
Farmland News, Archbold, Ohio Tuesday,  June 9, 2026–1$125

1 Section Tuesday,  June 9, 2026 Volume 67  Number 27

Milestones and Memories

Check Out 
Our New 
Website

 419-445-9456 
 888-445-9456

 OFFICE HOURS:
 Monday - Thursday

 8:30 to 4:30
 CLOSED:

 Friday, Saturday 
 and Sunday

 Advertising 
 Deadline:
 Tuesday
 9:00 am

 SAVE  $ 3.00
 A YEAR
 OFF THE 

 NEWSSTAND 
 PRICE 

 SUBSCRIBE
 TODAY!

 TOLL-FREE
 1-888-445-9456

(Continued on Page 8 )

 FARMLAND NEWS
 A Gift That Lasts All Year!

 Call 419-445-9456  o r 1-888-445-9456

1908 - The famous “Hurricane”

Entrance to the Putnam County Fair Grounds 1908.

Long before Putnam 
County was formed, the 
area was part of the Great 
Black Swamp in Northwest 
Ohio. 

Once drained, it evolved 
into prime farmland, mak-
ing the annual County Fair 
a crucial outlet for local 
farmers to showcase their 
crops and livestock. 

The Putnam County Fair 
in Ottawa, Ohio’s, roots 
trace back to the post-Civ-
il War era dating back to 
1855, when it was held on 

the north edge of Gilboa, 
Ohio.

It featured 2 days of 
make-shift pens, which 
were built by area farmers 
who had bought their own 
supplies with them, to build 
the pens.

Goods such as, agricul-
tural and household items 
were displayed on make-
shift tables, as well as horse 
racing for all to enjoy.

Initially organized by lo-
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June 10 - 16
Poor Will’s Almanack

For the Third Week of Early Summer

And what is so rare as a day in June?
Then, if ever, come perfect days;
Then Heaven tries the earth if it be in tune,
And over it softly her warm ear lays:
�
� James Russell Lowell

The Phases of the Moon
May 31: The Fledgling Moon is Full.
June 8:  The Moon enters its final quarter.
June 14: The Firefly Moon is new.
June 21: The Moon enters its second quarter.
June 29: The Moon is full.

Sun Time:
By the end of the first week of June, the sun 

has reached a declination of 22 degrees 44 min-
utes. How close to solstice is that? Well, solstice 
declination is 23 degrees 26 minutes. 

The Stars
In the late evening, Arcturus in the constella-

tion Bootes is the brightest light directly over-
head. 

Scorpius is centered in the southern sky and 
dominates it until early July. 

Orion is high in the south at noon, promising 
the Dog Days. 

The Weather of the Week Ahead
The second week of June always brings an in-

crease in the likelihood of highs in the 90s, and 
the average percentage of afternoons in the 80s 
rises above the average percentage of 70s for the 
first time in the year. 

Highs in the cold 60s are rare, occurring just 
five percent of the days. 

This week also brings more sunshine than al-
most any other week so far in the year: 85 per-
cent of the days have at least partly cloudy skies. 

And the week also contains the second-dri-
est day of the month, June 10th, which brings a 
shower only ten percent of the years. 

The 13th and 14th are also usually dry, both 
having just a 20 percent chance of rain. 

The wettest days in the period are June 8th, 
9th, 11th and 12th, each having a 40 percent 
chance of rain. 

Between June 8th and 11th, the average tem-
perature rise slows to one degree in four days 
instead of Late Spring’s one degree in three. 

Then, between the 15th to the 19th, it climbs 
just one degree in five days, reaching its summer 
zenith.

In the Field and Garden
Now is the time for insect infestations to 

reach the economic threshold. Look for rose 

chafers and two-spotted spider mites on your 
rose bushes. Cucumber beetles eat the vines of 
the cucumbers and melons. 

Gather cherries, mulberries, and black rasp-
berries in the mild June days. Fertilize aspara-
gus and rhubarb as their seasons end. Sidedress 
the corn. 

Plant root crops as the moon wanes this week. 
Harvest strawberries at full moon for maximum 
juice (unless rains have been heavy). 

Harvest canola, commercial broccoli and 
squash. Consider putting in double-crop soy-
beans after the wheat is cut.

The second week of June often brings a heat 
wave. And that means extra attention to cleanli-
ness in the barn and yard will pay off in fewer 
flies.             

Plan ahead to supplement late fall and early 
winter grazing when quality and quantity of for-
age declines. 

And plan to sell chicken, lamb and chevon for 
Father’s Day cookouts.

If the ventilation system in your outbuildings 
is inadequate, put in a fan this summer. 

It will give you improved air quality control 
throughout the year.

Mix medicinal herb seeds when you are seed-
ing the pasture. 

Some favorites are borage, chicory, hore-
hound, marjoram, rosemary, sage, tansy and 
yarrow.

To help control insects, plant or purchase 
flowers to increase the bird population. 

Flowers are also great in your roadside stand!
And flowers in your yard announce prosper-

ity.
When you shear or worm or clip hooves, keep 

your flock or herd together. One animal isolated 
in a pen can be hard to catch, may panic and 
hurt itself.

For June Natural Calendar
Painted turtles and box turtles are laying 

eggs. On Lake Erie, walleye fishing is usually 
at its best. 

Winter wheat in the Lower Midwest is almost 
all headed by this date, and about a third of the 
crop is turning from green to gold.

The first cut of alfalfa hay is almost complete 
in an average year along the 40th Parallel east of 
the Mississippi. 

Most of the corn, soybeans and sunflowers 
have been planted. 

In the fields, bottle grass and timothy are 
sweet. 

Acorns have formed on the oaks. 
Droopy lizard’s tail flowers in ponds and 

streams.

Journal
Orion is the easy gauge of winter, rising with 

the Milky Way on November evenings, filling 
the southern sky throughout the night all winter, 
finally disappearing late in April. 

As Orion waxes, all of the pieces of summer 
recede; as that constellation wanes, each piece 
returns. 

The Summer Triangle is the stellar gauge of 
summer. 

It is a parallel marker to Orion that clocks the 
unfolding of the leaves and flowers. 

Accompanied by the opposite end of the 
Milky Way, it appears on the evenings of May. 
Its triple constellations, Lyra, Cygnus and Aqui-
la, contain three prominent capstone stars, Vega, 
Deneb and Altair, which form a giant triangle. 

