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For the Fourth Week of Middle Spring

There is a time when spring’s new leaves are
just opened, the grasses are growing to their first
tallness, violets- yellow and blue, -- cowslips,
crowfoots, woodruff, false Solomon’s seal are in
bloom, the woods are dense against the evening
sky, but not yet as dark as in Late Spring, the
time when the evening air echoes with the songs
and cries of warblers, thrushes, pewees, and the
frogs, with the trilling of toads ringing through
the twilight, the time when the evening air in the
lowlands is a perfume none other in the year
ever equals — the intoxicating perfume of the
opening leaves, the essence of leaf and blade, of
petal and bud, of ground and water.

August Derleth

Phases of the Robin Chorus Moon
And the Goose Nesting Moon

April 1: the Moon is full.

April 10: The Moon enters its final quarter.
April 17: The Goose Nesting Moon is new.
April 24: The moon enters its second quarter.
May 1: The Moon is full.

The Stars

If you check the stars at about 10:00
p.m.(EDT), they will tell you that the danger of
frost is almost past.

Now Arcturus still hangs a little to the east of
the center of the sky.

But as that star shifts into the west, it pulls the
chances for a freeze with it.

When you check the sky and see Arcturus
well into the west at bedtime, you can plant any
vegetable or flower that you want

In the Field and Garden

The juniper web worm emerges, and eastern
tent caterpillars may begin to weave on flower-
ing fruit trees.

Spring barley planting time usually comes to
a close.

Army worms, slugs, corn borers, flea beetles
and leaf hoppers appear in the fields at about the
same time that iris buds.

Lilac borers bore the lilacs.

Grub worms come to the surface of the lawn

when the temperatures begin to reach past 70
degrees.

First grasshoppers are born.

Frosts may be over for the season, and average
afternoon highs break 60 degrees almost every-
where in the Lower Midwest.

Countdown to Summer

* One week until tadpoles swim in the sloughs

* Two weeks to morel season

* Three weeks until clover blooms

* Four weeks to the great warbler migration
through the Lower Midwest

* Five weeks to the first strawberry pie

e Six weeks until the first orange daylilies
blossom

* Seven weeks until roses flower

* Eight weeks until the first mulberries are
sweet for picking and cottonwood cotton drifts
in the wind.

* Nine weeks until wild black raspberries ripen

* Ten weeks until fledgling robins peep in the
bushes

Journal

At this point in the year, everything is out of
control.

The lessons of February and March are use-
less: lessons of patience, lessons of waiting and
watching.

Everything was slow and easy when the
weather was cold.

It was easy to find only one or two things to
add to the week’s inventory of changes in the
flora and the weather.

It was easy to be lazy, to stay indoors, to watch
the fire.

The signs of spring were almost the same
from one day to the next.

It would probably be gray and rainy one more
day, I often told myself. Why hurry?

Now, nothing waits for me. My winter skills
have backfired.

All through February, I kept thinking that I
had plenty of time.

In March, there was always one more day.

The good life and the good times were com-
ing.

They were not coming soon enough, but they
were not coming too soon, either.

When the leaves fell in November, I condi-
tioned myself to accept stasis as the norm.

I wallowed in looking forward and backward
instead of looking at the present. I learned to rel-
ish the glow of anticipation.

“FARMLAND NEWS”

Makes A Great Gift Idea

I did the languid work of fantasy and remem-
bering.

Against the quiet landscape, I took heart in
resignation.

Becoming wonderfully sluggish, I indulged
sinfully in plans and lists, fattening them for the
distant feast of action.

I fell in love with what might have been and
still might be. I put off until tomorrow, and I
found the truth therein.

And now that everything is blooming, I dis-
cover I’m not prepared.

Things are moving too quickly. How could I
possibly keep up?

Betrayed by fulfillment, I lie back in sweet
bewilderment. After all, it’s much too late. By
the time I'm ready, everything will have disap-
peared, gone in the twinkling of eye. It’s much
too late.

Why should I hurry? The tide will turn again.

Almanack Literature
Outhouse Memories
By Nelda Perrin, Berry Kentucky

Growing up in rural Kentucky, we had a
round tin washtub, Sears Roebuck catalog, snake
fright, and a path.

Add a relative who resided in the Big City and
visited every holiday.

He never failed to inform us about the modern
world.

A brother-in-law grew tired of this, and was
ready for the next visit with this poster hung
proudly in the outhouse: “This is my outhouse, I
hope to keep in neat.

So please be kind with your behind: Don’t
mess up my seat.”

Then there was a relative of mine who liked to
sneak a nip on visits.

Mom didn’t care for his thirst quenching, so
to tease him she left this note on the privy wall:
“Some come here to make a stink. I come here
to take a drink.”

skekesk

Follow the month of April in Bill Felker’s Day-
book for the Year, available from Amazon. FN

FREELANCE WRITER

OPENING

Are you looking for an
interesting part-time job?
Why not become a freelance writer/
photographer for Farmland News?

You can meet new people and work from home.
Must have your own camera and be willing to
drive 40-50 miles for interviews.

Our coverage area includes:

Defiance, Fulton, Henry, Lucas, Paulding, Putnam,
Van Wert, Williams and Wood Counties in Ohio;
Hillsdale & Lenawee Counties in Michigan.
Previous experience a plus.

Contact Dianne at:
News1@FarmlandNews.com or

\ call 888-445-9456. r



Evenings
on the Porch
By Ron Bliss

I love my evenings on the porch,
Especially near sundown,
As daylight flees
the western sky,

Now darkness all around,

A gentle hush throughout
the land,
As creatures go to rest,
I cannot count the many ways,
That say, how I am blessed,

A cricket chirps, an owl’s hoot,
A musical refrain,
The mournful sound, a
whistle from,
A far-off, distant train,

Half-mile away, a hound dog
barks,
A sound that brings
me pleasure,
My wife joins me, the screen
door slams,
Now I have found my treasure,

A gentle breeze brushes my
cheek,
A touch, much like a feather,
I’'m thankful for
these elements,
That God has brought together,

I love these evenings
on the porch,
My daytime problems cease,
Best times this side
Heaven where,
I rest in sweet release.
FN

Farmland News, Archbold, Ohio Tuesday, April 21, 2026—3

%FT AS SILK,

AS WHITE AS MILK,
AS BITTER AS GALL,
I'M RATHER TALL,

AND A GREEN COAT

COVERS ME ALL!
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And one 1s a bird with a speckled breast;

There’s a berry which makes my pony’s bed;
And another one which is green when red;
And there’s one which rubs you all the wrong way;
And another which swims and quacks all day;
There’s one you can play, to beguile your care;
And one at their necks the ladies wear;

There’s a berry which seems to be much depressed;

There’s one we can see when the tide is low,

And the last you will be when you older grow.
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Some fill me,
Some beat me,
Some kill me,
Some eat me;

I creep and I fly,
And my color is
green;

And though I'm a
season
There’s quite a good
reason
Why my end or
beginning there’s no

man hath seen.
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Sunflower Houses® by Sharon Lovejoy. Used by permission of Sharon Lovejoy. All Rights Preserved.

2 Cor. 12:7-10 And lest I should be
exalted above measure through the
abundance of the revelations, there
was given to me a thorn in the flesh,
the messenger of Satan to buffet me,
lest I should be exalted above mea-
sure.

For this thing I besought the Lord
thrice, that it might depart from me.

And he said unto me, My grace is
sufficient for thee: for my strength is
made perfect in weakness.

Most gladly therefore will I rather
glory in my infirmities, that the pow-
er of Christ may rest upon me.

Therefore 1 take pleasure in in-
firmities, in reproaches, in necessi-
ties, in persecutions, in distresses for
Christ’s sake: for when I am weak,
then am I strong.

I realize that the language used in
the above passage of scripture is for-
eign to the world we live in, because

His Grace Is Sufficient

Words of Inspiration
By Pastor Gary Malone

weakness could never be considered
our strength, yet that seems to be ex-
actly what the apostle Paul is saying.
This is another one of those areas
in living for God that some folks nev-
er seem to grasp.
Believing that we remain accept-

able with God despite our existing
weakness is not the thinking of our
fallen nature, but it is a great blessing
to all of us if we can wrap our minds
around it.

Admitting that we have weakness-
es keeps us dependent on God for our

=\
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Apostolic Christian Center
440 Independence Dr,
Napoleon, OH 43545

Phone: (419) 592-9339

Sunday School: 10:00 a.m.
Wednesday Bible Study: 7:00 p.m.

Web: www.upci.org

Service: 6:00 p.m.

deliverance, but when nothing is con-
sidered wrong, that is part of the way
we live; there is no need for help from
Him!

