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Creativity, Opportunity and Community

by Molly Huddle

In a bright, energetic stu-
dio in Napoleon, creativity
fills the air.

Paintings, ceramics, and
colorful artwork line the
walls, each piece reflecting
the individuality of the art-
ists who created them.

Since opening in 2009,
the Soaring Arts Studio lo-
cated at 119 W Washington
Street, Napoleon, Ohio has
served as a place where ar-
tistic expression and com-
munity connection thrive.

More than just an art
studio, Soaring Arts func-
tions as a creative program
designed to empower adults
with developmental disabil-
ities.

The space provides oppor-
tunities for participants to ex-
press themselves through art
while also building valuable
life and workplace skills.

Through hands-on activi-
ties and collaborative learn-
ing, artists not only explore

(Continued on Page 8)
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Poor Will's Farmland News Almanack

Copyright © W.L. Felker

March 18 - 24

As if to yield ends one’s life?
As if one is forever encased,
ice settled upon one’s branches, a rigid
coating sealing all pores, blocking all doors.

Are the trees afraid when spring startles?
They can’t imagine leafing,
sunk in the comfort winter
finally granted frost-clothed.

One has to fool them forward
Lure by light filtered oddly
and disguised in cold winds,
But then, don’t even the trees surrender?

Barbara Valdez

Phases of the Red-Winged Blackbird Moon
And the Robin Chorus Moon

March 11: The Moon enters its final quarter.
March 18: The Robin Chorus Moon is new
March 25: The Moon enters its second quarter.
March 31: The Moon is full.

The Sun
Equinox occurs at 10:45 a.m. on March 20

The Weather in the Week Ahead

With equinox, the chances of highs in the 20s
fall below five percent for the first time since
the middle of December, but the 18th brings the
greatest chance of frost in the entire month - a
full 90 percent chance.

March 20th is typically the wettest day of the
week, with a 60 percent chance of precipitation
and the most thunderstorms since autumn.

The 21st is the driest, with just a 25 percent
chance.

The 21st also brings the most sun of any day
in the third week of March: 70 percent of those
days are clear to partly cloudy.

Only two other March days get so bright - the
7th and today, the 15th.

The Stars in March’s Third Quarter

By the middle of the month, all of winter’s
stars are clustered together now in the far west
just a few hours after dark.

They take the Milky Way with them and com-
pletely disappear from view by three o’clock in
the morning.

By that time, however, the summer band of the
Milky Way appears in the northeastern sky, along
with Cygnus, the Northern Cross, and Aquila. In
order to see both the winter and summer sides of
the Milky Way, you need to be out at midnight;
then look along the horizon starting in the east,
then turning to the north, then all the way due
west

If you scan the horizon an hour or so before
sunrise, you will see the wandering stars of Cap-
ricorn in the southeast.

In the south, find Sagittarius, and then Scorpius
(easily identified by the red star,) Antares, in its
center. West of Scorpius, is the boxy Libra.

West of Libra, is Virgo, marked by Spica, the
brightest of the western stars.

Natural Calendar

When the mourning cloaks, the question marks,
the tortoise shells and the white cabbage butterflies
come out, catfish are getting ready to feed in the
Little and Great Miami Rivers, and goldfinches are
turning gold throughout the Valley.

The great predawn chorus of birds begins
near 6:00 a.m. Later in the day, flickers and pile-
ated woodpeckers call. Winged ants will be fly-
ing then, and the first green-bottle flies. Garter
snakes will lie out sunning.

When butterflies appear, spring picks up
speed, the number of new plants increasing ev-
ery day even though the air is cool.

Hepatica, harbinger of spring, and twinleaf
are pushing out. Toad trillium and Dutchman’s
britches are ready to open.

The foliage of wild geranium, clover, and col-
umbine is growing. September’s zigzag golden-
rod is two inches long.

Leaves of the golden Alexander are an inch
across.

Scarlet cup mushrooms swell in the dark.

All the leaves and fungi and butterflies in the
Ohio Valley are signs that sandhill cranes are
migrating through the Rocky Mountains.

The road to Savannah is green with leaves a
third to half emerged.

Wisteria is fragrant along the Georgia coast,
and fields of rice show off their purple blossoms.
In Alabama, it’s time for redbud trees and pears
to bloom.

On the outskirts of New Orleans, winter cress
is going to seed, and huge, squat yellow thistles
grow beside the roads; in the French Quarter,
azaleas and camellias are wide open, and yellow
day lilies and the crepe myrtles are flowering.

In the Field and Garden

Start a journal listing the bloom dates for the
spring bulbs in your garden or that you see flow-
ering in the neighborhood.

That way, you can tell the future flowering
dates (more or less).

Frost-seed the pastures where the ground is
still freezing and thawing on a regular basis.

If you have fruit trees, complete your spraying
with dormant oil before temperatures get any
warmer and buds break dormancy.

Mites, scale, and aphid eggs will mature
quickly when the temperatures climb above 60
degrees. The insects will be more easily con-
trolled by dormant oil spray the closer they are
to hatching.

Countdown to Spring
* One week until the blooming Middle Spring
wildflowers in the woods
* Three weeks until American toads sing their
mating songs in the night.

* Four weeks until the Great Dandelion and
Violet Bloom begins

* Five weeks until azaleas and snowball vi-
burnums and dogwoods blossom

* Six weeks until iris and poppies and daisies
come into flower

* Seven weeks until the beginning of clover
bloom in yards and pastures

* Eight weeks until the first orange day lily
flowers

* Nine weeks until roses bloom and thistles
bud

* Ten weeks until the high tree canopy begins
to shade the garden

Journal

Even though average blooming dates of cer-
tain spring shrubs have moved back about a
week in the past thirty years, the familiar struc-
ture of the seasons is not so different than that
of the 1980s.

In spite of changes, I continue to enjoy the
similarities that continue to appear.

David Jensen’s snowdrops bloomed on Febru-
ary 1 in 1988 like those in front of Liz’s house
in 2012.

Janet Hacket’s aconites flowered on February
8, 1991 and on February 11, 1993, at least a week
ahead of those in the Stafford Street alley this
year.

Probably the most striking changes that the
almanack has noted, thanks to many observers
who have shared their observations, concern
birds.