When all these stars come up after dark, the 
canopy of leaves is complete all along the 40th 
Parallel. 

Mock orange and peonies and iris blossom in 
the gardens, morning birdsong swells, strawber-
ries ripen, sweet clover is open by the roadsides, 
and goslings enter adolescence. 

When Vega, Deneb and Altair are positioned 
overhead at midnight, then the birds are quiet, 
ragweed pollen is in the air, blackberries are 
sweet, hickory nuts and black walnuts are fall-
ing, katydids and cicadas and late crickets are 
singing, rose of Sharon colors the garden.

When leaves are turning throughout the na-
tion and the last wildflowers have completed 
their cycles, then Lyra, Cygnus and Aquila set in 
the west after sundown, leading the Milky Way 
through Cassiopeia and Perseus, dividing the 
heavens into equal halves, for an instant holding 
in balance summer and winter, linking the Sum-
mer Triangle with Orion rising again

ALMANACK LITERATURE
The Designing Rooster

By Mrs. D. L. Polly
When I was a little girl, we lived on a farm 

and my parents raised chickens.  The chickens 
were confined to a large fenced-in area, which, 
by the way, included our outhouse.

Now maybe that (the outhouse in the chicken 
yard) doesn’t seem like any major thing to most 
people.  But to me, it was a disaster.

We had one ornery rooster in our flock of 
chickens.  He paid no mind to the rest of the 
family, but he delighted in picking on me.  Many 
was the day I had to run all the way to the out-
house and all the way back to the gate with the 
rooster in pursuit.

I did, however, usually make it back to the 
gate just a little ahead of him.

One day, though, it didn’t happen quite that 
way.  As I started back to the gate, I stuck my 
head out very carefully.  Since the rooster was 
nowhere in sight, I stepped slowly out the door, 
carefully taking another glance around the yard.

Just then, there he came! 
He had been hiding behind the outhouse just 

waiting for me.
I flew back through the door (into the out-

house), and had to wait for Mom - who finally 
rescued me.

***

Follow the summer with Bill Felker’s  A 
Daybook for June in Yellow Springs, Ohio. 
These daybooks contain all the nature notes 
used to create Poor Will’s Almanack. Order 
yours from Amazon. � FN
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First Lutheran Church
701 Defiance Street
Stryker, Ohio 43557

Worship Services:
Saturday Evenings ~  5:00 p.m. 
Sunday Mornings ~  8:45 a.m. 

The Power of Yes: 
How One Simple Word Can Change Your World

Words of Inspiration
By Pastor Chris Staup“I am the Lord’s servant. May 

Your word to me be fulfilled.”
(Luke 1:38) 
Have you ever stopped to think 

about the weight of a single word? 
Every day we are faced with the 

choices that shape our lives, our 
families, and our neighborhoods. 

But there is one word in particu-
lar that holds a unique, quiet power 
to transform everything it touches: 
and that word is “YES.” 

In the Bible, in the Gospel of 
Luke tells the story of a young 
woman, a girl named Mary who re-
ceived some earth shattering news. 

An angel of the Lord appeared to 
her and told her that she would give 
birth to the Savior of the world. 

It was a moment that had to be 
filled with questions, potential mis-
understanding, and great responsi-
bility. 

And even then, in Luke 1:38, 
Mary offers this simple yet powerful 
response: “I am the Lord’s servant. 
May Your word to me be fulfilled.” 

At that moment, Mary said 
“YES”. 

She did it without the detailed 
blueprint for her life or the guaran-
tee of a smooth road ahead. 

She simply trusted, and that one 
“YES” would soon change the 
course of human history. 

Today, we have the same power 
found in that same word “YES” 
available to us. 

When we say “YES” to God, to 
kindness, and to serving others, this 
beautiful ripple effect happens right 
where we live. 

Now the greatest impact a lot of 
times starts in the smallest of places. 

In our homes, saying “YES” 
looks like choosing patience when 
we’re tired. 

It means saying “YES” to putting 
down our phones and truly listen-
ing to our children or our spouses. 

When we create this culture built 
on saying “YES” to grace and for-
giveness, our homes change from 
stressful spaces into safe havens of 
peace. 

In our church communities, a 
collective “YES” can move moun-
tains. 

It is easy for us to sit in our pews 
and figure someone else will step up. 

But when we say “YES” to volun-
teering in the nursery, as a greeter, 
a reader, or joining a prayer group, 
the church comes ALIVE. 

The things that YOU bring to the 
table are desperately needed. 

By saying “YES” to serving, you 
are helping to build a faith commu-
nity where no one will ever walk 
alone. 

Imagine the shift in our small 
towns if we all looked for oppor-
tunities to say “YES” to our neigh-
bors. 

Things like saying “YES” to 
checking in on an elderly neighbor, 
saying “YES” to donating or help-
ing in the local food pantry, or even 
saying “YES” to picking up trash in 
the local park. 

A community that thrives isn’t 
built on a few big projects; it is built 

by hundreds of everyday people 
saying “YES” to a lot of small acts 
of local love. 

Look, it’s easy to watch the news 
of all that is happening around the 
world and feel completely helpless. 

After all, the world’s problems 
seem SO big, and our lives seem so 
small. 

But history is formed through 
the threads of a multitude of indi-
viduals saying “YES.” 

When you say “YES” to com-
passion in your own backyard, you 
join in this global chorus of hope. 

A culture of kindness is contagious. 
Your local “YES” inspires some-

one else to say “YES”, creating a 
chain reaction that breaks down 
borders and spans across oceans. 

Mary’s response in Luke 1:38 re-
minds us that we don’t need to have 
all the answers before we step out. 

We just need an open and willing 
heart. 

This week, challenge yourself to 
look for your “YES.” 

Don’t worry about changing the 
whole planet overnight. 

Just start in your kitchen or your 
living room, step out into your 
neighborhood, look for opportuni-
ties in your workplace, and watch 
how a little bit of willingness can 
bring light to not just the room 
you’re in, but to the whole world. 

Be a blessing and be blessed…
Chris � FN

The World’s Coolest Card Game
Forty Below®

A suspenseful and FUN-filled card game for 2-10 players. 
The object of the game is to get the lowest score possible in ten rounds of play. 