Understanding that God allows
our weaknesses to be the power that
keeps us where we should be is just
another way to realize that He is in
full control!

The apostle Paul said in 1 Corin-
thians. 6:19-20: What? know ye not
that your body is the temple of the
Holy Ghost which is in you, which
ye have of God, and ye are not your
own?

For ye are bought with a price:
therefore glorify God in your body,
and in your spirit, which are God’s.

If everything mentioned above is
the way it is with you and me, our
prayers for deliverance will always be
answered with the words “My grace
is sufficient!” FN
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Blast From
The Past...

GARDEN HINTS
4/9/68

WHEN APPLE TREES BLOOM, it’s time to plant
pumpkins, cucumbers, okra and melons. When pear and
peach trees are in bloom, plant carrots, kohlrabi, kale,
parsnips, swiss chard, peas, tomatoes and medium-hardy
varieties. Before planting hard-shelled seeds, soak them
for several hours in tepid water and it will hasten their ger-
mination.
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MIXING GARDEN SEEDS with a small amount of
talcum powder makes the seeds easy to see and space in
dark soil.
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CHRYSANTHEMUMS MAY BE PLANTED ANY-
TIME from April to May, but the best results are obtained
from May planting. Plant about two feet apart and if the
tops are pinched off before the first of August bushy plants
will be had in October. If quality is desired more than
quantity, allow only one bud to remain on each stalk.
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RHUBARB CAN BE HURRIED INTO SPRING

GROWTH with applications of high-nitrogen fertilizer,
although if you applied manure last fall, nothing more is

Right Book -

Wrong Quote
1964

A little girl had recently
learned the 10 Command-
ments and her mother was
therefore rather surprised
when she found the cookie
jar that had been full in the
morning was half emptied
by afternoon.

She called her daughter
and said: “I think the cook-
ie jar must know all about
the 10 Commandments be-
cause it has heard us going
over them many times.

Now, suppose the the
cookie jar could talk.

Which  Commandment
would the cookie jar say
had been broken?”

Mother expected to hear
“Thou shalt not steal,” or
“Honor thy Father and
Mother.”

The little girl thought for
a moment, then gave this
excuse - from the Bible.

“I think the cookie jar
would say, “Let the little
children come unto me.”

A small boy was bored
on a long auto trip. Sud-
denly he turned to his father
and said: “I wish youd let
Mom drive - it’s more excit-

"7

ing!

Armchair
Farming
1-2-68
Recently a demonstra-
tion of a customized tractor
cab exhibited features such
as air conditioner, pressur-
izer, 2-way citizens band
radio, upholstery, AM-FM
radio and closed circuit
television.

With such conveniences,
a man could run his entire
farm from his armchair
tractor seat.

The citizens band radio
could keep him in touch
with his wife.

This could be a disadvan-
tage too.

The air conditioner would
keep him cool, calm, and
collected at all times, espe-
cially when he notices on
his closed circuit TV that
the steers have just broken
through a fence and are
trampling across the neigh-
bor’s cornfield.

With his AM-FM radio
on he won’t hear one of his
bearings going out until he
sees it smoking, if it’s in
view.

Armchair farming could
be extremely comfortable.
Perhaps too comfortable.

Bring Home The Bacon
5/27/64

Have you ever wondered
where some of our old ex-
pressions originated?

Here’s an interesting one.

The expression ‘“bring
home the bacon” originated
in England in the 1200’s.

A pound of bacon was
given to each married per-
son who would kneel in
church and swear that he
(she) had not entered into
domestic quarrel during the
past year.

Would be rather embar-
rassing to admit that you
hadn’t had bacon for quite
a spell.

It just may cause some
finger pointing.
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A Nick
In The Ear

Don’t get too disgruntled
if the barber accidentally
nicks your ear sometime.

It may serve you as an in-
spiration for greater things.

It is said that Cyrus Mc-
Cormick, inventor of the
reaper, got the idea of vi-
brating blades for cutting
the grain, from getting his
ear nicked by a pair of bar-
ber clippers.
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In January, the dog rescue
[ adopted a cocker spaniel
from last July contacted me
about a cocker spaniel they
had just taken into the res-
cue.

I really wasn’t looking
for another dog.

I had spent the past year
since our chocolate and
white cocker spaniel Bran-
don passed away looking
for another chocolate and
white one.

They are more difficult
to find than more common
colors of cocker spaniels,
such as buff or black.

I searched the internet for
a one that would be in the
tri-state area.

I found several and ap-
plied for them, but my ap-
plications  were always
denied for one reason or
another, so finally I gave up
on adopting any more dogs.

Lynne, the rescue direc-
tor at Team Rover in Ant-
werp, Ohio really encour-
aged me to take the dog she
had.

Of course, I decided to

go meet “Lilly” who looked
a lot like Muffie, our most
recent adoptee.
1 usually lean towards
adopting cockers that are
not the same color as one I
already have...I like to have
a “rainbow” of colors.

I decided to take Muffie
along to meet Lilly, plus I
thought Lynne would like
to see Muffie again.

Not too far into the trip, |
realized this was not a good
idea — Muffie didn’t like
riding in the car.

We thought she had got-
ten over that, but we soon
found ourselves pulling
over to clean up a mess in
the back seat.

By the time we arrived at
the rescue, Muffie needed a
bath.

Lynne gave me a roll of
paper towels to clean up the
car and the dog.

We met Lilly and were
surprised to see how much
she looked like Muffie,
however she was slightly
larger.

Muffie has a long tail
and Lilly has a docked tail
— Muffie has blue eyes and
Lilly has brown eyes.

Lynne informed us that
the two girls are actually
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Dog Sisters Reunited

ol

The Empty Nest

by Becky Corwin-Adams

e

]

The sisters, Lilly and Millie are together again.

half-sisters, they had the
same father and different
mothers.

Both of them had been
Amish breeder dogs from
Indiana.

Born only a month apart,
they had lived together for
three years, then two years
ago, Lilly was sold to an-
other breeder.

She had “special privi-
leges” that allowed her to
spend most days sleeping in
a comfy chair in the office...
when she didn’t have a litter
of puppies to care for.

Lynne was certain that
the girls didn’t even remem-
ber each other since they’d
been apart for two years.

We were informed Lilly
was afraid of everything,
especially men.

Lynne told us to create
a “safe place” for Lilly by
putting her on a dog bed or
a chair where we wanted
her to be and she would stay
there all the time.

After finding out that the
two girls are sisters, how
could I say no to adopting
her and reuniting them?

By the time we got home,
the girls were snuggled up
next to each other in the car
and we gave Muffie a much
needed bath.

Lilly was introduced to
our dog pack and we set her
on the couch.

Now two months later,
she still spends most of the
day on the couch, usually
with Muffie by her side.

We renamed our new
dog “Millie” since it is a

“M” name and rhymes with
Lilly.

I chose the name Mil-
lie to honor my aunt, who
passed away in 2014, and

she can be stubborn like my
aunt was.

My granddaughter has
chickens and one of the cute
little chicks she bought last
spring was named Paula.

Soon it became obvious
that “Paula” was a rooster,
and Paula became Paul.

Paul was very vocal and
aggressive, and everyone
was afraid of him.

After we adopted Millie,
I jokingly suggested that
I should adopt Paul since
Aunt Millie’s late husband
was Paul.

I told my granddaugh-
ter that perhaps I needed
the rooster so I could have
“Paul and Millie’.

Her response was, “Come
and get him!” , but I declined
the offer and Paul was re-
homed to a family member.

I recently asked my sev-
en-year-old great grand-
daughter if she had visited
Paul at his new home.

She replied, “Why would
I go visit a rooster that I
don’t even like”?

I was glad Paul had been
re-homed when we were
watching the great grand-
kids recently and the chick-
ens went across the road.

Even though I had a
rooster as a pet when I was
growing up...I’ve decided
to stick with dogs.

Becky Corwin- Adams
is originally from Defi-
ance and now lives on a
31-acre farm in Williams
County.

She and her husband
have two sons, four grand-
children, two great grand-
children, five cocker span-
iels, and two corgis. FN
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® Rock Lettering

* Address Markers

e Pet Markers

Largest Indoor Display in the Tri-State Area
MONDAY - FRIDAY * 8AM - 5PM  SATURDAY < BY APPOINTMENT

411 West Main Street, Montpelier, OH

51 South Howell Street, Hillsdale, Mi Y
419-485-5588 Y
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www.facklermonument.com
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The Amish
Cook

by Gloria Yoder
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Hey, hi to one and all.

This is the most inter-
esting week, but I'll try
my best to not bore you
by going into detail about
how we got stranded in the
Walmart parking lot or how
the tractor gave out while
doing grading for my sis’s
wedding.

