delbert’s eyes lit up at the
suggestion, but then sudden-
ly clouded over with doubt.

“But Doc,” Delbert said,
“we don’t have a golf course.”

oun 'y’

“Leave that to me, Del-
bert me lad.

Leave that entirely to me.”

And so our medical lep-
rechaun talked to two farm-
ers whose land adjoined
each other, and after they
quit laughing, they agreed.

Doc rounded up Dud and
Herb Collins and laid out an
18-hole golf course in about
an hour.

They used steel t-posts
for flags (with bandanas tied
to the top) and dug a hole
with a shovel.

They put smaller flags at
the tee-off spots, and there
you go!

An 18-hole golf course

that was one hundred per-
cent hazard.

No fairway, just hazard.

Rocks and trees and
Lewis Creek and the occa-
sional cactus and yucca.

Doc figures if you make
it around all 18 holes with-
out encountering a poison-
ous snake, you should get
bonus points.

“This course,” said Doc,
“is so bad, everyone will
want to play, because every-
one will have a terrific excuse
for having a terrible game.”

The cattle were moved
to safer locations before
the tournament began, and
enough money was raised
to keep the kids warm this
winter.

“Life,” said Doc, “should
be ridiculous and fun.

So let’s do this again next
fall.”

Brought to you by Sad-
dle Up, A Cowboy Guide
to Writing by Slim Ran-
dles. On the internet and
from Rio Grande Publish-
ing in Albuquerque. FN

W

We would like to say THANK YOU

to all our loyal subscribers,
readers and writers!

Thanks for the story tips,
recipes, columns and
stories that you submit that
makes our paper unique!

Also, THANK YOU to our advertisers!

N

We appreciate your business.

Farmland News Staff /




38.74+/- ACRES REAL ESTATE

FARMLAND AUCTION

THURSDAY, MARCH 5, 2026 @ 11AM

Farm Located on County Road 2, Henry County
Just North of County Road M

38.74+/- Acres of a Perfect square, well tiled, tiled 30’
5-6 years ago. Parcel #33-360006.0000.
See whalenauction.com for terms & more information.

Owner: David & Cynthia Kistner

WWHALEN aft

REALTY & AUCTION, LTD.

AUCTIONEERS:
John & Jason Whalen, Mike Murry
419-875-6317 * 419-337-7653 °
Information herein deemed reliable but not guaranteed.
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LIVE PUBLIC AUCTION

Saturday, March 14, 2026 @ 9:30am

07586 County Road J, Montpelier, Ohio 43543
(east of Edon 4.5 miles on Road J, to Road 7.50 intersection)

Vehicles: (Sells At Approx 12 Noon): 2015 Toyota
Prius Model PRI in good condition; 2006 Chevrolet

Impala LS in good condition; 1986 Honda Elite 150
Scooter; 1988 Chevrolet Van for parts

Tractors &-Attachments-Equipment (Sells At Approx
12 Noon): IH Farmall 806 Diesel tractor with cab; IH

Farmall 656 Gas tractor with 2200 loader; IH Farmall 560
parts tractor; (2) Case SC vintage tractors; (3) John
Deere 318 Garden tractors; John Deere 6600 Diesel
combine w/ 216 grain head (parts machine); New Idea
model 5409 rotary disc mower; Glenco Soil Saver 9
shank disc chisel; 8’ John Deere RWA wheel disc; 18’IH
model 475 tandem offset disc; IH semi mount 5 bottom
plow; Brillion 12’ culti-mulcher; J & M Gravity wagon; (2)
Kill Bros. Gravity wagons; 20’ & 12’ field cultivators; IH
5100 Soybean Special end wheel drill; 4’pull type finish
mower; IH pull type 9’ sickle mower; Running gears; John
Deere 5 bottom & 3bottom plows; Case 2 bottom plows; 6
row crop cultivator; Ford Hay baler; 8’ Brillion packer; FG
550 fertilizer spreader; 14’ flat wagon; (2) JD snow blowers;
6 row crop cultivator; 6’ box scraper; Running gears;
Many more Misc pieces of older farm equipment.

Misc & Shop: Ford tractor suitcase weights; (4) sets IH
axle weights; Scorpion 340 Whip & Scorpion 440 TKX
Whip snowmobiles; Meyer 14’ Aluminum boat; Air
compressors & shop tools. More details coming soon.
Antiques & Primatives from the house & Barn:
More detailed list coming soon
For information contact Bert Brown 419-212-0851
For pictures & details go to: www.aabrownauctions.com

Terms: Cash, good check, credit/debit w/4% convenience
fee. Not responsible for accidents or items after being
sold. Loader & Susie’s Lunch available sale day.

Owner: Martin Bechtol Estate

Auctioneers:
BROWN Bert Brown
Shane Sumner
UCTION SERVICE LTD Wyatt Zulch
WA 4132120851 | 06323C0. RO ¥, EDOK, OH Aaron Hill

o ~re
onnigson [M& &
& AS socC | at es Auctioneer  2%SIeiSeEs

COLLECTOR
MEMORABILIA AUCTION

Feb 21st, 2026 @ 10:07AM

901 Rawson Ave Fremont, Ohio

Live Auction with Simulcast Online Bidding
Vintage farm toys, pedal tractors,

memorabilia and more!
419-547-7777

www.Bonnigson.com

AUCTION

ACTION

LIVE PUBLIC

LAND AUCTION
Thursday, March 19, 2026 @ 6:00pm

59 Acre Farm @ 7586 Co. Rd. J, Montpelier, Ohio

Offered in 3 Separate Tracts:
Tract 1: Older brick home and barns on 2 acre corner lot
Tract 2: Approx. 33 acres with 25.5 ac. tillable ground &
7 ac. woods
Tract 3: Approx. 24 acres with 16.5 tillable ground & 7
ac. Woods

5.9 acres with home and farm buildings
@ 6540 Co Rd J, Edon Ohio
Offered in 2 separate tracts
Tract 4: Older Country 3 bedroom home on 3.23 acres
Tract 5: Large barn and pole barns on 2.70 acres

We will be offering these tracts via the multi-parcel
method, allowing you to purchase an individual tract,
combination of tracts, or the entire property.