Every game has its own exciting twists and turns – 
reveal a group of four of the same card to get FORTY BELOW®!

Family fun for ages 8+
$11.50 (incudes tax)  Add $4.00 for mailing
Farmland News • PO Box 240 • Archbold OH 43502

419-445-9456 • 888-445-9456 • Members@farmlandnews.com
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$10 FOR YOUR 
MEMORIES!

We are looking for people to share a 
special memory from their past, or even a 
special time from the present.

Simply write down the memory in as many 
words as it takes, although we’d prefer 
something in the 500- to 1,000- word range, 
and then mail it, along with your name, 
address, phone number and perhaps even a 
related photo to:

$10 FOR MY MEMORIES
FARMLAND NEWS

P.O. BOX 240
ARCHBOLD, OH 43502

or email it to: 
News1@FarmlandNews.com

In appreciation of your time, 
we will give you a $10 value towards 

a Farmland News subscription.
Trademark of American Soybean Association

Divine InterventionSHOP HINTS
7/10/63

YOU MAY NEED to prevent hogs from rooting un-
der the feed troughs and overturning them.  If this is your 
problem, a few turns of barbed wire can be stapled along 
the under-side of the trough.

IF CATTLE continually push out sliding barn doors 
from their tracks, an old horse shoe nailed to the frame 
will help keep the door in position.

WHEN CUTTING GLASS or marking guide lines on 
it attach a strip of electrician’s rubber tape to the bottom 
of the yardstick.  The tape will keep the straight edge firm 
and prevent one of those costly slips.

WHEN A STEEL BRUSH becomes dull and the wire 
ends are rounded, grind it on an emery wheel.  The brush 
works almost like new and can be made to last much longer.

HERE IS A WAY to start a nut in a hard-to-get-at spot 
where you can’t afford to drop the nut.  Run the nut down 
a piece of wire which has been pointed and shaped.  Hold 
the wire steady against the end of the bolt until the nut is 
started on the thread.

SANDPAPER glued to the face of a miter gauge will 
prevent the stock from shifting and increase the accuracy 
of the cut.

NOW THAT BLEACH comes in plastic containers, take 
a used one clean it well, and cut off the top of the plastic 
bottle to make a funnel.  Use the gallon-size container for 
the large jobs, and there are small sizes for other purposes.  

TRANQUILIZING GEMS
1975 

By Dennis Roth

Some say, “Where there’s a will there’s a way, but not 
always happy relatives.”

One trait that rarely exists in men, women, or children is 
silence.

If you want to double your money don’t deposit it in your 
rocking chair.

Troubles soon begin when we put false gods ahead of 
God.

A father should start his threshing machine when his son 
starts to sow wild oats.

When a woman wants something out of her purse, it’s 
usually at the bottom.  Why not make one with the zipper 
in the bottom.

Many storms begin after the bride reigns.

You have never heard of anyone striking because he 
wanted a raise in the wages of sin.

Before you get a promotion, there first must be plenty of 
motion.

You read much on what to do after retirement and little 
up to that time.

A complainer gets boring, but so do those who agree with 
everything you say.

VINTAGE KIDS’ 
KITCHEN 1996

Breakfast 
Party Pizza

1/2 lb ground pork
1 to 2 tablespoons melted 

butter
2 English muffins, split 

in half
1/2 to 1 teaspoon oregano
1 cup mozzarella cheese
1/2 cup pizza sauce

Mixing bowl and spoon
Measuring cups and 

spoons
Knife
Skillet
Help from Mom and Dad

Brown the pork in the 
skillet, drain.

Add cheese, pizza sauce 
and oregano to pork.

Spread butter, then pork 
mixture on muffin halves.

Top with cheese.
Broil or microwave until 

cheese melts.

1964 - Cow Flies Jet Trans-Atlantic
First cow to complete a trans-Atlantic jet flight is a three year old Registered Holstein, 

a gift from the University of New Hampshire to the University of Munich. The cow was 
sent in time for West Germany’s observance of International Milk Day June 2.
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I once had the question 
posed to me, “Can you re-
call at any time in your life 
that you feel God inter-
vened?” 

Quickly I thought about 
it, and on the spur of the 
moment, I could not.

That was in the early 
days of what I refer to as my 
life journey as a Christian. 

I think early on in most 
people’s Christian journey, 
their life is a bit shallow in 
comparison to a time when 
they become deeply com-
mitted.

You go to church, you 
profess your belief, you try 
to live right and six out of 
the seven days of each week 
you live in the realm of this 
world as opposed to a de-
vout follower of Jesus.

For years I worked five 
days a week, had Saturday 
plans and took my fam-
ily to church on Sunday…I 
thought that was being a 
Christian. 

I’m sure there are many 
who agree with this summa-
tion, in retrospect, I do not.

As a teen I wrote a lot of 
poetry. 

My desire was to become 
a lyricist of popular music, 
so my poetry consisted of 
mostly love poems. 

As I became involved in 
my work and supporting my 
family I ceased writing.

In the 1970s we became 
more involved in church, 
and I began to write a little 
bit again, and then I stopped 
once more. 

After I retired and delved 
deeply into writing poetry, I 
became more convicted.

I realized that all the pre-
ceding years I had neglect-
ed God. 

I was going to church on 
Sunday and living for self 
the rest of the week. 

When I finally acknowl-
edged this to myself, my 
writing improved. 

For the first time in my 
life, I felt like I was being 
led by the Holy Spirit. 

I believe now, this is what 

God wanted me to be doing 
and He was leading me. 

Now, it’s mostly what I 
want to be doing – serving 
Him.

On several occasions that 
question came back to me. 

“Can you recall at any 
time in your life that you 
feel God intervened?” 

Immediately two times 
popped into my mind.

I’m certain there have 
been many, but two instanc-
es ring clear. 

The first time was about 
six years after we were 
married. 

We had a Volkswagen 
Beetle and as most people 
know, these cars are very 
light vehicles.

We were taking my 
wife’s aunt to Kentucky to 
visit relatives. 

My wife and I were in the 
front seats, and she was in 
the back seat with my old-
est son. 

It was nighttime, very 
cold and it had rained.

What I did not realize 
is that there were some icy 
spots here and there on the 
roads.  

Her aunt was a Christian 
lady and for some time she 
had been singing hymns, but 
as the weather worsened, I 
heard her utter a prayer.