Yep, it’s true.

Little girls grow up.

My, make the best of it
and be happy, or try to slam
the brakes — it won’t make
any difference.

Perhaps the second best
thing to getting married
yourself is watching your
baby sister with stars in her
eyes.

I will add that she is tak-
ing this step quite seriously.

Early on, when she came
to my house and would talk
about this “Jonathan,” I had
this feeling that one day it
would work out.

Today I stopped in at the
new shed where the recep-
tion will be held.

Rows and rows of long
tables are there, ready to be
set in the morning.

Wow.

It’s true.

Some Amish and Men-
nonite weddings are host-
ed in community centers,
while others are hosted at
the home of the bride or
neighbors with facilities
large enough to accommo-
date everyone.

While renting is the easi-
est option by far, there is a
satisfaction that goes with
the toil of gathering all the
needed pots, bowls, uten-
sils, serving bowls, and so
on.

When Daniel and I got
married, we had the wed-
ding out here in the shop
where the guys are current-
ly building furniture.

Thanks to my dad for
cleaning out and spending
endless hours, days, and
even weeks or months prep-
ping for the big event.

I was blessed by the way
my parents graciously re-
leased me into this new
stage in life, where I would
no longer be at home to
play the role I had filled for
many years.

But you know, now as |
look at my daughter, I take
a deep breath, no, I can-
not imagine just yet what it
would be to see my oldest
daughter getting married.

I know I don’t need to
face that now, yet it makes
my mind go to the reason
we raise our children.

Why do we do it, any-
way?

Because we have no
choice?

Because they make us
feel or look good?

Or to equip them to be
channels of God’s love?

Where God will lead
them I do not know; what
He has in store for them, I
have no idea.

But I do embrace the
thought that where He leads,
He will provide grace.

This afternoon the chil-
dren and I plan to go to the
large shed where the recep-
tion will be held on Satur-

day.
My cousin put it up for
business  purposes and

made it big enough to com-
fortably host several hun-
dred people.

Some time ago, my
dear sister so kindly asked
if she could come talk with
me about her wedding.

We sat at my kitchen
table as she apologetically
told me she would like to
have her three sisters and
several of her fiancé’s sib-

Buyers of Standing Timber and Cut Logs

AIMENSION

HARDWOODS
Edon, Ohio

419-272-2245

dimensionhardwoods.com

LT 2242 <Recipe Of The Week 5% 22T
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. - \':‘J
fa Asian Salad %
) Salad: Dressing: //
™ 1 small head of cabbage, 6 tablespoons rice wine vinegar .
“Q shredded or purchase 1/2 cup creamy peanut butter g
shredded cabbage in a bag 3 tablespoons olive oil
V‘ 2 cups shredded carrots 3 tablespoons sesame oil .
07 1 red pepper, cut in fine pieces 1 tablespoon soy sauce N
a 1/2 of a Vidalia onion, cut up 3 tablespoons brown sugar &
”"\ fine 1 tablespoon ginger S
™ 1 tablespoon garlic O/
3 1//2 cup roasted peanuts, crushed ‘
N %
7 Combine salad ingredients. Qﬂ
1 Refrigerate while making the dressing. i
ﬁ.‘ Mix the dressing ingredients together. \
N Pour the dressing over the vegetables and serve. \/
g@ This Recipe of the Week is from Marilyn Kinsman, Archbold, Ohio L?/
N\
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lings and their husbands as
bridal servers.

Of course, that meant it
would be all couples.

“What do you want to
do?” she wanted to know.

There was nothing to do
but to look it in the eye.

There would be no hus-
band there to walk in with
me.

I’'ve never been one to
couple up with someone
I don’t belong to, we dis-
cussed the option of going
in with a cousin, but it sim-
ply didn’t click.

“Could I have Julia do it
with me?”” I wondered.

“Yes, of course!”

It was a plan.

Though Julia misses her
daddy, I told her this is her
opportunity to enjoy the
honor of being our oldest
child.

As sad as it makes me, 1
tear up thinking how pre-
cious it is to have my daugh-
ter doing the day with me.

Yes, when Daniel told
me he hoped our firstborn
would be a girl, he was right
that she would be a blessing
to me!

I'll be on the move, as
I'm super busy with wed-
ding prep and getting ready
for guests at our house for a
few nights.

Cousin Amy, who had
also been widowed, her new
husband and son, and her
parents plan to spend time
with us.

I am eager to have them
here.

There is that pronounced
bond with others who have
walked similar pathways.

Praise God!

Hey, I'm back.

Most of the children are
settled down for the night.

Gotta tell you about our
supper before I do the same.

Since we had done some
cleaning in the house, we
opted to eat in the yard.

We enjoy doing so any-
way, but it just felt extra
good to have the mess
all out there, so we gath-
ered around in front of
the flowerbed where we
had a breakfast-for-dinner
menu of waffles, eggs, hash
browns, and sausages.

Well, Tizza our pony has
grown to be a vital part of
our household.

When Jesse got off from
his perch on her back to join
us for supper, he pitched the
reins over the railing post so
she wouldn’t run off.

Jesse is a born horseman
and would do anything for
“his” pony.

He took his plate over
next to her and offered her
some hash browns.

She seemed pleased.

Next he was feeding her
a strawberry— she did look
a tad ornery with red juice
running down her pony
chin.

As I started washing the
dishes, I glanced out the
window to see two children
riding bareback.

My heart was warmed.

Yes, they need to get their
share of riding in, but doing
dishes comes first.

Lastly, I'll be passing
along a recipe for Parme-
san potato wedges from my
aunt, who is coming tomor-

row for the wedding.
Enjoy a bite of her out-
standing cooking!

Parmesan
Potatoes
5 potatoes, scrubbed
2 tablespoons olive oil
1/3 cup Parmesan cheese
2 teaspoons Italian sea-
soning
1 teaspoon salt
1/2 teaspoon black pep-
per
1 teaspoon onion powder

Coat the potatoes: Cut
scrubbed potatoes  into
wedges and place in a gal-
lon zip-lock bag or mixing
bowl.

Add 2 tablespoons ol-
ive oil and toss to coat.

Add the seasoning: Mix
together 1/3 cup Parmesan
cheese, 2 teaspoons Italian
seasoning, 1 teaspoons salt,
1/2 teaspoon black pepper,
and 1 teaspoons onion pow-
der.

Sprinkle over the pota-
toes and toss until evenly
coated.

Arrange and
roast: Spread the wedges in
a single layer on a parch-
ment-lined cookie sheet.

Roast at 400 degrees for
30-35 minutes until crispy
on the outside and soft on
the inside.

Serve hot with sour cream.

Readers may write Glo-
ria with culinary or cul-
tural questions at: Gloria
Yoder, 10510 E. 350th Av-
enue, Flat Rock, IL 62427.

FN



Bring Your Burger
Making Skills To The
Next Level This Summer

Hamburgers are a staple
of summer menus in mil-
lions of homes.

Whether you’re hosting
friends on Memorial Day
weekend or simply looking
for a hearty midweek meal,
burgers and summertime
cooking go hand in hand.

Hamburgers are a
straightforward dish that
are often prepared on a
grill.

But burgers also can be
prepared on a stovetop,
which can add a new flavor
profile to this beloved sum-
mertime staple.

Those looking to do just
that can try this recipe for
“Beef Burgers With On-
ions, Spinach, Ketchup,
and Blue Cheese” from
Lines+Angles.

Beef Burgers
With Onions,
Spinach, Ketchup,
and Blue Cheese
Makes 4 Servings

For the sauce:

1 tablespoon olive oil

1 small red onion, peeled
and finely diced

1 to 2 cloves garlic,
peeled and finely diced

1 tablespoon honey

1 tablespoon brown
sugar

8-0z. tomato puree

3-1/2 tablespoons tomato

paste

1 tablespoon Worcester-
shire sauce

1 tablespoon apple cider
vinegar

1 tablespoon whiskey

1/2 teaspoon salt or to
taste

1/8 teaspoon freshly
ground black pepper or
taste

1/2 teaspoon paprika, or
to taste

1/4 teaspoon chili pow-
der, or to taste

For the burgers:

1-1/4 1bs. ground beef

1 onion, peeled and
finely diced

1 tablespoon mustard

1 tablespoon Worcester-
shire sauce

1 tablespoon chili sauce

1 tablespoon vegetable
oil

4 -o0zs. Stilton cheese,
sliced

4 sesame seed burger
buns

2 to 3 handfuls baby
spinach

6 tablespoons crispy
onions

For the sauce:

Heat the oil in a pan and
lightly sauté the diced onion
and garlic.