In the last century, sandhill cranes did not fly
over Yellow Springs like they now do every No-
vember and December.

Phil Hawkey was the first to report them in
2004, and every year afterwards, village resi-
dents have seen or heard them.

When my family and I arrived in Yellow
Springs in the 1970s, the appearance of turkey
vultures in March or late February was a sign
of spring.

Then, just in the past decade, the sightings
became earlier and earlier until it was clear the
vultures were no longer leaving the area during
the late fall; they were spending the winter here.

And in 2004, the first black buzzard (a vari-
ety of vulture that rarely ventured north of the
Ohio River in the 20th century) was reported in
the Glen, and by 2009, small flocks were over-
wintering in the county, along with their turkey
vulture relatives.

In reviewing my journal for this column, I
have been reassured to see once again that what
has happened before will happen again.

It is comforting to see that each week and even
each day has its own agenda for weather, flow-
ers, insects, grass and trees, even as that agenda
may be slowly transformed by climate.

As I piece together my own life, I realize that
its fragments accumulate around natural history,
threads of excitement, disappointment, idealism
and love weaving in and around snowstorms and
starlight, robins, anemones and lilacs, shifting

(Continued on Page 3)
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too in a kind of precession of equi-
noxes around the sun.

ALMANACK LITERATURE
The Precious Knife
By Lois Kilgore, Plymouth, OH

This is a true story about my
nephew, James, when he was about
eight or nine years old.

My sister, Ruth, and her family
of seven children (of which James
was the second kid) lived in Knott
County, Kentucky.

I went down to visit them for a
week. They had an outhouse in the
back.

We were sitting and talking in
the kitchen, snapping green beans
for supper.

Then we heard one of the chil-
dren screaming, “Help me, please!

Help me, please!”

We ran outside to see what was
happening.

Well, we tracked the sound to the
outhouse and found James down in
it. He’d fallen in and couldn’t get
back out.

We got him out and asked, “What
in the world were you doing down
there?”

He said that he dropped his knife
that his grandpa had given to him,
and that no one was ever going to
get that knife, not even the out-
house.

We laughed until we couldn’t
laugh any more.

I think about that every time I
think of him. He got killed in 1992,
and we put his knife with him.

keksk

Follow the month of April in Bill
Felker’s Daytook for the Year,
available from Amazon.
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FREELANCE WRITER
OPENING

Are you looking for an

interesting part-time job?
Why not become a freelance writer/
photographer for Farmland News?
You can meet new people and work from home.

Must have your own camera and be willing to
drive 40-50 miles for interviews.

Our coverage area includes:

Defiance, Fulton, Henry, Lucas, Paulding, Putnam,
Van Wert, Williams and Wood Counties in Ohio;
Hillsdale & Lenawee Counties in Michigan.
Previous experience a plus.

Contact Christine at:
Newsl @FarmlandNews.com or
call 888-445-9456.
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It amazes me that the worst
prophet in the Bible was arguably
the most successful.

And Jonah was a terrible prophet!

God told him to go to Nineveh
and prophesy.

Jonah said, “Hold that thought,”
slipped out the back door, and ran
as far as he could in the opposite
direction.

When he reached the shores of
the Mediterranean Sea, he hopped
on a ship and kept going.

His destination was Tarshish.

We don’t know where Tarshish
was, except that it was far, far away
over the sea—as far away as Jonah
could get from Nineveh.

And from God....Or so he thought.

After being thrown overboard,
swallowed by a fish, taken back to
Israel, and vomited onto the beach,
Jonah gives up and begins trudging
overland toward Nineveh.

When he arrives at that great city,
he stalks the streets shouting, “For-
ty days more, and Nineveh shall be
overthrown!”

Jonah doesn’t tell the Ninevites
what they’ve done wrong or how to
avoid judgment.

He doesn’t call them to repen-
tance or give them any hope.

He merely pronounces doom and
then leaves.

Jonah

Words of Inspiration
By Pastor John David Thacker

He makes camp outside the city
and waits for the fireworks to start.

He wants a front-row seat for
Nineveh’s destruction.

But something truly amazing
happens.

Although Jonah prophesied be-
grudgingly and half-heartedly, like a
surly teenager doing chores against
his will, (“I'll wash these dishes, but
they are not going to be clean!”) the
Ninevites listen to him and repent!

The king and all the people—the
entire city, even the animals—fast
and pray and ask God for forgive-
ness. And God forgives them.

If Isaiah or Jeremiah had such an
overwhelmingly favorable response
to their messages, they would have

been ecstatic.

But not Jonah. Jonah is furious.

He lashes out at God, complain-
ing, “This is why I fled to Tarshish
at the beginning; for I knew that
you are a gracious God and merci-
ful, slow to anger, and abounding in
steadfast love, and ready to relent
from punishing.”

Coming from another prophet,
those would be words of gratitude
and praise.

But from Jonah’s lips, they are a
bitter accusation: “You are too soft,
God!”

Jonah did not want Nineveh to
repent.

He wanted to watch Nineveh
burn.

Zion Mennonite Church
300 Short Buehrer Road

Sunday Service Schedule:
Worship Service ~ 9:30 am
Sunday School ~ 10:45 am

Archbold, Ohio 43502

Everyone Welcome

But why?

Because Nineveh was the capital
of the Assyrian Empire.

And Assyria was the enemy of
Israel.

Jonah didn’t want God to be mer-
ciful to his enemy.

Like most of us, Jonah wanted
God to be merciful to him and com-
passionate to his people, but strict
and vengeful with his opponents.

This story is a powerful remind-
er that God loves all people, not just
the ones we love.

All those who confess their sin
and call upon God will be heard.

This was a bitter pill for Jonah to
swallow.

I don’t know if he, the messenger,
ever got the message himself.

The story ends on a poignant, un-
answered question.

God asks Jonah, “Should I not
be concerned about Nineveh, that
great city, in which there are more
than a hundred and twenty thou-
sand persons who do not know
their right hand from their left, and
also many animals?”

What is our answer to God’s
question?

Do we approve of God’s mercy,
even for our enemies?

Will we love as God loves?

Will we forgive?