I was coming down a hill 
and about to cross a bridge 
that spanned a creek when 
we struck a patch of ice. 

The car started to fishtail 
and immediately I thought I 
was going to lose control.

Fear struck me and I 
thought, uh oh, this is it. 

Amazingly, the car 
straightened up, and all was 
well. 

My next thought was – 
how did that happen?  

It certainly was not of my 
own doing. 

At the time I passed it off 
and on we went. 

That night came back to 
me many times as I won-
dered how on earth we 
came out of a spin that I felt 
was going to be disastrous.

The second time I felt 
God intervene, my wife 

and I were in Hong Kong, 
China. 

We were crossing what 
was probably the busiest 
throughfare in the city with 
about twenty other individ-
uals.

We waited, curbside, for 
the traffic signal permitting 
us to cross. 

In the middle of this 
street was a concrete island. 

We crossed and then had 
to wait in the middle of the 
street on the island for an-
other signal.

I was not aware of the 
required wait on the island 
and as soon as we got there 
I started to step into the 
street for the remainder of 
the crossing. 

Just as I did, the gentle-
man next to me swung his 
arm around with full force 
and struck me in the chest 
and abdomen. 

I would be lying if I said 
it didn’t hurt but instanta-
neously a huge bus passed 
by. 

There can be no doubt I 
would have been killed in-
stantly by this high-speed 
vehicle had this man not 
done what he did. 

God was there with me 
that day.

I have chosen the two 
most obvious situations 
where I felt that God inter-
vened in my life. 

Divine Intervention

 Looking for a place to go...
 Check out these area events!

 Call 1-888-445-9456  o r 
 E-mail  to  Members@Farmlandnews. c om

 t o Inquire About Listing Your Event Here!

 JUNE 20:   “ 9th Annual Strawberry Festival! ”  Hosted by 
 Salem Church, 13751 S. Tripp Rd., Waldron, MI 49288 
 Saturday, 4-7 pm. Strawberry Shortcake, Pulled Pork, 
 Hot Dogs, Chips, Cole Slaw, Ice Cream, Annual Bake 
 Sale. Donations welcome for Renovation to our 
 Sanctuary. Cash, debit or credit card accepted. Join us 
 for Food, Fun and Fellowship.  For more information 
 call: 517-567-4428.

������������������������������
 by Ron Bliss

But I now feel that in 
all my years, He’s done so 
hundreds – no thousands of 
times. 

And I think He has done 
so in your life as well. 

Perhaps not on the scale 
as those I mentioned here, 
but he has directed my life 
and your life numerous 
times.

One last story I will share 
when He intervened. 

It was March of 1958. I 
was in the Navy and was 
home for the weekend. 

I had a date that my 
brother had set up for me.

A high school friend 
asked me to take him to 
Bowling Green at 10 pm so 
he could catch a bus as he 
was leaving for the army. 

I told him I couldn’t since 
I had a date.

His reply, “I will get a 
date; we can double and 
you can take me to Bowling 
Green and then take the two 
of them home. 

I agreed.
The girl he was dating 

is now my wife of 66 plus 
years. 

Did God intervene? … I 
think He did and I am so 
blessed.

Ron was born in McClure, 
Ohio, raised in Napoleon 
and has lived in Wauseon 
for the past 64 years. A Navy 
veteran, he worked in Qual-
ity Control at Campbell 
Soup Company for almost 
37 years. He’s been writing po-
ems since he was in school and 
has self-published 21 books of 
poetry.             � FN

An AI picture of my wife and I done by my son.
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Friday, June 19
9:00 a.m. - Fair Office 

Opens
6:00 p.m. - Fair Office 

Closes

Saturday, June 20
7:00 -10:00 a.m. - Race 

Horse Entries - Speed Of-
fice

8:00 a.m. - Junior Fair 
Equine may begin arriving

9:00 a.m. -Fair Office 
Opens

4:00 p.m. - Parade Forms 
by Arrowhead Park

6:00 p.m. - Fair Parade
- Junior Fair after parade 

Silent Auction Set-up
8:00 p.m. - Fair Office 

Closes 

Sunday, June 21
6:00 a.m. - 12:00 Noon: 

Junior Fair animals may ar-
rive on Fairgrounds

7:00 - 10:00  a.m. - Race 
Horse Entries - Speed Office

8:00 a.m. - 12:00 Noon 
-Junior Fair Rabbit & Poul-
try Weigh-in before pen-
ning

11:00 a.m. - Fair Office 
opens

11:00 a.m. - 12:00 noon 
- 4-H Club booth set-up - 
Advisors put up club plac-
ing ribbons in booth - Event 

Center; 
12:00 Noon. - Junior Fair 

all non-livestock entries must 
be in place - Event Center

Equine, Poultry & Rab-
bits must be in place on the 
fairgrounds.

12:00 Noon - 3:00 p.m. - 
Culinary, Needlework, An-
tiques, Art & Agriculture 
entries to Event Center

1:00 p.m. - Junior Fair 
Hogs, Sheep, Goats & Cat-
tle must be in place on the 
fairgrounds; 

Junior Fair office opens
1:15 p.m. - Junior Fair 

Barn Meeting for all Live-
stock (Main Show Arena)

2:00 p.m. - Junior Fair 

Swine Weigh-in - North & 
South Hog Barns);

Junior Fair Goat & Lamb 
Weigh-in - Goat & Sheep 
Barn

3:30 p.m. - Junior Fair 
Dairy & Crossbred Feeder 
Calf Weigh-in - South Hog 
Barn;

Junior Fair Beef Feed-
er Weigh-in, followed by 
Dairy Steers and Market 
beef Weigh-in - North Hog 
Barn

5:00 p.m. - Junior Fair 
Office Closes	

6:00 p.m. - Fair Office 
Closes

Monday, June 22
Veteran’s Day

All veterans admitted 
FREE all day

Sponsor: Putnam Coun-
ty Veterans Services

7:00 a.m. - Gates Open
8:00 a.m. - Junior Fair 

Office Opens;
Junior Fair Goat Show - 

Main Show Arena
9:00 a.m. - Fair Office 

Opens: 
Junior Fair Horse/Pony 

Showmanship & Perfor-
mance Classes - Horse Arena

12:00 Noon - Opening 
Ceremony - East side of 
Event Center

3:30 p.m. - Family Fun 
Circus

4:00 p.m. - Junior Fair 
Sheep Show - Main Show 
Arena

5:00 p.m. - Junior Fair 
Office Closes;

Baked Goods Auction 
-Event Center	

6:00 p.m. - Family Fun 
Circus

6:30 p.m. - Veterans 
Tribute - Grandstand

7:00 p.m. - King & 
Queen Coronation - 
Grandstand

7:15 p.m. - March-
ing Band Spectacular - 
Grandstand

8:30 p.m. - Family Circus 
Fun

9:00 p.m. - Fair Office 
Closes

11:00 p.m. - Fairgrounds 
Close

Tuesday, June 23
Kid’s Day

All children 16 and un-
der admitted FREE until 
4:00 p.m.