Stir in the honey and sug-
ar and simmer briefly.

Mix in the tomato puree,
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We wondered about the
origin of the new sign down at
the Read Me Now bookstore.

Sarah  McKinley has
had the place for about five
years now and has become
a real asset to our valley.

If youre looking for a
book, she either has it or
you don’t need to read it.

She is picky, of course,
and tends to buy the kind of
books she thinks we should
read and not always the
ones we’d like to read.

Fortunately for her,
enough of us agree with her
choices that we have kept
her in business.

There’s speculation about
the new sign, naturally.

The word got out around
the valley about ten minutes
after she hung it up, which

is probably pretty slow for
news to spread around here.

She might have done it
during a playoff game.

We all made the pilgrim-
age into the store to glance
at it.

No one was crass enough
to actually ask Sarah about
the wording on the sign.

For one thing, it’s none of
our business, really.

Not that that would stop
us.

But if we pried, that
would take away all the fun
we’d have out of speculating
about it (sometimes known
as gossip) at the barbershop,
coffee shop, hair stylists
and kitchens throughout the
local realm.

I've heard through a
good source (who swears

it’s true) that the sign is a di-
rect result of a broken heart
when that fellow who used
to come see Sarah moved
out of state.

That isn’t actual evi-
dence, of course, but evi-
dence would require asking
Sarah about the sign, and
that would spoil the fun.

Some say Sarah had
problems with men at an
even earlier age, and a few
of our local ladies claim to
have seen photographs in
Sarah’s apartment of sev-
eral former swains.

(Is the plural of swain
swine?)

I’'ve caught Sarah look-
ing at us as we glance at the
sign when we come in.

I believe I've seen a semi
smirk on her face at those
times, too.

But at any rate, I don’t
know of another bookstore
that has a sign proclaiming
one wall of books as being
in the category of “Love
and other Fiction.”

Brought to you by any
love secret you might have
come across in Slim Ran-
dles’ book “Growing Up
Right.” FN

paste, Worcestershire sauce,
vinegar, and whiskey.
Simmer until thickened.
Season the sauce with
salt, pepper, paprika, and
chili powder to taste.

For the burgers:

Place the beef in a bowl,
add the onions, salt, pepper,
mustard, = Worcestershire
sauce, and chili sauce, and
mix well.

Shape into 4 burgers.

\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\‘

Preheat a griddle pan.

Lightly oil the pan and
grill the burgers for 8 to 10
minutes, turning once.

During the last minute
of cooking, top the burgers
with cheese and allow to
melt.

Remove the burgers from
the pan and set aside.

Halve the burger buns
horizontally and toast in the
pan, cut-side down, for 1
minute, then remove.

Feel free to send along some additional
recipes to put with our Reader’s Recipes.

Layer the bottom half of
each bun with spinach and
sprinkle with crispy on-
ions.

Place the burgers on top,
drizzle with tomato sauce
and cover with the top bun
halves.

Fix with a skewer if de-
sired and serve with the re-
maining sauce separately.

Metro Creative
Connection

\"\\\\\\\\‘\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\“‘

OUR RECIPE OF THE WEEK BOX /,
IS GETTING LOW ON RECIPES!!!

Do you have a Favorite Recipe that you would
like to share with our readers!

Farmland News Recipes
P.O. Box 240 ¢ Archbold, Ohio 43502
Email: Ads@FarmlandNews.com
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Even though this looks like a cave in Tulum, Mexico, it’s a cavern since there is

access to the surface.

David finishing up a deep dive at Gilboa stone quar-
ry. Talk about some deep and very cold water!

GEMS
(Continued From Page 1)

Life moved David to
South Korea and then on to
Thailand. where he entered
into the career of gemology.

His work involved “hands
on” buying and selling rare
gems for the trade market.

“Hands-on” workings of
the gem market, in big mar-
kets such as Thailand, is
where much of the world’s
gem market flows.

The Love of His Life

While working to sell a
rare Burmese Ruby to a cli-
ent in Manila, David trav-
eled there to deliver the
gem.

While there, his friend
invited him to Cebu Island
where he introduced David
to Melanie who later be-
came his wife.

For a decade, the couple

expanded the gem business
into custom jewelry before
selling the business and
moving back to the USA to
help his parents, Dean and
Marilyn Kinsman.

They still own a home
on Cebu Island and can go
back whenever they want to.

What does this all have
to do with another business
venture called “Chicken
Scratch™?

I'm glad you asked...let’s
dive into that part of the
story...

The Chicken Scratch

One needs income to
support the diving hobby
thus the beginning of La-
ser Chicken Studio “Bawk,
Bawk™!

David discovered he en-
joyed doing laser engraving,
therefore he started a busi-
ness doing custom laser en-
graving on bamboo cutting

boards.

His primary market is
business to business, creat-
ing custom bamboo cutting
boards with business infor-
mation for individual store
sales.

He came up with the La-
ser Chicken Studio which
led to the trademark “Bawk,
Bawk” that both him and
his customers exclaim when
he takes orders and delivers
products!

He likes to keep things
environmentally conscious
and does as much local de-
livery as possible using his
Honda Fit that he dubs the
“Toddler’s Shoe”, hinting to
the car’s small size.

Small as a Toddler’s Shoe!

The “Toddler’s Shoe” is
tiny but mighty having room
for hauling when the rear
seats are down and it gets an

David diving in a freshwater cavern in Playa del

Carman, Mexico

touch of delivery and also
saving his customers the cost
of shipping when possible.

David can do small or
large projects — requiring
just a dozen items to an order.

He does not charge for
logo or printing setup, he
will take your logo and scan
it into his software to get
things burning!

Bamboo, a Great
Natural Material
David adds “I use bam-
boo since it’s a natural and
renewable product that has
anti-bacterial, anti-microbi-
al, and anti-fungal proper-
ties.
These properties remain

ing mineral oil.

He has done projects for
many local butcher shops
and some small specialty
items.

He once did custom en-
graving for Sparrow Mark
in Ann Arbor, Michigan
of the Michigan University
stadium and campus map,
as two different boards.

Large boards for this
project were serving boards
about 18x24 inches.

David set up his shop in a
spare room, added ventila-
tion for the laser engraving,
and put a small workshop
in the basement to do the
sanding and finish work.

The  business keeps

eye popping 40 mpg! intact after laser engraving him busy and provides the

Can’t beat that! and are maintained with ba-

He enjoys the personal sic care of washing and us- (Continued on Page 9)

1396 S. Defiance St.

o P.0 Box 198

Archhold, OH 43502

419.445.0815

Lughills.com

Monday-Friday 8:00am-7:00pm Saturday 8:00am-3:00pm

Serving You Since /962

Lumber-Building Materials: Paint-Hardware
‘Lawn Garden & FarmKitchen & Bath




Tank’s Meats in Elmore is another of my favorites
.They have spectacular smoked pork chops and they

sell them in two packs.

Sparrow Market in Ann Arbor (Kerrytown Shops)
consistently sells lots of our boards and they sell the
small, large, and XL boards.

GEMS
(Continued From Page 8)

Chicken Scratch for his real
passion, diving.

The Wake-up Call

Not too long ago David
woke up one morning to
realize about 25 years had
passed since he last went
diving and since he wasn’t
getting any younger he de-
cided to get back to it!

He signed both himself
and Melanie up for a diving
class in Cancun.

She was not all that en-
thused about it, but that
didn’t stop him from con-
tinuing his dream of diving.

David worked hard to
get his open water and ad-
vanced open water diving
certifications after five days
of training and course work.

He found out he wanted
to do more including his
rescue, deep diver, and per-
fect buoyancy certifications.

Honduras Anyone?
David was hoping to find
a dive buddy so he called

David said “my good-
ness, look at me! I’m
working my fingers to the
bone here! LOL”

his cousin, Jordan Henry
and said, “Hey, let’s go to
Honduras!”

Jordan replied, “What?”

“Yes, we’re going to go
get certified in diving!, “for
you, basic diving and for me
advanced courses.”

Utila Island is where
they did their training, “the
cheapest place on the planet
to do courses and it is ab-
solutely spectacular”, David
added.

David ended up getting
his 3 additional certifica-
tions that he wanted.

After that is where things
got a little more complicat-
ed from an education per-
spective...when he realized
he could take endless cours-
es, spend endless money,
and still not get where he
wanted to be.

Challenge Accepted

David wanted to be at
the elite level of proficiency,
that’s when he discovered
the “Nazi’s” — Global Un-
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Stanley’s Market on Stickney Avenue in Toledo is a
northwest Ohio legend when it comes to Polish sausage.
If you haven’t had theirs, well- you haven’t had proper
Polish sausage!