Or will we run away? FN
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Submitted by
OSU Extension Office

The C-FARM (https:/
carbon.osu.edu/c-farm) re-
search team is farmers, land-
owners, or other decision-
makers managing cropland
or farmland to participate in
a comprehensive survey fo-
cused on carbon markets.

Your responses will help
researchers understand the
challenges, questions, and in-
formation gaps that influence
participation in agricultural
carbon programs, ultimately
guiding future outreach and
extension efforts.

How to Participate:

Completing this Qual-
trics survey will take 10-
12 minutes. Ohio Farm-
ers can complete the survey
online by October 31, 2026.

Completing the survey
constitutes your consent to

Farm and Field Report
Help us Shape the Future

participate in the study.

As a token of apprecia-
tion for your time, Ohio
Farmers who complete the
survey will receive a $10
virtual gift card.

Please remember to in-
clude your full name and
email address at the end of
the survey so we can send
the gift card.

Linktoaccesssurvey: https:/
osu.azl.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/
SV_4luy6pldfEotUwu

QR for survey:

Inquiries with questions
about the survey or its use
should be directed to Mi-
chael Estadt, estadt.3@osu.
edu, Prasanna Oruganti, oru-
ganti.l1@osu.edu, Elizabeth
Hawkins, hawkins.301@
osu.edu, Asmita Murum-
kar, murumkar.1@osu.edu

Funding source: This
Project is funded by “The
Foundation for Food and Ag-
riculture Research (FFAR).”

Principle  Investigator(s):
Michael Estadt, Prasanna Oru-
ganti, Dr. Elizabeth Hawkins,
Dr. Asmita Murumkar.

Crop Observation and
Recommendation Network

C.O.R.N. Newsletter is a
summary of crop observa-
tions, related information,
and appropriate recommen-
dations for Ohio crop pro-
ducers and industry.

CORN. Newsletter is
produced by the Ohio

What s Carbon Cwels?

Dacomposition

Figure 1: Explains what the Agricultural
Carbon Cycle is (Created by Fariba
Babaeian and Asmita Murumkar)

State University Extension
Agronomy Team, state spe-
cialists at The Ohio State
University and the Ohio
Agricultural Research
and Development Center
(OARDC). C.O.R.N. News-
letter questions are directed

to Extension and OARDC
state specialists and associ-
ates at Ohio State.

Author(s):

Prasanna Oruganti, Eliz-
abeth Hawkins, Asmita

Murumkar
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Conversations With My Wife

r“‘““‘““‘““““‘““““‘““““‘““‘\““““““““““

There is an old joke that I
heard long ago and recently
it appeared on the internet.

A husband was read-
ing the newspaper, and he
told his wife that an ar-
ticle he was reading stated
that women talked twice as
much as men.

It said that men speak
about fifteen thousand
words a day and women say
about thirty thousand.

She laid down her maga-
zine and said, “That is be-
cause everything I say to
you, | have to repeat”.

Well, it is not that way in
our house.

I am very hard of hear-
ing, therefore my wife has
to say three or four times as
many words a day as I do. .

I'm on my second pair of
hearing aids and they cer-
tainly are not perfect.

We might be sitting,
watching television and she
will say something, and I
will say, “what”.

She will repeat it and
again, I say, “what”.

Finally, I turn the televi-
sion down and for the third
time say, “What”.

I look her straight in the
face so I can read her lips
and listen with intent...at
last I understand.

Often when we are
watching TV 1 won’t hear
what’s being said.

I’ll have to ask my wife
and by the time I under-
stand what she said we’ve
missed three minutes of the
broadcast.

I wore glasses until I was
in my fifties.

I had corrective surgery
on my eyes and it gave me
20/20 vision.

/

r“\““

While at 88 years old, it
is probably not quite that
good now but it’s still very
good.

My wife lost vision in her
right eye when she was a
child, and she has had prob-
lems with her left eye.

Her hearing is excellent.

I tell her I am her eyes
and she is my ears.

I have ear noises to con-
tend with due due to my re-
duced ability to hear clearly
and I hear what sounds like
a motor running all the
time.

Additionally, I have neu-
ropathy in my legs and quite
often I get body vibrations
because of this.

It would have been comi-
cal for you to see me one
evening in our house as I
could feel vibrations and
the sound of a motor run-
ning in my ear.

I told my wife, “some-
thing is running” — I hear it
and I feel it.

I'm chasing around the
house looking for some-
thing that did not exist.

As lovable and sweet as
she is, she is not perfect ei-
ther.

She occasionally mis-
places things, mostly, her
cell phone or reading glass-
es.

On one occasion we
looked high and low for
something she had mis-
placed.

I don’t recall what it was,

[ e e e e e e e
I
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Yesterday, Today and Tomorrow

by Ron Bliss
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but when we finally found
it... in the refrigerator.

Not a likely place for it.

The best one was her cell
phone.

This is how the conversa-
tion went.

“Have you seen my cell
phone?”

“No, where did you have
it last?”

‘I don’t remember but I
can’t find it anywhere.”

“Did you check the car.”

“Yes, it’s not there.”

“Well, let’s dial it and see
if we can follow the sound.”

“Ring, ring, ring, ring,
ring.”

Wow!

“Sounds like it is coming
from the garage.”

“T’ll bet I left it in the car,
but I did look there.”

“Well, it isn’t in the car,
let’s check the trunk.”

“No, not there either.”

Dial again.

Ring, ring, ring.

It seems to be coming
from over here.

I lift the lid on the gar-
bage can and dig deep.

Ah, here it is, in with the
garbage.

Conversations  around
our house can become a bit
comical at times.

It didn’t used to be this
way but since we have got-
ten older it seems to have
happened naturally.

As I have aged, my mind
has become a bit befuddled.

My wife is much better
than I am.

Oh, she is not perfect by
any means but just better
than me.

I make it to Walmart
about three times a week.

Since I eat a banana and
an orange every day for
breakfast I must go fre-
quently as I don’t like ba-
nanas when they are too
ripe.

She does but not me.

Recently I told her I was
going to Walmart.

Sometimes 1 go just to
get out of the house for a
while.

At my age it is like a mini

k\\\\\\\\

vacation.

She asked what I needed
and I said bananas.

She told me to pick up a
gallon of milk while I was
at it.

I spent a little over an
hour in the store.