7:00 a.m. - Gates Open
8:00 a.m. - Junior Fair 

Office Opens; 
Junior Fair Dairy Feed-

er, Crossbred Feeder and 
Dairy Steer Show - Main 
Show Arena

8:30 a.m. - Junior Fair 
Poultry/Fowl Show - Rab-
bit/Poultry Show Arena

9:00 a.m. - Fair Office 
Opens; 

Speed Office Opens
10:00 a.m. - Open Class 

Flower Show Judging - 
Event Center

11:00 a.m. Cloverbud 
Recognition -Entertainment 
Tent

1:30 p.m. - Kiddie Trac-
tor Pull - Grandstand

2:00 p.m. - Family Fun 
Circus

3:00 p.m. - Bicycle Give-
A-Way - Grandstand

4:00 p.m.- Kid’s Day Ad-
mission Ends; 

Junior Fair Beef Feeder, 
Beef Breeding & Market 
Beef Show - Main Show 
Arena

5:00 p.m. - Kid’s Day 
Ride Special Ends

Junior Fair Office Closes; 
Harness Racing - Grand-
stand; 

Family Fun Circus
6:00 p.m. - Little Mister 

& Miss Putnam County 

Fair - Entertainment Tent
7:00 p.m. - 4-H Style Re-

view Show -Entertainment 
Tent; 

Delicious Desserts Chal-
lenge - Event Center

8:30 p.m. - Family Fun 
Circus

9:00 p.m. - Fair Office 
Closes

11:00 p.m. - Fairgrounds 
Close

Wednesday, June 24
Industrial Day

7:00 a.m. - Gates Open
8:00 a.m. - Junior Fair 

Office Opens
- Junior Fair Swine Show 

- Main Show Arena
8:30 a.m. - Junior Fair 

Rabbit Show - Rabbit & 
Poultry Show Arena

9:00 a.m. - Fair Office 
Opens; 

Speed Office Opens; Ju-
nior Fair Horse/Pony Per-
formance Classes, Ground 
Roping & Contesting - 
Horse Arena

3:30 p.m. - Family Fun 
Circus

5:00 p.m. - Harness 
Racing - Grandstand; 

Putnam Possibilities Bud-
dy Show - Main Show Are-
na; Junior Fair Office closes

6:00 p.m. - Family Fun 
Circus

7:00 p.m. - Best of the 
Beef Challenge - Event 
Center; Junior Fair Feeder 
Calf Sale - Entertainment 
Tent; 

Decorated Animal Con-
test - Main Event Arena

8:00 p.m. - Junior Fair 
Barn Games - Main Show 
Arena

8:30 p.m. - Family Fun 
Circus

9:00 p.m. - Fair Office 
Closes

11:00 p.m. - Fairgrounds 
Close

Thursday, June 25
Senior Citizen’s Day
All Senior Citizens 62 

and older admitted FREE 
all day

7:00 a.m. - Gates Open
8:00 a.m. - Junior Fair 

Office Opens; 
Bred and Fed Show 

-Main Show Arena
9:00 a.m. - Fair Office Opens
10:00 a.m. Open Class 

Flower Show Judging - 
Event Center; Junior Fair 

2026 Putnam County Fair Schedule

567-332-2410

(Continued on Page 7)
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Horse & Pony PAS Show - 
Horse Show Arena

3:30 p.m. - Family Fun 
Circus

4:00 p.m. - Kid’s Dream 
Day- Racetrack

5:00 p.m. - Junior Fair 
Office Closes

6:00 p.m. - Drag Races - 
Grandstand; 

Family Fun Circus
6:30 p.m. - Open Class 

Swine Show - Main Show 
Arena

7:00 p.m. - Heavenly Hon-
ey Challenge - Event Center

8:30 p.m. - Family Fun 
Circus

9:00 p.m. - Fair Office 
Closes

11:00 p.m. -  Fairgrounds 
Close

Friday, June 26
Ag Day

Sponsored by: Cooper 
Farms Hatchery

7:00 a.m. - Gates Open
8:00 a.m. - Junior Fair 

Office Opens; Junior Fair 
Premium Sale - Main Show 
Event

9:00 a.m. - Fair Office Opens
3:30 p.m. - Family Fun 

Circus
4:00 p.m. - Junior Fair 

Show of Showman Contest 
- Main Event Arena

5:00 p.m. - Junior Fair 
Office Closes

6:00 p.m. - Family Fun 
Circus; Junior Fair Versa-
tility Horse Show - Horse 
Show Arena

7:00 p.m. - Truck & 
Tractor Pulls - Grand-
stand; 

Perfectly Prepared Pork 
Challenge - Event Center

7:30 p.m. - T-102 Coun-
try Star Playoffs - Enter-
tainment Tent; 

Open Class Goat Show - 
Main Show Arena

8:30 p.m. - Family Fun 
Circus

9:00 p.m. - Fair Office Closes
12:00 Midnight - Fair-

grounds Close

Saturday, June 27
Family Day

Sponsor: The Union 
Bank Company

7:00 a.m. - Gates Open
9:00 a.m. - Fair Office Opens
10:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m. - 

Election of Fair Directors 
-Area under Grandstand

11:00 a.m. -  Junior Fair 
Horse Awards Program fol-
lowed by Junior Fair Kids 
Fun Horse Show - Horse 

Land & Legacy

Napoleon, Ohio — The Henry County Farm Bureau 
invites area farmers and agricultural professionals to its 
upcoming “Ag Law After Hours” program on Tuesday, 
June 16, 2026, at the Ag Hall, Henry County Fair-
grounds. 