Martin’s Custom Butchering in Wakarusa is an
amazing example of a classic butcher shop but also it
has an ““old country store” feel and lots of goodies be-
sides meat. Check it out sometime.

derwater Explorers (GUE).
They call them “Nazi’s”
because of their very strict
and regimented training.
He went to Playa del Car-
men, Mexico, for his first

Our Mulch
100% Natural
Wood Product.

' Monday thru Friday 8 a.m. -5 p m. (Close
Saturday 9 a m. - 12 Noon

13201 Rd. X¢e

« Yeipsic, Ohio.# ]

. Zil9%653MbioE

SWWW. wagnersawmlll com
Located 1I4 mile'East of St.,Rt. 108 on Road/X; Just'one,mile'South’of PutnamIHenry County Line

GUE course.

He had a transmitter on
his scuba tank which re-
layed the tank pressure to

(Continued on Page 10)

.We*are a Buyer‘of.'.
Standlng-Tlmber
\(No Yard {Trees) 4

Color Enhanced
Mulch
Black ¢ Chocolate * Red
100% Wood Product
$27.00 Perverd
(1 of our scoops = 3 yards/$81)
Wagner Sawmill
Shredded
Tree Bark
All Natural Hardwood

$22.00 P v

(1 of our scoops = 3 yards/$66)
Wagner Sawmill
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STOP°

PREVENT YOUR DEATH!

GO NO FARTHER.

300 divers, including open
FACT: More than

2

* water scuba instructors, have died in
caves just like this one.

. You needed training to dive. You need
FACT cave training and cave equipment to

cave aive.
hout cave training and cave

FACT: ::;:Jipmen(. divers can die here.

T —cen, |FACT: nichiapeen to YOU!

THERE’S NOT
pO NOT GO

R!
HING IN THIS CAVE WORTH DYING FO!
BEYOND THIS POINT.

D

This doesn’t mean that cave diving is intrinsically
dangerous- it means that it’s very dangerous if you don’t
know how to do it. Get the training or just say no!!

These are “doubles” or “twins’ which are great for
caves or for deep shipwrecks, more breathing gas, more

time!

GEMS
(Continued From Page 9)

his dive computer.

Most divers use dive
computers to help them vi-
sualize the amount of air
used/left in their tanks.

His instructor Emoke
Wagner wanted him to take
it off for the class.

When you are with a fel-
low GUE diver, you both
must know each other’s
equipment intimately.

This means everyone
uses the same equipment.

This way in case of an

emergency, each diver
is very familiar with the
equipment and can assist
their dive partner.

Diving with Em6ke was
very exciting and she is
globally known for her cave
exploration and mapping
expertise.

Know Your Air Pressure!

David shared, “A GUE
diver knows how much air
he has at any point in the
dive, and he checks his sub-
mersible pressure gauge to
verify he is correct.

“A recreational diver

AMUR, MINNOWS,
BLUE TILAPIA, AND
OTHER FISH VARIETIES

Free Brochures
Available
419-532-2335
www.remlingerfishfarm.com

POND STOCKING and SUPPLIES

WEED & ALGAE CONTROL

WINDMILLS « FOUNTAINS

AERATION EQUIPMENT

RemZiiser

FISH FARM > 2

West of Kalida on St. Rt. 224

wants the readout on his
wrist because he has no idea
and checks it obsessively.”

That’s the reason Emdke
took it off.

David emphasized the
importance of knowing
your air usage — how much
you have left at all times,
and knowing exactly how
much you use every minute.

Without this knowledge,
it would be unsafe to dive.

A diver needs to know
how much they use, how
much they have left, and
how long the dive will be.

This also involves a dive
plan where you map out
the planned route and how
much air is needed for the
dive as well as a safety mar-
gin in reserve for possible
emergencies.

The Blue Grotto

David later went to train
under another GUE instruc-
tor in High Springs, Florida
by the name of Stretch Al-
tenhein.

The training was at the
Blue Grotto, home of a soft-
shell turtle named Virgil
who is very cool along with
many beautiful fish.

David told me that he
got a “provisional pass”
with Emoke but needed to
improve his buoyancy and
back kick (where you swim
backwards).

He trained under Stretch,
however he still didn’t pass,
but to David that’s okay,
because the difference be-
tween recreational and

GUE diving is huge!

David could continue
recreational training cours-
es that will show you are

SPECIALIZING IN:
Metal Buildings & Roofs,
Commercial, Residential,

Pressure Washing,
Airless Spray Painting
85,45, 35’
Airless Lifts Insured

Stryker, Ohio

CELEBRATING OVER 50 YEARS
- FREE ESTIMATES -

These boards are not sanded yet so you can see the
black soot/char around the letters especially the top
line. This is later removed by sanding.

improving, because they
have less challenging stan-
dards. Often they want to
move you along to more
courses to generate income.
So he is driven to work
harder with GUE to im-
prove his diving and expand
his experience and ability.

Aye Matey, There’s a
Shipwreck Down There!

David’s not particularly
drawn to cavern or cave
diving but he is drawn to
shipwrecks.

This is fitting since we all
live near some of the best
freshwater shipwreck div-
ing in the world!

He has dived on wrecks
in Lake Huron last year and
plans to dive there as well
as Lake Michigan this sum-
mer.

David and Melanie enjoy
their time in Ohio as well as

FOUNTAINS

in Florida where they visit
his parents in the winter
months.

He is looking forward to
more and exciting dive trips
including one to Port Hardy
in Washington State where
there is spectacular cold-
water diving.

Note: Farmland News
would like to thank David
Fortier for sharing his sto-
ry. Good Luck in you future
endeavors.

Kelly Copeland was
raised on a farm in Defi-
ance County, Ohio and
now resides with her hus-
band Dave near Findlay,
Ohio. She has been a life
long vintage car enthu-
siast who has done free-
lance work for several
Vintage Car Club publi-
cations. FN

Fish for Stocking < Pond Supplies « Aeration Systems
RIDGEVILLE CORNERS, OH 419-267-3612 www.finfarm.com

RATH BUILDERS SUPPLY, INC.

07482 St. Rt. 66 North
1-1/2 miles north of 24 « Defiance
Hours: Mon.-Fri. 7:30-5:00; Sat. 8:00-12:00

419-782-7284

www.rathbuilderssupply.com
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FACT:

Several species of
this plant can grow a
few inches each day.
Due to the rapid
growth, it needs to
be contained.
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Maze Craze

Can you find your way through the maze?
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THIS
DAY IN
HISTOR
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1803: Thousands of

meteor fragments

fall from the skies of

L'Aigle, France.

1865: Union cavalry

troopers shoot dead
John Wilkes Booth,
— the assassin of

President Lincoln.

e 1956: The world’s
q;j{? first successful

Y L container ship leaves
"&" Port Newark, New
dJersey.

CULTIVATE

prepare land to

grow crops
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English: Shovel
Spanish: Pala
Italian: Pala
French: Pelle
German: Schaufel

There are more
microorganisms in a single
teaspoon of soil than there are
people on Earth.

Get the IOy
PICTURE?

Can you guess what
the bigger pictureis?
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Todd Palmer, ChFC®
Registered Representative
Offering Securities Through

NYLIFE  Securities
(member FINRA/SIPC)

(919) 357-1440

tmpalmer@ft.newyorklife.
com

Todd Palmer is co-Own-
er of Farmland News and
a licensed financial profes-
sional specializing in lega-
cy and estate planning for
farm families.

LLC

Overview

Regardless of your level
of wealth, the failure to es-
tablish an estate plan can be
detrimental to your family.

A properly structured es-
tate plan helps ensure that
your family and financial
goals are addressed during
your life, if incapacitated,
and after your death.

The following provides
an introductory discussion

Land & Legacy

Basic Estate Planning

'

regarding essential planning
individuals should consider,
as well as an overview of
lifetime gifting strategies and
long-term trust planning.

Essential Documents

The following planning
documents should be con-
sidered regardless of wheth-
er an individual is married
or single.

Last Will and Testament

A will directs how you
want your assets distributed
upon your death.

Without a will, your prop-
erty would pass as required
under your state’s intestacy
statutes. State law may not
provide the inheritance
scheme you would choose
for your family and could
also increase your exposure
to federal estate taxes.

In addition to directing the
disposition of your property,
a will can enable you to:

e Name an executor,
avoiding the trouble and
cost of a court-appointed
administrator

* Avoid bonding costs

* Avoid annual reporting/
accounting to the probate
court

e Name a guardian for
minor children, substan-
tially eliminating the likeli-
hood of a court-appointed
guardianship

* Protect the children’s
inheritances in the event
your surviving — spouse

should remarry

* Retain assets in trust if
distributions to your heirs at
your death would be inad-
visable

For high-net-worth mar-
ried couples, a properly
structured will can help as-
sure federal estate tax ben-
efits are preserved for the
couple’s estates.