I came home with banan-
as, two different kinds of
cookies, cat food for the fe-
ral cats, two items from the
clearance aisle, some potato
salad, ice cream, a shirt |
didn’t need but was on sale,
and some vitamin C drops
that I eat like candy.

She said, “Where is the
milk”?

I told her I knew there
was something I had forgot-
ten.

She said, “you only went
after bananas and milk”.

“Well, I'll go back,” I told
her.

“Let it go, we have
enough until tomorrow.”

You might be think-
ing she was unkind in her
words.

She was not.

My wife is one of the
sweetest people you could
ever meet.

We have been married
over 66 years and we do not
argue.

Never have.

Periodically T will go to
the bank and draw out a

few hundred dollars from
our checking account, so I
have spending money in my
wallet.

A few months ago, I did
just that.

I drew out three hundred
dollars.

The teller asked me if I
needed an envelope.

I said no and folded it up
and placed it in my front
pocket.

That was the last time I
saw the money.

I must have pulled some-
thing from my pocket
and the money fell to the
ground.

If you are still young, pay
attention.

These are life lessons for
you, so you do not repeat
them in your old age.

By now you probably
have the impression that we
are a bit strange.

Not at all.

We are just your average
Great Grandma and Great
Grandpa.

They are just like us.

They just don’t confide in
you the way we have.

Ron was born in
McClure, Ohio, raised in
Napoleon and has lived in
Wauseon for the past 64
years.

A Navy veteran, he
worked in Quality Control
at Campbell Soup Com-
pany for almost 37 years.
He’s been writing poems
since he was in school
and has self-published 21
books of poetry. FN
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Looking for a place to go...
Check out these area events!

MARCH 28: “Maple Syrup Festival!!!” Held at Williams County <
Fairgrounds, 619 E. Main St., Montpelier, OH. Saturday from <
8:00 am - 12 Noon. Pancakes and Sausage with “Real” Maple <
Syrup. Breakfast starts at 7:30 a.m. with 2 serving lines, cost
$10.00, children 5 and under free. Horse drawn & tractor wagon
rides, sugar shack, tree tapping and collection process, maple
products, kettle corn, tree seedling sale, plus many forestry and <
wildlife events, History of Early Americans & Artifacts, rope
making. Call the Williams SWCD at 419-636-9395

Call 1-888-445-9456 or
Email to Members@Farmlandnews.com
to Inquire About Listing Your Event Here!

Cuvents!
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The Amish
Cook

by Gloria Yoder

Heavy Hearts

We walked in the quiet of
the morning.

It was a tad before 5:00 a.m.

No one seemed to mind
the early morning exertion.

At the corner of the
country gravel road we met
several neighbors who were
also waiting on a bus ride to
the wedding in Kentucky,
where Abby, one of our
girls from church, would be
married that day.

The children were excit-
ed as we climbed onto the
bus and found seats.

I was too — nonetheless
there was also a sense of sad-
ness at the thought of having
an empty seat beside me.

Not empty in the sense of
no one sitting there, as I'm
surrounded with children,
but lonesome in the thought
of the passing of Daniel.

But it was okay.

I’ve found that I can get
swallowed up worrying
about not fitting in with the
girls, or not being like other
families.

But the other mindset
works much better — I find
joy in being with the girls,
after all, they’re not married
either!

With that I also find com-
fort in spending time with
other couples, after all, was
not that the life I still cher-
ish?

So on the bus I found
myself situated between the
couples and the girls — and
best of all, my Savior, who
stayed with me the duration
of the trip.

In less than three hours

we arrived at the commu-
nity center, where a group
of us got off to help with
morning preparations for
feeding the 500 guests.

The others headed on to
the church building where
services had begun.

A few hours later when
we arrived where the cere-
mony would be performed,
the last stanzas of a German
song were being sung.

We filed in and took our
seats among the many others.

The next hour and a half
were spent listening to mes-
sages, mostly on marriage.

The young couple was
encouraged to keep walk-
ing with the Lord as they
stepped into marriage and
all that He has for them.

It was touching to see
their hands joined in mar-
riage, knowing that this
lifelong commitment was
not meant to be all easy, yet
with Christ, there would be
untold blessings.

Though my husband is
no longer at my side, I still
take delight in seeing other
marriages flourish together
after years of weathering
and intensity.

It’s a beautiful picture of
the love Jesus, as the groom,
has for us as His bride — no
matter the cost, we stay true
to Him and He to us.

The table waiter, cooks,
coffee servers, and other
helpers all hopped onto three
buses to be shuttled over to
the community center.

Upon our arrival we ate
lunch before tackling our
noon tasks.

Candles were lit across

PRE-PLANNING GIVES YOU PEACE OF MIND

FACKLER
MONUMENT

Ic3l

COMPANY, INC

THIRD GENERATION OWNED

* Monuments

e Cremation Products
e Vases & Urns

* Mausoleums

® Rock Lettering

* Address Markers

® Pet Markers

Largest Indoor Display in the Tri-State Area
MONDAY - FRIDAY * 8AM - 5PM  SATURDAY < BY APPOINTMENT

411 West Main Street, Montpelier, OH

51 South Howell Street, Hillsdale, Mi
419-485-5588

www.facklermonument.com

Cheesy Taco Pasta

1-Ib. ground beef
1 packet taco seasoning
1-1/2 cups salsa
1/3 cup water
2 cups shredded Taco Blend Cheese
8-0z. rotini pasta

In a skillet over medium high heat, brown the ground beef completely.
Drain off the excess grease.
While the meat is cooking, boil the pasta until tender; drain.

Add the water and taco seasoning to the ground beef, saute for several

minutes.

Mix the pasta, salsa and 1-1/2 cups of the cheese in with the meat
mixture until well blended.
Sprinkle the remaining cheese over the top of the mixture and serve.

Makes 4 servings.

Enjoy!

This Recipe of the Week is from Sandra Berk, Lyons, Ohio

the tables, and finishing
touches on the food.

Mashed potatoes, gravy,
grilled chicken, buttered
noodles, wedding salad,
herb bread, brownie fruit
pizza, and Snickers tapioca
was on the menu.

When the guests began
filing into the reception
the 70 helpers lined up to
sing.