This informative evening will feature conversations 
with agricultural law experts and tax professionals, offer-
ing practical guidance on today’s most pressing farm busi-
ness topics.

Doors will open at 6:00 p.m., with dinner served upon arrival. 

Henry County Farm Bureau to Host “Ag 
Law After Hours” Event on June 16

The program will begin at 6:30 p.m. with a “fireside 
chat”-style discussion designed to encourage engagement 
and direct interaction with experts.

This year’s event will feature knowledgeable legal and 
tax professionals addressing key issues such as farm cor-
porate structure, land and asset transfers, farm leases, and 
other critical topics impacting today’s agricultural opera-
tions. Attendees are encouraged to actively participate and 
bring their questions for discussion.

A highlight of the evening is the opportunity for partici-
pants to submit questions in advance by scanning the QR 
code on event materials or by calling the Farm Bureau of-
fice at 419-445-0723, ensuring that specific concerns can 
be addressed during the session.

The event is free for Farm Bureau members and avail-
able to non-members for a $20 registration fee. 

While RSVPs are requested, they are not required.
The Henry County Farm Bureau is building on the suc-

cess of last year’s program, which drew strong attendance 
and high praise from participants and industry observers 
alike. 

Following the 2025 event, Ohio Ag Net shared the fol-
lowing feedback:

“A ‘hats off’ to the Henry County Farm Bureau, who 
hosted their ‘Ag Law After Hours’ program last evening. 

About 70 farmers gathered from Henry, Fulton, Defi-
ance, and Williams Counties to hear a panel of statewide ag 
law experts discuss and answer questions from the group. 

I would rate it as one of the best ag programs I have at-
tended in a while. 

Very timely and practical information was shared and a 
lot of good discussion followed.”

With continued support from partners including Ohio 
State University Extension and Farm Credit Mid-America, 
this year’s program aims to once again deliver valuable, 
real-world insights to the farming community.

For more information or to submit questions in advance, 
contact the Henry County Farm Bureau at 419-445-0723.

Show Arena
12:00 Noon - Junior Fair 

Office Opens; Open Class 
Lamb Show - Main Show 
Arena

2:00 p.m. - Family Fun 
Circus

5:00 p.m. - Family Fun 
Circus; 

Demolition Derby - Grand-
stand; 

Junior Fair Office Closes
6:00 p.m. - Line Dancing 

- Entertainment Tent
7:00 p.m. - Tasty Turkey 

Challenge - Event Center; 
4-H Silent Auction Closes - 
Event Center; 

Booth Cleanup
8:30 p.m. - Family Fun 

Circus

9:00 p.m. - Fair Office Closes
12:00 Midnight - Fair Ends

Sunday, June 28
4:00 a.m. - Animal Load 

Out and Clean Pens
8:00 - 10:00 a.m. - 4-H 

Booth Tear down; Silent 
Auction Pick-up; Feeder 
calf Buyer Load-out

9:00 a.m. - Fair Office 
Opens

10:00 a.m. Junior Fair 
Board Fair Clean-up - Main 
Show Arena

12:00 Noon - Fair Office 
Closes

See you next year – 
2027 Putnam County

June 21 - 26, 2027
� FN

FAIR SCHEDULE
(Continued From Page 6)
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Antwerp, Ohio
419-258-5351
305 S. Main St.
Antwerp, OH

Payne, Ohio
419-263-2705
102 N. Main St.

Payne, OH 45880

Harlan, Indiana
260-657-1000

10726 Thimlar Rd.
Harlan, IN 46743

Contact our Loan Officers for Your Financial Needs

Steven Doster Jodi Bell-Crosser Jeremy DasherAnnette Danner Mark Ferris

Serving Northwest Ohio, Allen and Dekalb counties in Indiana

ALLEN, PAULDING, PUTNAM, &
VAN WERT COUNTY FARM BUREAUS

1305 East Main Street, Ottawa, OH
567-376-9998  //  paulding@ofbf.org

facebook.com/appvwfarmbureau

CALL THE OFFICE TO JOIN OR
RENEW YOUR MEMBERSHIP TODAY!

Commemorative photo in 1915 of some individuals who attended the first fair in 
1855. In 1937 Sampler made by Beulah Campbell which 

took 2nd place premium.

cal agricultural societies, 
the event has over the years 
evolved from a small 2 day 
gathering of local produce 
and livestock into a premier 
annual celebration of rural 
heritage, youth, and com-
munity, and has grown im-
mensely since its early ag-
ricultural roots to become 
a cornerstone event span-
ning into a massive five-
day summer event featuring 
4-H competitions, carnival 
rides and local food, just to 
name a few things featured 
at the gathering.

KEY MILESTONES 
AND HISTORY

• 1855: The first Putnam 
County Fair was established. 

• The “Pioneer” Roots: 
Early community agricul-
tural and pioneer gatherings 
were initially held in Kalida 
(the original county seat), 
or Gilboa and neighboring 
towns.

The Putnam County 
Pioneer Association was 
formed in 1873 and eventu-
ally evolved into the Putnam 
County Historical Society. 

• Agricultural Roots: 
The fair’s earliest iteration 
focused on bringing local 
farmers and soldiers togeth-
er to showcase livestock, 
fine wagons, and household 
goods. 

• Mid-Century Shift: 
The county fair eventually 
settled permanently in Otta-
wa, Ohio, where it has con-
tinued to expand as a major 
regional gathering.

• Era of Growth: The 
fairgrounds on South Jef-
ferson Avenue have been 

the heart of the community 
for generations, serving as a 
hub for both livestock show-
casing and still projects.

• The Pandemic Inter-
ruption: In 2020, the full 
fair was canceled for the 
first time since 1855, though 
modified junior fair events 
(and a King and Queen cor-
onation) were held. 

MODERN 
FAIRGROUNDS

• Today, the fair is held 
at the Putnam County Fair-
grounds in Ottawa. 

The event runs over sev-
eral days in late June or 
early July, featuring bell-
ringing ceremonies, carni-
val midways, and extensive 
agricultural showcases. 

The local Putnam Coun-
ty Fair Agricultural Society 
works alongside the Putnam 
County OSU Extension to 
coordinate and adminis-

ter the Junior Fair and 4-H 
leadership activities.