Wills should allow a
married couple to take full
advantage of the unlimited
marital deduction and the
federal estate tax exemption
($15 million per individual
in 2026, as indexed for in-
flation) of both spouses.

Allocation of the first-
to-die spouse’s exemption
amount to a trust may reduce
estate tax for the couple’s
combined estate, provide asset
protection, and allow control
and management by a trustee,
while still benefitting the sur-
viving spouse and children.

Regardless of whether
you are single or married
and have a modest or large
estate, estate planning is an
extremely important part of
your personal planning.

Tax laws pertaining to
estate planning are continu-
ally changing.

As such, it is wise to re-
view your estate plan with
your professional advisers
regularly to make any mod-
ifications that may be rele-
vant to you and your family.

Revocable Living Trust

A revocable living trust
(RLT) is an arrangement by
which a person (the grant-
or) transfers ownership of
property into a trust during
one’s lifetime.

An RLT can be used as
a substitute for a will in
many respects by providing
for the distribution of assets
upon the grantor’s death.

Unlike a will, a revocable
living trust can be estab-
lished to govern the distri-
bution and use of the trust
assets during the grantor’s
lifetime, which can make it
a useful planning tool in the
event the grantor becomes
incapacitated.

In essence, the trust is
like a rulebook (which can
be modified or revoked by
the grantor during lifetime)
for how the grantor’s as-
sets are to be handled while
alive and after death.

Establishing an RLT may
provide the following benefits:

* Avoidance of Probate.

Probate is the legal pro-
cess for transferring prop-
erty upon death.

Assets owned in an RLT
do not pass through the pro-
bate process, potentially
enabling a faster and less
costly method for transfer-
ring assets upon death than
by a will, which would re-
quire probate and some-
times court supervision.

An RLT also can be es-
pecially useful in avoiding
multiple probate proceed-
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ings when an individual
owns real estate or other
property in multiple states.

* Privacy Preservation.

At an individual’s death,
when assets are passed to
the heirs through probate
under a will, probate may
expose details of an estate
to the public through public
probate court filings.

In contrast, trusts allow the
transfer of assets to remain
private within the constraints
of the trust document.

* Segregation of Assets.

An RLT may be useful for
married couples with sub-
stantial separate property ac-
quired prior to the marriage.

In community property
states, the trust can help
segregate those assets from
their community property
assets.

e Estate Tax Minimiza-
tion. An RLT does noth-
ing to save estate or income
taxes during life, but provi-
sions can be included in the
trust, as with estate tax-ef-
ficient wills, to take advan-
tage of estate tax exemption
amounts at death.

Durable General Power
of Attorney
A power of attorney is a
document that allows a per-
son (known as the “Prin-

(Continued on Page 13)
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ESTATE
(Continued From Page 12)

cipal”) to appoint another
person or organization to
handle affairs while the
Principal is unavailable or
unable to do so.

The person or organiza-
tion the Principal appoints
is referred to as an “Attor-
ney-in-Fact” or “Agent.”

A general power of at-
torney can grant the agent
limited or broad powers as
specified in the document
to manage the principal’s fi-
nancial affairs and property.

Some of the powers that
may be granted include:

* Handling banking trans-
actions and transactions in-
volving U.S. securities

* Entering safety deposit
boxes ® Buying and selling
property

e Purchasing life insur-
ance

e Settling claims

e Entering into contracts

e Buying, managing or
selling real estate

* Filing tax returns

e Handling matters relat-
ed to government benefits

* Maintaining and oper-
ating business interests

* Making gifts and con-
senting to splitting gifts
made by the principal’s
spouse

* Making transfers to RLTs

Health Care Power
of Attorney

A Health Care Power of
Attorney allows the prin-
cipal to designate an agent
who will have the authority
to make health care deci-
sions on the principal’s be-
half in the event the princi-
pal is rendered unconscious,
mentally incompetent, or is
otherwise unable to make
such decisions.

A HIPAA (Health Insur-
ance Portability and Ac-
countability Act) Authori-
zation also is advisable.

It allows medical provid-
ers to release a person’s pro-
tected medical information
to another person.

Individuals may include
the HIPAA language in the
Health Care Power of At-
torney, or may use a free-
standing document.

If your state has a HIPAA
Authorization form that has
been published or approved
by a state regulatory agency,
consider using the approved
form because medical pro-
fessionals in your state will

be more likely to recognize
the form and release the in-
formation when requested.

Living Will/Advance
Directive

A living will, also known
as an advance directive, is a
legal document that a person
uses to make known one’s
wishes regarding life pro-
longing medical treatments.

The person creating the
living will (the declarant)
indicates which treatments
the declarant does or does
not want applied in the event
the declarant suffers from
a terminal illness or is in a
permanent vegetative state.

A living will does not
become effective unless the
declarant is incapacitated.
Until then the declarant will
be able to direct one’s own
treatments.

Estate Planning
Strategies and
Considerations

Making Lifetime Gifts

Many individuals and
married couples make gifts
to their children and other
family members.

Lifetime gifts may allow
the person making the gift
(the donor) to observe how
the recipients (the donees)
will handle the money.

Accordingly, by mak-
ing lifetime gifts the donor
can help guide the donee on
sound money and business
management skills.

Gifts also can help re-
duce a donor’s taxable es-
tate if desirable.

However, making gifts
in excess of the donor’s
lifetime gift tax exemp-
tion amount ($15 million in
2026) may result in the im-
position of gift taxes.

A gift tax is a federal tax
on the transfer of property
by one individual to another
where the person making
the gift receives nothing in
return. 1

Annual gifts. Each year,
a donor can gift up to a
specified amount ($19,000
in 2026) to each of an un-
limited number of donees
without triggering federal
gift taxes by using what is
commonly referred to as the
“gift tax annual exclusion.”

The annual exclusion
amount is indexed for infla-
tion, but only adjusted in in-
crements.

Through “gift splitting,”
married couples can use their

combined annual exclusions
for a given donee even if only
one spouse actually transfers
property to that donee.

Only gifts of a “present
interest” are eligible for the
annual exclusion.

Gifts of a “future interest”
are ineligible.

If arecipient receives a gift
with no strings attached, the
gift is of a present interest.

If there are conditions on
the gift, or if there is a delay
in the enjoyment of the gift,
the gift is a future interest
gift.

A gift to a trust is a gift
of a present interest only if:

1. the beneficiary has the
present right to trust income,

2. the beneficiary has a
right to withdraw the amount
of the gift from the trust and
is given timely written no-
tice of such right; or

3. the trust is for the ex-
clusive benefit of a minor
and meets certain require-
ments.

Applicable Exclusion
Amount.

Every U.S. citizen is per-
mitted a “unified credit”
that allows the individual to
transfer a certain amount of
assets free of federal transfer
taxes during life or at death.

If a donor makes gifts to
a donee during any given
taxable year that exceed the
annual exclusion amount,
the donor can reduce any
potential gift tax by apply-
ing all or a portion of his or
her unified credit.

At death, the executor of
the decedent’s estate will
reduce the amount of es-
tate tax due by any unified
credit not used during the
decedent’s life.

The amount of assets the
credit effectively exempts is
referred to as the “applica-
ble exclusion amount.”

The applicable exclusion
amount for gift and estate
tax purposes is $15 million
for individuals and $30 mil-
lion for married couples in
2026.

The entire amount can be
gifted during life, if desired.

Medical and
Educational Gifts.

Direct payment by an
individual to a provider of
qualified educational or
medical expenses for the
benefit of another individu-
al does not constitute a tax-
able gift.

The definition of educa-
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tional expenses only includes
tuition paid directly to the
educational institution, not
room and board, books, etc.

As for medical expenses,
IRS regulations describe
exactly what types of ex-
penses will be treated as
qualified medical expenses.

Outright Gifts and
Bequests vs.
Long-Term Trusts

Rather than making an
outright gift (during life) or
bequest (upon death), many
individuals choose to place
assets in long term trusts for
the donee’s benefit.

Assets held in trust are
distributed according to the
trust terms.

As long as the trust re-
mains in effect, assets can
generally be protected from
creditors, litigation and di-
vorce, as well as from mis-
management by the recipi-
ent.

If incorporated into the
terms of the trust, distribu-
tions can be structured to
either encourage or discour-
age certain behavior.

For example, the grantor
of a trust could provide that
distributions be made upon a
beneficiary graduating from
college or after holding a job
for a certain number of years.