It looked pretty, most of
the girls wore gray or blush
with white aprons, the guys
stood along the back with
white and black shirts.

One song especially
blessed my heart which was
a favorite of my uncle’s fam-
ily as they walked the cancer
journey together.

Aren’t those words so
true for any stage of life?
“God is still good™!

The weather was perfect
with gentle sunshine and
slight breeze.

By mid afternoon most
of the guests had cleared
out while some of us hung
around to help with kitchen
work and chat with friends.

A highlight for me was
meeting extended fam-
ily from both the bride and
groom.

The groom’s mother is a
widow, thus holds a special
place in my heart.

Now on the front porch
of the community center I
took a seat beside this el-
derly lady and introduced
myself.

I was quite surprised to
learn that she is the mother
of my widow friend.

Gentleness and kindness

seeped through her entire
demeanor.

More
around.

We listened with keen in-
terest as she told stories of
long ago days.

It was evident that she
had many years of experi-
ence in life; it is those peo-
ple that make me want to
just sit and listen for hours.

Haven’'t they gleaned
much in life that we can
learn from?

By 5:00 it was supper
time and a new set of guests
were ushered in.

I gathered the children,
we headed for the table to
be served.

Again the reality of be-
ing alone swept over me.

I thought of the many
widows out there, I thought
of those who were never
married, and those who
were married and wished
they weren’t.

At the end of the day it
is the reality in everyone’s
personal life that we're all
faced with.

Yes, tears are not bad, in
fact they are important.

What we do with them is
perhaps, just as important.

Will they make us or
break us?

After a light supper of
hot ham and cheese sand-
wiches, mac and cheese,
leftover salad, cupcakes,
and ice cream cups, we ea-
gerly listened to an inspira-
tion shared by the bride’s
uncle.

After filing through and
greeting the couple and the

ladies gathered

parents, we all headed for
the bus, ready for the ride
home.

Abby we’ll miss you,
now that you moved to KY
to be with your new hus-
band, nonetheless we wish
you God’s touch each step
of the journey!

Try this delicious broc-
coli salad that was served at
the wedding!

Weddin

Broccoli Salad

1 head broccoli chopped

1 head cauliflow-
er chopped

1 cup mayonnaise

1 cup sour cream

1/2 cup sugar

1/2 teaspoon salt

1/2 pound bacon fried
and crumbled

1 cup Cheddar
cheese shredded

Combine the chopped
broccoli and cauliflower in
a large bowl.

In a separate bowl, com-
bine the mayonnaise, sour
cream, sugar, and salt to
make a creamy dressing.

Add the dressing to the
broccoli—cauliflower mix,
stirring to evenly coat the
vegetables.

Stir in the bacon and the
cheese, reserving a small
amount to sprinkle on top
of the salad just before serv-
ing.

Readers may write Glo-
ria with culinary or cultural
questions at: Gloria Yoder,
10510 E. 350th Avenue, Flat
Rock, IL 62427. FN
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Future
Farmers

NSCC AG GROWS HERE INVITES YOU:

OPEN HOUSE

COME VIST OUR NEW CLASSROOM & LAB!

Come enjoy some
refreshments with
students &
Professor Miller!

3-6PM

March 26,2026

Northwest State Community College
22600 OH-34 Archbold, OH 43502
Ag Room B'|'|3

Ag Grows Here Invites You to:

' NSCC AG .~
RECRUTMENT
-~ NIGHT ~

MARCH 30, 2026 +

>

Join us for a night of fun!
Meet New Students
Campus Tour
Register for Classes
Pizza & More!

RSVP: GO.NORTHWESTSTATE.EDU/REGISTER/AGNIGHT2026

Northwest State Community College
22600 OH-84 Archbold, OH 43502
Ag Room BII3 orthwest State

Got Questions? N Community College

Email: kmiller2@northweststate.edu

|
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When old Joe Gilliam
began digging that hole
in his front yard, out there
close to the street, neighbors
watched and wondered.

When he got his grandson
to help him carry the shade
tree sapling from his pickup
to the hole, people nodded.

Mystery solved.

Old Joe’s planting a tree.

by Slim Randles

After removing the root
mass from the five-gallon
pot, the grandson disap-
peared and Old Joe was left
to care for the baby tree.

He carefully spread the
tiny feeder roots out and
tucked them in with soil.

Then he packed more
dirt around the tree’s base
and soaked it well with the

hose.

No one else saw anything
odd in Joe planting that tree,
either, but Joe’s been retired
now going on 20 years.

He’s old and getting more
frail each year.

By the time that sapling
gets large enough to give
homes to squirrels and birds
and shade to neighbors and
a resting place for dogs, Joe
will have been long gone.

Planting a tree is an affir-
mation of faith in the future.

It is a gift to those yet un-
born.

It is a legacy of goodness,
an old man’s prayer.

Brought to you by
“Strange Tales of Alaska”
by Slim Randles. Now
available online. FN

Blast From The Past...
Farmland News 1964

Welcome to our Blast from the Past... a new column featuring
a glimpse of vintage Farmland News articles.

We would love your feedback and hope you enjoy this new column.

ATOAT OF WAX .

HOUSEHOLD ﬁ/m

v [he ¢Prvee of Lichew clam w i
i i Pl foomm o [
: x *  * :
LI TR HL\-!N wrajped pras AR § AL (w7 4220
\ srep Coodhy M from Kpeing +&f eger
< R Ao
LIT YOUR SlALL. vy wee patt padal Drushes for e
S They raz be rlesaad saaly with pold sl IWEOT,
: * * o R L ge
UEEN TYING A jecunfe (of Ba =@ wrl "0 {0 < i
Wi Ughiem 20 11 & " ,!‘."""4’ a Life mace vy
b f * W niriat ool
['\r.‘-’\r:lr‘.'- FE] "!A‘L""-"—" .
1+

¥ yea do, the whites

w* ' —
e lllllfLL*w curimnd Bew Sody Wil wel AR |

e

v irkisg

wlog il et [fr— prip &1y,

* ‘
SUF A s AR od adasminecs ol

ety fwiTAE D A8

te '
Sy AOgule b PGS oW

Laf add EAITR #m

* 'rall o

Aot & N

aldrap ol SNTE

18 % bakuwg 20 tabeh [u ices whiich savie oTeT |
L _'t_ ‘
‘ * . t_;_,'"'.--—'l 1
s L4 Fe ‘J
FLANYE AND m DIRTREF S wall for seeaething |
Pl 3 cosgpde of Magiag pots a'--‘ e -
§ 't

o,

arend aad ractive.