• The Putnam County 
Fair is a deeply historic 
summer event that has cel-
ebrated local agriculture 
and community traditions 
for well over a century. 

• Governed by the Putnam 
County Fair Board, it tradi-
tionally features junior fair 
animal exhibitions, harness 
racing, and entertainment at 
the Ottawa fairgrounds. 

MODERN UPGRADES 
(2009–2024)

The fairgrounds received 
significant modern en-
hancements, including the 
addition of an Ag Village in 
2009. 

In 2015, the Fairgrounds 
Expo Hall was renovated, 
and a major $5.5 million 
Event Center opened in 
time for the fair’s 169th 
edition in 2024 providing 

a modernized venue to host 
fair exhibits, large-scale 
community meetings, and 
weddings, ensuring the fair 
remains a year-round asset 
for the county.

• Agricultural Roots: 
Putnam County is highly 
agricultural (over 93% of the 
county land is used for farm-
ing), so 4-H and FFA proj-
ects, livestock exhibitions, 
and animal shows are the 
backbone of the event. 

• Entertainment: The 
fairgrounds host traditional 
grandstand events, a buzz-
ing midway, and staples like 
“Kids Day” where younger 
attendees receive free ad-
mission. 

• Community Spirit: 
The event is hosted by the 
Putnam County Fair Board 
and supported by local vol-
unteers, offering an air-con-

(Continued on Page 9 )

MILESTONES
(Continued From Page 1)
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 Pleasant Bend
 419-653-4132

 Standley
 419-395-1557

 North Creek
 419-398-2325

 THE

 o f   N e w   B a v a r i a

 Grain  •  Fertilizer
 Seed  •  Chemicals

 with

 VRT Soil Testing & 
 Custom Application

 Grain & Supply Association  Inc.

 F A
 R M

 E R S   E L E V A T O R
SCHROEDER LAW LTD
Columbus Grove, Ohio LTD

NICHOLE Y. SHAFER
Nichole@LeeSchroeder.com

    Logan E. Clark
   Logan@LeeSchroeder.com

1900’s back side of Grand Stand Micky Morris

ditioned retreat in the Event 
Center to combat the June 
heat.

• The Junior Fair: As 
4-H and FFA programs 
expanded heavily in the 
1930’s and 1940’s , the fair 
has evolved into a showcase 
for the county’s youth, high-
lighting agricultural and 
creative arts projects.

• Tradition Meets Fun: 
Alongside traditional live-
stock showings, home-baked 
goods, and band shows, the 
fair remains known for its 
classic midway rides, carnival 
games, and classic fair food.

FASCINATING 
HISTORICAL FACTS
• Agricultural Roots: 

The fair was established out 
of the county’s farming heri-
tage to showcase local live-
stock, 4-H and FFA achieve-
ments, and rural domestic 
life.

• The Grandstand & 
Racing: The half-mile dirt 
oval at the Ottawa fair-
grounds has long hosted 
harness racing, which has 
been an anchor event for 

decades. 
• Tragic Milestone: The 

fairgrounds made national 
news on the closing day of 
the 1966 Putnam County 
Fair when an out-of-control 
midget race car crashed into 
a spectator area, resulting in 
two fatalities.

• Early Entertainment: 
In the early 1900s, the fair 
featured unique displays 
and contests. 

For example, in 1908, or-
ganizers considered bring-
ing an ostrich named Hur-
ricane to attract crowds. 

“Hurricane” was a fa-
mous historical ostrich 
from the early 20th century, 
known as the “Fastest Trot-
ting Ostrich in the World”.

He was based at the Flor-
ida Ostrich Farm in Jack-
sonville, Florida and had 
become a popular tourist 
attraction.  

Hurricane set records by 
trotting a quarter of a mile in 
exactly 1 minute and 7 sec-
onds and unlike natural os-
trich running, which looked 
like a loose gallop, he was 
trained to trot perfectly in 
harness, pulling a light-
weight two-wheeled sulky 
or speedway cart.

The Ingram Brothers of 
Jacksonville, offered to bring 
the ostrich named Hurricane 
to the Putnam County Fair 
in 1908 for $300. 

They had described Hur-
ricane as one of the larg-
est and fastest birds in the 
world, but it is unknown 
whether Hurricane actually 
came to the fair that year to 
which local historians have 
debated over the years.

NOTES & TIDBITS 
FROM THE 

FARMLAND NEWS 
ARCHIVES:

• Some highlights of the 
1971 Fair which was held 
from July 20 thru July 26 
are below:

• During that week of the 
Fair the 4H and FFA mem-
bers practiced evaluating 
livestock.  

Each club could enter a 
team of 3 members.  

Other members could 
judge as individuals.  

Each youth could place 
a ring of 4 steers, breeding 
heifer, market pigs, gilts, 
market lambs and ewes, 
with trophies  presented to 
each member of the high 
team.

• At that time, the larg-
est livestock show at the 
Putnam County Fair was 
the Swine Show.  

• The 4 H Horse and 
Pony Achievement Contest 
was judged, and the spe-
cial award was presented 
by the Joyriders and Golden 
Horseshoes and was judged 
35 points on written essay, 
35 points on Showmanship, 
25 points on knowledge of 
project and 5 points on con-
dition of the animal.

• The Breeding Beef were 
shown with a new wrinkle 
that year.  

To encourage youth to 
start a beef herd, the Putnam 
County Agricultural Society 
announced it would pres-
ent $25.00 to the Champion 
Hereford, Angus, and Short-
horn females and $50.00 
to the Champion Breeding 
Beef Female.

• On Sunday the popular 
Greased Pig contest was 
held after the Parade of 
Champions with members 
trying to catch 51 greased 
pigs weighing 40 lbs. each 
and anyone who caught 

(Continued on Page 10)

MILESTONES
(Continued From Page 8)
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HOME HEALTH - HOSPICE - PALLIATIVE CAREHOME HEALTH - HOSPICE - PALLIATIVE CARE

 Williamson Crop Insurance is an Equal Opportunity  Provider

 888-399-5276   www.cropcoverage.com

 Protecting the Eastern Cornbelt since 1980.

Ottawa
419-523-4767

New Bavaria
419-785-8605

Proud Sponsor of the Putnam County Fair!
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 EVERETT
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 INSURANCE
 AGENCY, INC.