Auction conducted @ Florence Twp Firehall,
324 S. Michigan, Edon Ohio

Terms: 10% non-refundable deposit day of sale on
parcels of land, $5000 non-refundable deposit day of sale
on parcels with buildings & homes. Balance due on or
before 45 days at closing & full possession. Cropping
privileges awarded when deposit is paid.
Owners:
Martin H Bechtol Estate & Jorette J Bechtol
Brian Kaiser, Attorney for the Estate
Mary Stoller Broker, 419-636-5656
Albert Brown, 419-212-0851 Shane Sumner, Phil Stotz
Auctioneers

See full details @ www.aabrownauctions.com

116 N. Main St. = Bryan, Ohio = 43506

*Seed *

MAMMOTH RED CLOVER SEED,
cleaned, tested and bagged. $105.00 per
bushel 60Lbs. 419-212-0643. 3/326

Wanted To Buy *

BUYING ANTIQUES, vintage and old
stuff. Single items, entire collections
and estates. Buying old signs, advertis-
ing items, oil cans, taxidermy, seed corn

bags, old photos, old tools, old cupboards, FExcess
books, wood boxes, crocks and pre-1970
baseball cards. Call or text 419-439-1328. B aggage
6/2/26 . .
Weighing You
* Wanted Down?

STORY IDEAS |If you know someone
who has an interesting hobby or has
another good idea for a story, please

Get Things Moving

call Farmiand News at 419-445-0456, | With A Classified!
toll-free at 1-888-445-9456 or email us
at News1@FarmlandNews.com tfn

* Gift Subscriptions * FARMLAND
REMEMBER FAVORITE PEOPLE with NEWS

a gift subscription to Farmland News! 52
issues for just $52. (419) 445-9456 or
toll-free 1-888-445-9456 tfn

419-445-9456
888-445-9456

FAX: 419-445-4444
Ads@FarmlandNews.com

R

Bi-Monthly Auction ~ 2nd Tuesday!

laclez, 0.5tz o

One Of The World’s Largest
Farm Machinery Auctions
Starting Time 9:00 AM
SALES DATES ON
NEW & USED
FARM MACHINERY

3649 CR 24 * PO Box 155
Archbold, Oh 43502

Online bidding provided  419.445-2080 « 800-364-2870
by EquipmentFacts Fax 419-445-2090

Next Farm

Machinery Auction
April 13 &14, 2026

AuctionTime.com

www.yoderandfreyfarm.com
E-mail: sales@yoderandfreyfarm.com

HAY & STRAW AUCTION EVERY MONDAY AT NOON

REAL ESTATE AUCTION

37+/- ACRES
16502 State Route 108, Fayette, OH 43521
Farm Loated North of Co. Rd. T

MARCH 4, 2026 @ 11AM

Auction held at Fulton County Fairgrounds
8514 State Route 108, Wauseon, OH 43567

Chesterfield Twp-Fulton County-Section 8

S mlosamit o MOKEINCI
e T—y ot ¥

T

Get prepared!! Great opportunity to add 37+/- acres,
almost all tillable, to your farm program. Generous road
frontage on SH 108. Parcel #03-003476-01.000, Soil Types:
Ottokee - Tedrow Sand, Taxes $1,605.38/yr, Evergreen School
District, See whalenauction.com for terms & more information.

Owner: Daniel and Jacquelyn Keller

WHALEN it

REALTY & AUCTION, LTD.

AUCTIONEERS:
John & Jason Whalen, Mike Murry
419-337-7653 » 419-875-6317
Information herein deemed reliable but not guaranteed.
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CALL US WITH YOUR AD!

419-445-9456
Toll-Free 1-888-445-9456

E-Mail: Members@FarmlandNews.com

Or...send this form with a check or credit card information to...
Farmland News, PO Box 240, Archbold, Ohio 43502-0240

11 Week-$7.50 [ 2 Weeks—$12.00
Up to 15 words Up to 15 words

1 3 Weeks—-$16.50 [ 4 Weeks—$21.00
Up to 15 words Up to 15 words
NAME
ADDRESS
TOWN
PHONE

CREDIT CARD # EXP. DATE
SIGNATURE

PHONE # VISA s

TYPE OF AD (check appropriate box)
1 Antiques 1 Garage Sale 1 Livestock 1 Pets 1 Services
1 Auto Services 1 Hay/Straw 1 Livestock Equip. 1 Produce 1 Special Notices
1 Cars/Trucks 1 Help Wanted 1 Miscellaneous 1 Real Estate 1 Wanted
) Farm Equip. 1 Horse/Pony 1 Misc. For Sale (1 Recreational
1 For Rent 1 lrrigation 1 Mobile Homes  [] Seed

Please write your ad, including phone number, on the lines below (one word per line).

Please use additional lines for longer ads.
(50¢ per word for the first week, 30¢ per word for each successive week).

OFFICE USE ONLY:
Insertion Dates Check #