sfe sfe sfe sle sfesieslesesiesiesiesie siesfe e sfesfe s

Chickens For
Outer Space

Waenrwt s

aawh! bk & Cue
Keonady, schintles e 1T
poried %0 b olviag the
prmaliil Ny :!:r:.‘i.'.jr;,g
Bh O 1o see whethey
thiriets emmbrpod wil e
e bermally Ia space
The chicken smbrve s o
deted well mltnd foe 1hds

Dol sioce 2 hay bewe ol
=y W earth
N e 31 . &y denyl gmart

= wed pulind ta W 150d

Wb, and Bavipuse | I
|Enewn et g7 vity Mas
Pott elioct om o, 1o epry
W be lsraed W acder 19

bk

J“ e m ;\'-Lﬁ"nrlf:
th.‘ =<t h T4y 35—
Hew o trasspert the apey

= et “'h"..d! wlill
mﬂh m(m‘,f 2 0



8—Farmland News, Archbold, Ohio Tuesday, March 17, 2026

Maddie Lutts displaying her artwork.

Brett Light busy painting.

CREATIVITY
(Continued From Page 1)

creativity but also gain con-
fidence and independence.

Walking into the studio
one observes a vibrant en-
vironment filled with color
and movement.

Artwork from a wide va-
riety of artists is displayed
throughout the building,
with pieces regularly ro-
tated to highlight new cre-
ations.

The atmosphere is wel-
coming and energetic with
artists greeting one another

warmly, while working on
projects that range from
paintings and ceramics, to
jewelry and mixed-media
designs.

What is

the Soaring Arts?
According to studio co-
ordinator Tonya Wagner,
the program operates as a
day program connected to
Filling Homes and serves
individuals from several

counties in the region.
Participants who come
to the studio create artwork
that can be sold later on

The artists who painted this mural.

commission.

This allows the artist to
gain real-world experience
in the creative marketplace.

While art is at the center
of the program, the studio’s
mission extends far beyond
producing paintings or pot-
tery.

The program focuses on
preparing individuals for
employment and active par-
ticipation in their communi-
ties.

Artists take part in many
of the responsibilities in-
volved in running the stu-
dio and learning practical
skills that mirror those
used in professional work-
places.

Participants assist with
tasks such as:

* Cleaning and organiz-
ing the workspace

* Managing inventory

* Maintaining the studio’s
website

e Interacting with cus-
tomers who visit the gallery.

Some artists help teach
community classes, guiding
visitors through art projects
and explaining creative tech-
niques.

By combining artistic
practice with practical re-
sponsibilities, the program
helps artists develop both
creative and professional
abilities.

History and Challenges

The studio has grown
significantly since its early
years.

When Soaring Arts first
opened, it began as a small-
er program with fewer art-
ists and limited space.

Over the years however,
the organization has ex-
panded as interest in the
program grew and commu-
nity support increased.

The studio today serves
a wide range of artists and
regularly hosts events that
bring residents into the cre-
ative process.

This growth has helped
the program establish itself
as an important cultural and
educational resource within
the community.

The name  “Soaring
Arts” also has a creative
origin connected directly to
the artists as they worked
together to design possible
logos for the studio.

One design featuring a
bird, stood out among the
others, eventually becoming
the studio’s official symbol.

(Continued on Page 9)

SPhING SALE ON

OUTDOOR FURNITURE!

HURRY IN BEFORE MARCH 31!

v 20% Off Storewide

v~ Browse a Huge Variety of
Comfortable Outdoor Furniture

v~ 12 Months Free Financing
Up to 48 Months Financing Available

VISIT HERRON’S AMISH FURNITURE

HERRON'S AMISH

FURNITURE




Aric Gurzynski doing pottery.

CREATIVITY
(Continued From Page 8)

From thatimage, the name
“Soaring Arts” emerged, re-
flecting the idea of creativ-
ity taking flight.

While the studio provides
a supportive and inspiring
environment, the artists
themselves often face per-
sonal challenges.

Some participants deal
with mobility limitations,
while others struggle with
fears, uncertainty, or ner-
vousness when trying new
experiences.

Despite these obstacles,
the program encourages
artists to push beyond their
comfort zone and explore
new opportunities.

If so, give us a call at
1-888-445-9456 or
send an email to:
Newsl @FarmlandNews.com

Over time many of them
develop the skills and con-
fidence they once believed
were out of their reach.

For example, some of
the artists who initially felt
too nervous to speak in
front of groups have grown
comfortable enough to lead
community workshops and
teach art classes.

Through encouragement
and practice they’ve dis-
covered new strengths and
talents, while helping others
learn creative techniques.

The Scope of Art
Community support has
definitely played a role in
the success of Soaring Arts.
Studio Coordinator Tonya
shared that the Napoleon

Have A Good
Story Idea?

Do you know of someone who
would make an interesting
feature story in our paper?

community has consistently
shown strong support for
the program and the artists
who participate in it.

Local residents, organi-
zations, and businesses of-
ten attend events, purchase
artwork, or donate supplies.

Over the years, public
understanding of the pro-
gram has also grown.

Rather than focusing on
disabilities, many commu-
nity members now focus on
the creativity and artistic
ability displayed in the stu-
dio’s work.

This shift has helped in-
crease appreciation for the
artists and their contribu-
tions to the local arts scene.

One of the unique aspects
of the studio is its commit-
ment to encouraging indi-
vidual interests, rather than
limiting artists to a set cur-
riculum or specific medium.

The program encourages
experimentation and per-
sonal exploration.

Artists are free to work
with a wide range of materi-
als and techniques depend-
ing on their interests, some
focus on painting or draw-
ing, while others develop
skills in pottery, ceramics,
or jewelry-making.

Occasionally, artists even
propose unusual or experi-
mental ideas, and the studio
works to find ways to sup-
port those creative pursuits.

In some cases, artists dis-
cover passions that evolve into
small creative businesses.