A grantor also could re-
quire distributions be with-
held in the event of a benefi-
ciary’s impending bankruptcy
or for proven or suspected use
of an abusive substance.

If desired, a beneficiary of
a trust can serve as a trustee
(or co-trustee) of that trust.

However, if a beneficia-
ry/trustee will be granted
powers to make discretion-
ary distributions of trust as-
sets to oneself, such powers
should be limited to an as-
certainable standard—more
specifically for their health,
education, maintenance and
support.

This can help to keep the

trust’s assets out of the ben-
eficiary’s taxable estate.

From an asset protection
standpoint, a trustee/ben-
eficiary with rights to make
discretionary distributions
to one’s self may expose
the beneficiary’s rights to
claims of creditors.

In contrast, if rights are
granted to an independent
third party trustee to make
discretionary distributions to
the trust beneficiaries, trust
assets may be more effective-
ly protected from the claims
of the beneficiaries’ creditors.

Moreover, unlike a trust-
ee/beneficiary, an indepen-
dent trustee can be granted
unlimited  discretion to
distribute assets to a ben-
eficiary without causing the
trust’s assets to be includ-
ible in the beneficiary’s tax-
able estate.

1 Connecticut also imposes
a state-level gift tax in addition
to the federal gift tax, with ex-
emption amounts substantially
less than the federal exemption
amount.

This tax-related discus-
sion reflects an understand-
ing of generally applicable
rules and was prepared to
assist in the promotion or
marketing of the transac-
tions or matters addressed.
It is not intended (and can-
not be used by any tax-
payer) for the purpose of
avoiding any IRS penalties
that may be imposed upon
the taxpayer. New York
Life Insurance Company,
its agents and employees
may not provide legal, tax
or accounting advice. Indi-
viduals should consult their
own professional advisors
before implementing any
planning strategies.

© 2020 New York Life
Insurance Company. All
rights  reserved. SMRU
5033714 (exp.12.31.2026)
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ONLINE ONLY
REAL ESTATE AUCTION

Auction Ends: Tuesday, April 28, 2026 at 5:30PM

LOCATION: 21672 County Rd J, Fayette OH.
NOTE: This 5 acre lot is full of possibilities, featuring a
120 x 40 shop, half-circle drive and approximately 3.25
acres of cropland. Grain bins and a well are also on-site.
Soil type is primarily Del Ray. If any CAUV recoupment is
due, Buyer will be held responsible for payments.

TERMS: Online bidding opens Mon, April 20 at 9:00 AM
and will close Tues April 28, beginning at 5:30 PM with a
one-minute extended soft close. Bidding extends for last
minute bids, and closes when no further bid is made. Sold
AS-IS, and not subject to any buyer contingencies, such
as financing or inspection. Bidders must register online,
and provide a bank letter or proof of funds for approval to
bid. Register and bid at freyandsons.hibid.com. Frey
and Sons will contact the high bidder to arrange for a $5,000
non-refundable down payment within 24hrs. Balance due at
closing, on or before 45 days.

PERSONAL PROPERTY: Over 400 farm and shop items
to be sold online Thurs, April 16. See items and bid at
freyandsons.hibid.com.

Seller: Michele Green

They & Sowh

Kevin G. Frey, Broker & Auctioneer
Archbold, OH 43502
419-445-3739 - www.freyandsons.com
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One of the reasons many
people subscribe to
Farmland News is
for our auction listings!

Covering Northwest OH &
Southeast MI
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(419) 445-9456 Fax (419) 445-4444

-

':I Toll-Free 1-888-445-9456 l;‘

* Services ¢

DAMMAN SISTER SITTERS Leah and
Jean, 10 and 11, for ages 1-4. Call 419-
630-8751. 4/28/26

Wanted To Buy *

BUYING ANTIQUES, vintage and old
stuff. Single items, entire collections
and estates. Buying old signs, advertis-
ing items, oil cans, taxidermy, seed corn
bags, old photos, old tools, old cupboards,
books, wood boxes, crocks and pre-1970
baseball cards. Call or text 419-439-1328.

6/2/26 Wt
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ONLINE AUCTION

John & Tammy Weber Wauseon Downsizing

Wauseon Memorabilia & Vintage Toys Collections
Auction Ending Sunday, April 26, 2026 at 7:00PM

See Details: Pictures and the link to bid & buy at
dotdealslic.hibid.com

TOYS: 2 Smitty Smith Miller Tractor Trailers, 44 Model
Car Kits 1950s-1970s Many NIB, 15 Ertl Die Cast Tractors
1970s, 8 Cast Iron Toys, 5 Redline Hot Wheels, 120
Matchbox 1950s-1970s, 2 Large Gilbert Slot Cars, 10
Large Tonka Vehicles 1955 Tonka Ariel Sand Loader &
Dump Truck, 12 Large Tootsietoys, Structo, Corgi, Winross,
Fisher Price, Marx, Gotham, Dinky, Hubley & More.

WAUSEON MEMORABILIA: Team Autographed Basketball,
Team Autographed 1993 State Champion Football, John
Weber's Varsity Jacket & Football Jersey, Football
Helmet, Buttons, Patches, Bank, Sports Pictures &
Posters. Tin 1962 Dairy Queen 2-Sided Sign (now Tiny’s
Dairy Barn), Tiny’s Dairy Barn Wood Signs, & Promotional
Items, Tiny’s Pizza Softball Jerseys, Jackets, Gym Bags,
Ouch Box First Aid Kit, Tournament Softball with Scores
& Rosters 1970’s & Advertising Items & Team Photos.
Wauseon Little League Uniforms 1970s, Lammon’s
ltems: Lammon’s Cycles Motorcycle License Plate
Frame, Jersey & Racing Jacket. Wauseon Motor Car
Company Shirt, Jersey & Jacket, John Weber's Good
Food Restaurant Items, Tray Signs, Shirts, Advertising
Items, 1930s-40 Chief Theater & Princess Theater
Posters; Wauseon Drive-In Speakers & Movie Reels,
Sterling Milk Crates, Milk Bottles, Pictures, Menu &
Advertising. Wauseon Fire Dept. Items: Old Leather
Firefigher Helmet, Badges & Photos, 1849 Hand Colored
Map of OHIO by Augustus Mitchell, H.W. Bush & Babe
Ruth Photo, Autograph Book, Fola Coin Op. Candy
Machine & Much More!

TERMS: Cash or Check w/ID, 3.5% Processing fee on all
credit cards.
Sellers: John & Tammy Weber
PREVIEW: Saturday, April 25, 2026,
10:00AM-1:00PM or by Appointment

CHECKOUT & PICK-UP: Tuesday, April 28, 2026
1:00PM - 5:00 PM or by Appointment

AUCTIONEER: Dot Deals, LLC Rollin KEVIN Carpenter
419-270-2667. Information herein deemed reliable but not
guaranteed.

P
P
DOT DEALS, LLC

Your Ructicneering Bolution]

DOT DEALS, LLC

Estate & Personal Property
Online Auctions

Insulation
800-262-5774 <>

Wi | | iam S Pole Barn & Vinyl Siding & Underground Foam
“FOAM SHEETS BELOW ANYONE”

All sizes, thicknesses and types

e CLIP AND SAVE THIS AD

AUCTION ACTION

AUCTION
REAL ESTATE-13+ Acres-House-Barns
TRACTOR, TRUCK, EQUIPMENT, TOOLS

SATURDAY, MAY 2, 2026 @ 10AM
1298 County Road T3, Grand Rapids, OH 43532

Real Estate offered at 10am followed by contents.
PREVIEW: Wednesday, April 22, 2026 from 5-6:30pm

Tl 1 :
Real Estate: Ultimate location for this 13+ acres, house &
barns! Enjoy the fenced in livestock pastures, livestock barn
and all the country views! Tax parcel 32-250086.0100 & 30-
250088.0100 selling together, Washington Twp, Henry
County, Otsego Schools. A Must-see property!

See whalenauction.com for terms & more information.

Tractor, Truck, Mower, Equipment & More: Case IH 485
w/loader, 16.9-24, 2008 unverified hrs, cylinder diesel w/

rebuilt pump; John Deere 575 skid loader, diesel w/
bucket and manual forks, 3033 unverified hrs.; 2013 GMC
Sierra 2500 HD 4x4 extended cab long bed, 274,000 miles,
6.0L gas, like new tires; Big Tex 70CH 16’ car hauler, 15
tires, re-decked; John Deere 1025R hydro, 204 hrs., 60”
mower, 4x4, loader valve & hook up, 3 point; John Deere
TX 4x2 gator, 663 hrs gas; Load Max 18’ +5’ gooseneck
trailer, redecked, Ohio Title; 16’ electric elevator;

Tools & Misc: Ridgid 6,800 watt generator; oxygen /
acetylene torches; welder; air compressor; pressure
washer; Stihl FS 40C string trimmer; DeWalt- 12" chop
saw, drill, saw, impact???; ladders; toolbox; Fimco sprayer;
storage bins; yard tools; water tubs; lumber; Schwinn
exercise bike; Fencing-16’ & 20’ livestock feeders, (32)
livestock gates-4'-16;16'x16’ livestock sale rings and more.