One participant devel-
oped a strong interest in
pottery and began produc-
ing ceramic pieces that can
be sold through the studio.

The flexible and individ-
ualized approach to learn-
ing is one way Soaring Arts

HEADING

15 (0\% 1 D¥s

If you’re coming back to
your northern home, don’t
forget to send your new
and old mailing address
and phone numbers two
weeks in advance to:

Members@
FarmlandNews.com
or call:
1-888-445-9456
or mail to:
Farmland News
Circulation Department
PO Box 240
Archbold, Ohio 43502
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Tony Conti is excited about his artwork.

differs from traditional art
education programs that
follow structured lesson
plans and time lines.

The studio focuses on
adapting to each artist’s
pace and interests.

Some artists complete
projects quickly, moving on
to new ideas within days,
while others spend months
or even years perfecting a
single piece.

The program emphasizes
that every creative journey
i1s unique and the value of

art lies in the process as
much as the final product.
Rather than strict sched-
ules or rigid project assign-
ments, the space operates as
an open studio where artists
work independently while
sharing ideas and encour-
agement with one another.
Artists often inspire each
other by sharing techniques,
offering suggestions, or
simply observing one an-
other’s work, with artists

(Continued on Page 10)
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Noela Knepper is proud of her pottery.

Emilee Schwiebert’s fashion show.

CREATIVITY
(Continued From Page 9)

frequently celebrating each
other’s accomplishments.

In addition to creative
expression, art can also pro-
vide financial opportunities
for participants.

Some artists attend the
studio a few days a week as
a way to relax and explore
creativity outside of other
jobs, for others, art becomes
a primary focus and poten-
tial source of income.

Participants learn how
to price their work, interact
with buyers, and manage
aspects of the sales process.

The community support
and help with funding is
much appreciated.

Donations of art supplies
help keep the studio stocked
with materials, while state
funding assists with opera-
tional costs.

This support allows the
studio to continue offering
programs and opportuni-
ties for artists ranging from
young adults to individuals
in their 60s, this diversity
creates a dynamic environ-
ment where people from dif-
ferent backgrounds and vari-
ous life experiences can be
creative and work together.

While the main focus is
on adult artists, occasion-
ally the studio offers classes
for children and families in
the community.

One of the most popular
ways the studio connects with
the community is through its
monthly art classes.

These workshops invite
residents to join the artists in

creating projects that range
from seasonal decorations to
unique artistic pieces.

During the winter sea-
son, the studio hosted a
snowman-themed pottery
class that brought commu-
nity members together to
create ceramic figures.

Workshops like these
typically attract between 10
and 20 participants.

Some attendees return
month after month, forming
connections with the artists
and becoming regular sup-
porters of the studio’s pro-
grams.

Occasionally, community
classes and workshops are
held at the studio, however
they can also take place at
other locations around Na-
poleon, such as: the local
senior center, The Lum-
beryard Winery and other
places.

During these events, the
artists often take on teach-
ing roles, demonstrating
techniques, explaining the
creative process, along with
assisting participants  as
they work on their projects.

Creating a Culture
In many competitive en-

vironments, artists may feel
pressure to outperform one
another, however at Soaring
Arts the focus is on encour-
agement and collaboration.

This supportive atmo-
sphere helps foster confi-
dence and a sense of be-
longing among participants.

Each year, the studio also
introduces themes designed
to encourage exploration
and growth in different ar-
eas of art.

In 2025, the studio’s
theme encouraged artists to
think creatively beyond tra-
ditional painting on canvas.

Participants experiment-
ed with a variety of unusual
materials and techniques,
including paper maché
sculptures, decorated man-
nequin dresses, and projects
inspired by live music.

The current theme en-
courages artists to explore
artistic ideas more deeply
by studying art history, vis-
iting museums, and learn-
ing about different artistic
movements from various
time periods.

Recently, the studio fo-
cused on exploring abstract

(Continued on Page 11)

IMENSION

HARDWOODS
Edon, Ohio

419-272-2245

dimensionhardwoods.com

Buyers of Standing Timber and Cut Logs




CREATIVITY
(Continued From Page 10)

art while also encouraging
participants to experiment
with different mediums.

The program recognizes
that creativity extends be-
yond visual art.

Some participants enjoy
writing stories or poetry,
and the studio encourages
those forms of artistic ex-
pression as well.

By embracing multiple
forms of creativity, Soaring
Arts ensures that each par-
ticipant can find a meaning-
ful outlet for their talents.

Despite the variety of ac-
tivities and projects taking
place, there is rarely a typi-
cal day at the studio.

The open format allows
artists to come and go as
needed, working on projects
whenever they are able to at-
tend.

At any given time, sev-
eral artists may be painting,
sculpting, or experimenting
with new ideas.

Conversations and laugh-
ter fill the room as par-
ticipants share progress on
their work and encourage
one another.

Conclusion
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Jen Nofziger’s pottery business.

The energy of the stu-
dio reflects the passion and
dedication of the artists
who spend their days there.

The studio personnel be-
lieve that one of the most
important lessons the pro-
gram teaches is that creativi-
ty doesn’t require perfection.

Instead, artists are en-
couraged to find a new ap-
proach to challenges along
with discovering alternative
ways to express their ideas.

By focusing on possibil-
ity rather than limitation,
the studio helps artists build
confidence in their abilities
and recognize the value of
their contributions.

The environment created
by the artists themselves has
become one of the studio’s
most defining characteristics.

Visitors who enter the
space often notice the
warmth and  positivity
shared among participants.

For many artists, the stu-
dio represents a place where
they feel accepted, support-
ed, and inspired to explore
their talents.

As Soaring Arts con-
tinues to grow, it remains
dedicated to its mission
of empowering artists and
strengthening connections
within the community.

Farmland News would like Molly Huddle is a stu- in journalism. She writes
to thank Soaring Arts Studio dent at Napoleon High for the school newspaper,
for sharing their story. School and is interested The Wildcat Roar. FN
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We would like to say THANK YOU
to all our loyal subscribers,
readers and writers!

Thanks for the story tips,
recipes, columns and
stories that you submit that
makes our paper unique!

Also, THANK YOU to our advertisers!
We appreciate your business.

Farmland News Staff /
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Stateline Gun Show
March 21-22, 2026 AUCTION ACTION
Saturday 9-4 ¢ Sunday 9-3
NEW LOCATION:
18864 Co. Rd. 13, Pioneer, Ohio
Buy_SeH_Trade Public Invited E.'I'.'I'.'I'.'I'.'I'.'I'.'I'.'I'.'I'.'I'.'I'.'I'.'I'.'I'.'I'.'I'.'I'.'I'.'I'.'I'.'I'.'I'.'I'.'I'.’I.’I.’I.’I.’I.’I.’I.’I.’I.’I.’I.!
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u lon flizer. Both seed drums,$4,000.00. 419- K = Antique Tractors 2
439-0215., 3242026 :E = & Machinery E:
PAPER Wanted To Buy *Monday, April 13, 2026 @ 9:00 a.m.
BUYING ANTIQUES, vintage and old i 4
300 esoies Buyig o Sons. cherts . ;
es . : - . #
One Oft he reasons many ﬁ]ng items, oil car¥s,gtaxiderr?1y, seed com i LAWN & GARDEN AUCTION Y
Boske o0 boyes. cocksand pra 670 i Lawn Mowers, UTV’s ;
4 S, W00 , - - 5
peop]e subscribe to paseballcads,Call o o 419-439-1328 - L. ¥
] 612126 i Lawn & Garden Equipment :
Farmland News is » Wanted * SAVE YOUR i Monday, April 13, 2026 @ 5:00 p.m.}
for our auction Iistings! i T o by o 1 MONEY
another good idea for a story, please ] % REGULAR FARM MACHINERY & TRACTORS .
: Il Farmiand News at 419-445-0456, SHOP 5 »
Covering Northwest OH & tll-froe o 1-888-445.9456 or omail s — K Auction w/Absolute Row ;
Southeast MI at News1@FarmlandNews.com tfn lll]ﬁ :'; T d April 14. 2026 9:00 AM ;':
* Gift Subscriptions FARMLAND ; uesday, April 14, @ 9: :
- W % 'y
Farmland News B aubactpton o Pt o) 52 NEWS | & 0
PO, Box 240 issues for just $52. (419) 445-9456 or CLASSIFIEDS K ALY 3649 Co.Rd. 24, &
. hb. 1(.1 g}i 20 o toll-free 1-888-445-9456 i J @d@f‘ 2 s, Archbold, Ohio
rchbold, io $ C o A
E-mail: Ads@eFarmlandNews.com :: 1-800-364-2870 * 419-445-2080 » Fax: 419-445-2090 ::
(419) 445-9456  Fax (419) 445-4444 :5 E-mail: sales@yoderandfreyfarm.com 5
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Toll-Free 1-888-445-9456

GOOD FRIDAY AUCTION
Friday, April 3, 2026 @ 10:00 A.M.
WA NT TO RUN A CLA SSIFIED ? Held at Whalen Auction Bldg., 8020 Manore Rd.,

Neapolis, OH (GPS Grand Rapids OH 43522)
Call (419) 445-9456 or Toll-Free 1-888-445-9456 or send this form with a check or credit card information to...
Farmland News ¢ PO Box 240 ¢ Archbold, OH 43502

e-mail: Members@FarmlandNews.com

Live Only Auction! No Internet Bidding!

Many Outstanding Pc’s of Antique Furniture incl. triple
burl walnut triple section bookcase w/cylinder desk, French

NAME style inlaid 8 drawer lingerie cabinet, unusual ice-cream
ADDRESS OFFICE USE ONLY table w/swivel out chairs, tables, chairs & more; Lenzkirch

Ins.Dates Germany clock; 25+ lamps incl. Pairpoint, Cockatoo lamp
TOWN STATE ZIP Clb__AmtS__ on turtle base, made by Craighead & Kintz, GWTW,

PHONE (__) hanging, Fostoria, banquet, kerosene, floor & others;
Tvoe of Ad: 7 Helo Wanted ) ) ) Quezal art glass shades; smoke bells; Glassware incl.
ype of Ad: elp Wante O Pets 03 Farm Equip. O Livestock Equip. 0 Seed Galle, Cameo, Daum Nancy, Labino, Tiffany, several Cut,
gﬁnzlqlées ' O Horse/Pony O Produce 3 For Rent O Miscellaneous 3 Services Fostoria, Buffalo Pottery, Nippon, hand painted-some
uto Services O Irrigation O Real Estate O Misc. for Sale 0 Wanted i i . y . o ’ ; i
3 Cars/Trucks m) Liv?astock 7 Recreational [ Garage Sale O Hay/Straw -] Specilotes signed_Kaufmann; PIUS more; art glass water pitchers;
many Royal Doulton’s; Early Coverlets, Buggy & Horse
CHECK APPROPRIATE BOX Blankets; 4 oriental rugs; crockery; paintings; collectibles;
costume jewelry; plus more!
01 Week - $7.50 2 Weeks - $12.00 0 3 Weeks - $16.50 0 4 Weeks - $21.00 2nd Ring- Antique Medical Instruments,
15 words or less 15 words or less 15 words or less 15 words or less Equipment & Books.
Terms: Cash or check w/l.D., 3% convenience fee on
VISA Card # - - - @ Discover # - - - credit cards. Lunch by Sandy’s. Preview: Week of auction
Exp. Date 3-dig v-code = Exp. Date 3-dig v-code from 8am.-3pm. Order of sale:. Sel[ing in.2 ring§. 1 selling
- Cardholder’s Sig. costume jewelry followed by itemized list while another
Mastercard # . - - sells medical items. Labino @ 12noon. See whalenauction.com
Exp. Date 3-dig v-code Phone #( ) or follow us on FB @ whalenauction.
VISA Owner: Late Harry (Doc) & Nancy Nicholson

from Monclova OH.
Joseph & Barbara Eberts Co-Trustees and others.

WHALEN i

REALTY & AUCTION, LTD.

Write entire ad, including phone #, on lines below. Write 1 word on each line.

419-875-6317

AUCTIONEERS: John & Jason Whalen,
Mike Murry, George Bly
Information herein deemed reliable but not guaranteed.

Ads of 15 words or more are 50¢ per word the first week and 30¢ per word for each successive week.