Terms: Cash or check w/l.D., 3% convenience fee on
credit cards. Lunch by Sandys.

Owner: Charles & Tina Thomas

WHALEN i

REALTY & AUCTION, LTD.

AUCTIONEERS:
John & Jason Whalen, Mike Murry, George Bly
419-875-6317  419-337-7653
Information herein deemed reliable but not guaranteed.
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Have a Story Tip...

Call 1-888-445-9456
Email to: Newsl @Farmlandnews.com
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AUGTION CALL US WITH YOUR AD!
419-445-9456
A ch 0 N Toll-free 1-888-445-9456
E-mail: Ads@FarmlandNews.com

Or... Send This Form with a Check or Credit Card Information to...
Farmland News

AUCTION P.O. Box 240
REAL ESTATE & JD LOADER, Al‘Cthld, OH 43 502

EQUIPMENT-COLLECTIBLE
SATURDAY, MAY 9, 2026 @ 10AM
F-996 County Road 17, Holgate,OH 43527 NAME
F B
ADDRESS
Real Estate offered at 10am followed by contents.
PREVIEW: Tuesday, April 28, 2026 from 5-6:30pm TOWN STATE ZIP
PHONE
0 1 Week - $7.50 0 2 Weeks — $12.00
P : 15 words or less 15 words or less
Real Estate: Country living at its best in this Q 3 Weeks — $16.50 0 4 Weeks — $21.00

mechanically updated 4-bedroom farmhouse incl.
metal roof, boiler and on demand hot water heater. 15 words or less 15 words or less
Plenty of room for home workshop & storage in 40’ x

40’ & 38’ x 38’ pole barns. Enjoy this 1+ acre west of VISA| PEcoveRr

Defiance, Pleasant Twp, Henry County & Holgate schools. 1| el DATE:
Selling parcels 12-040006.0100 & 12-052222.0100 together!
See whalenauction.com for terms & more information. SIGNATURE:

Tractor, Trailers, Mowers: John Deere 4300 HST w/420 prm—
loader & 47 backhoe, only 275 hrs!; The Boss Country PHONE #: - -
Clipper zero turn mower, 292 hrs, 60” deck, Kohler engine; A _ _J @
Massey Ferguson 1655 lawn tractor w/3 point hitch, Onan
20hp engine; Gooseneck trailer 16’ x 80" tandem axle; .

single axle trailer w/ramp 10’ x 80” single axle trailer w/ TYPE OF AD (check a ropriate ﬂ):
sides & tilt bed 8'x 5 Garage & Tools: Massey Ferguson
48” rototiller; cyclone rake; Echo string trimmers, Troy Bilt D Antiques D Hay/Straw D Miscellaneous [:l Recreational
28" snowblower; Steele 900 watt generator; spring tooth
yard rake; tow behind sprayer; shop lights; ladders; D Auto Services D Help Wanted D Misc. For Sale D Seed

DeWalt miter saw w/stand; portable air compressor; ) )
electrical cords; Craftsman 10” table saw; Cobalt air D Cars/Trucks D Horse/Pony D Mobile Homes D Sewices

compressor; Porta Heat 150 heater; Duracraft air | | . [ | - D . )
. . E D
compressor; Echo chainsaw; Generac 2400 psi power Farm Equip Irigation G Special fiotices

washer; DeWalt cordless tools; engine hoist; Laser Mark D For Rent [ | Livestock D Produce D Wanted
laser level; (2) Metabo grinders; Rockwell wood vise;
Generac 5000 watt generator; Craftsman toolbox; Proto 8 D Garage Sale D Livestock Equip. D Real Estate
drawer 33” base toolbox; DeWalt metal cutting chop saw;
Craftsman sockets & wrenches; SK wrenches & socket
sets; hand tools; Char-Broil grill; Vintage Electronics: Write entire ad, including phone number, on lines below.

Texas Instrument Tl 99/4A computer w/expansion system : .
& colored monitor & printer; Atari 2600 & games; 5” floppy Write 1 word on each line.

disc computer games; Sansui 210 & AU 999 amplifiers;
Sansui SP 2500 speakers; Pioneer TX-600 tuner; Astron
RS-35A power supply; Teac A-105 tap deck; Technics
SL-235 record player; Akai GX 4000D reel to reel tape
player; Akai X-2000S; Household & Misc: Bed; dresser;
bench; desk; rocker recliner; large gun safe; wrought iron
patio set; International pedal tractor w/wagon; 3 guitars
Harmony HO201, all acoustic; Corelle ware, Corningware;

Pampered Chef; Tupperware; Pyrex; vintage toys including- Ads of 15 words or more 50¢ per word the first week and

Domino rally sets, Micro Machines Super Van City, Fisher :
Price fire station, Fisher Price western town; plus more. 30¢ per word for each successive week.

Terms: Cash or check w/l.D., 3% conveyance fee on
credit cards. Lunch by Sandy’s.

Estate of Douglas C. Wilhelm, Henry Co #20251061
Brandi Randall Executor

WWHALEN i

REALTY & AUCTION, LTD.

CREDIT CARD #: - -

OFFICE USE ONLY:

AUCTIONEERS:
John & Jason Whalen, Mike Murry, George Bly Ins. Dates: Ch#ff ——  Amt. $

419-337-7653 + 419-875-6317 ' ;
Information herein deemed reliable but not guaranteed.
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Give one of these f )
auctioneers a call b
for information AU C TI O N
on having )
your Auction!
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Froun 2 Sowd | BRAGINEENTT @cuiy| W
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SO Y,
. REALTY & AUCTION, LTD. Real Estate| WALTON
Auctlpneer_isealtOI'S 216 E. Linfoot St. » Wauseon, Ohio 43567 Douglas E. Walton
210 Westfield Drive. « P.O. Box 7 Broker/Auctioneer Broker, CAl, CES, Auctioneer, Appraiser

DELTA, OHIO Archbold. Ohio MICHAEL W. MURRY [E Main Office: 227 W. Wyandot Ave.

Dalton Collins 419-44 5’_3739 mwmurry@earthlink. net Nsotme Upper481%n%§4kxg &143351
419-591-8297 www.freyandsons.com Ph.  419-337-7653 Fax  419-337-2509 www.ucwaltonrealtyandauction.com
deauction.hibid.com ' : Mobile 419-262-6943 Home 419-335-0942 Email:waltonauctionco@sbeglobal.net

Real Estate « Auctions « Market Opinions ~ N
VWHALEN st " adron | W EHTVINAIENS
\ . SIEFKER T 5 © P e
REAL ESTATE
REALTY & AUCTION, LTD. onn |gs° n AND AUCTION Auctioneer .
Real Estate € Auctions & Associates COMPANY, LTD Broker Appraisal | Real Estate | Farm Management
Farmland, Machinery, KEN BONNIGSON, ca Appraiser N
Antiques & Estates BRETT SALYERS
www.whalenauction.com 1570 McPherson Hwy. » Clyde, OH 419 5380(%;;"2 4119.806.5643

8020 Manore Rd., Neapolis, OH 419-547-T777 » Fax 419-547-7744 Mbi]e: 419-235-0789 Bowling| Green, OH LTh

419-875-6317 www.bonnigson.com www.siefkerauctions.com halderman.com | 800.424.232

W Lle DARREL D. YODER DAN BAKER
“\Gh Tﬂ!il:_ Q¢ &Z@Q Tlo NEEHI Auctioneer

Realtor

== 419-822-5590
!l_ AYERSVILLE, OHIO  419-576-2717 Lyons, Ohio 43533 419-260-8546

AUCTIONEER & REALTOR 14551 St. Rt. 109

——— REALTY & AUCTION
www.kigarrealty.com The Sound That SELLS!

Rick Kigar, Auctioneer

Darrel D. Yoder, Auctioneer
(419) 923-6281 Office (419) 419-467-7073 Cell

Visit us on the web @ www.yoderauction.com Wauseon, Ohio

BBOWN We are Sold on
CCToN SERVIE L Auctions!

Call Your Local, Full Service Auction Company!
Call Bert Brown 419-212-0851, Shane Sumner 419-212-3448
or Wyatt Zulch 419-819-8602 for your Auction Answers