 419-523-6539
 375 East Main Street

 P.O. Box 256
 Ottawa, Ohio

 ERHART-
 STECHSCHULTE
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 419-532-3343
 S. Broad Street
 P.O. Box 327
 Kalida, Ohio

 GROVE 
 INSURANCE 

 SERVICES
 419-659-2034

 105 N. High Street
 Columbus Grove, Ohio

Fair decorated school wagons, 1912

Midway 1950 Grand Stand.

a pig fed it out to market 
weight and could show it at 
a special show in November 
of that year.

• The youth also that day 
between the ages of 9 and 19 
were invited to participate in 
contest activities consisting 
of a balloon toss, egg toss, 
watermelon eating contest, 
and car stuffing planned.

• On Sunday the Crown-
ing of the Junior Fair King 
and Queen was held and a 
bicycle race was held on the 
track afterwards.

•  The Junior Fair Live-
stock Sale was held on 
Monday in 1971 with Har-
old Gratz and Charlie Nash 
serving as auctioneers and 
everyone was invited to 
come and bid on an animal 
for their freezer or as adver-
tisement, as there were ap-
proximately 100 steers, 230 
market hogs, and 105 lambs 
offered to be sold at the Ju-
nior Fair Sale that year.

• In time for the 2004 
Putnam County Fair, the Kl-
eman Bros. (Don and Andy) 
for their Eagle Scout projects, 
had pre- planned to reassem-
ble the playground equipment 

that was salvaged from the 
old Fort Jennings School and 
as part of their 4-H work, they 
set up the equipment near a 
shelter house at the east end 
of the Putnam County Fair-
grounds. Their other brothers. 

Ben, Adam and Todd also 
had 4-H projects at the Fair.

• In 1999 the Fair be-
gan on the day AFTER the 
summer solstice, in 1998 it 
started on the very first day 
of Summer, and in 2001 the 
146th edition of the Fair 
also known as “The Biggest 
Little Fair in NW Ohio” 
started on 6/19 the last day 
of Spring.

• In 2001, the theme for 

the Fair was “Don’t be a 
Bear! Come to the Fair!”.

• The first day of the Fair 
was 7/3/75, and the Putnam 
Co. Fair was the first Fair in 
Ohio that year, as the open-
ing date was moved up 2 
weeks earlier from when it 
usually was.   

One of the new features 
was the Fair Marching  Band 
Spectacular, featuring high 
school bands from around 
the County and another new 
event was the 2 wheel and 4 
wheel drive truck pull.  

Bicycle races were held 
on July 5 with over 100 en-
tries expected that year and 
a giant Fireworks display 
was held on 7/4.  

The new 4-H feature that 
year was the first annual All 
4-H Horse Show.  

This was the 120th year 

of the Fair.
• In the very early years, 

one late subscriber in 1999 
recalled that the Fair was 
held in October in Ottawa 
in the late 1920’s.  She re-
membered taking a Surrey 
ride with her parents and 
siblings from their farm 
by Miller City, to the Fair 
which was held for 2 day-
star that time.  

Her mom would pack 
a picnic lunch with fried 
chicken as the main course 
and she recalled the carni-
val rides , the harness rac-
ing, and the farm animals to 
see as a young girl.

FUTURE YEARS AND
 INTO 2026

- The Putnam County 

(Continued on Page 11 )

MILESTONES
(Continued From Page 9)
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 www.brsw-cpa.com
 100  High St., Columbus Grove • 419-659-2647

 117 N. Main St., Paulding • 419-399-3686
 685 Fox Rd., Van Wert •  419-238-0658

 BASHORE REINECK 
 STOLLER & WATERMAN, INC.
 C ERTIFIED   P UBLIC   A CCOUNTANTS

 • We are here to answer your questions. 
 • We also have important information on our website. 

 Contact us for assistance with 
 your tax and business questions.

 Providing tax, accounting, payroll and advisory services to enable success.

Kahle Supply & 
Feed Mill

Kalida, Ohio
419-532-3305
THINK “PROFIT” 

NOT PRICE

are
Fun Days

Tug of War in 1920

4H Council has featured a 
Paver Brick/Memory Walk 
at the Fairgrounds over the 
years to present day.

- The Fair is always start-
ed with an annual parade 
beginning in downtown Ot-
tawa and ending at the Fair-
grounds.  

This year in 2026, will 
be unique as various Fire 
Departments from all over 
NW Ohio, attending the 

NW Ohio Vol. Fireman’s 
Association Convention, 
which is being held in Ot-
tawa this year at the same 
time as the parade weekend, 
will join in the parade down 
main street for a combined 
joint parade.

- This year will be the 
171st Putnam County Fair - 
and the theme this year for 
the fair is “Stars, Stripes, 
and Summer Nights”.  

- New events scheduled 
for 2026’s Fair will be:

- Drag Racing on Thurs-
Top picture: Grange Hall dedicated in 1910

Bottom picture: 1940’s Grange display.

 GLANDORF
 WAREHOUSE INC .

 9483 Road 13
 Ottawa, O H  45875
 419-538-6010

 We Have Many Services 
 To Offer The Farmer

day Night
- Putnam Possibilities on 

Wednesday night that offers 
youth with disabilities the 
opportunity to show a goat 
at the Fair. 

- Style Review for 4-H 
Exhibitors

- Bred & Fed - Exhibitors 
showcase animals that they 
purchased from breeders 
within Putnam County

- Saturday night offer the 
Demo Derby

- Harness Racing on 
Tuesday and Wednesday

- Junior Livestock shows 
Monday through Thursday

- Open Shows on Thurs-
day through Saturday

- Food Challenges every 
day of the week in the Event 
Center

- Country Star Playoffs 
in the Entertainment Tent 

 419-272-2245
 dimensionhardwoods.com

��

 Buyers of Standing Timber and  Cut Logs

 Edon, Ohio

 BACK ISSUE COUPON
 Please send me ___ copies of the

 Farmland News issue dated ___/___/___.
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 Farmland News Back Issues, PO Box 240, Archbold OH 43502-0240

 REAL ESTATE & AUCTION CO. LTD
 12062 Rd. M-10 • Ottawa, OH  419-538-6184

 Appraisals & Complete Auction Service

 Real Estate • Personal Chattels
 Farm Equipment • Construction

 Aaron Siefker,  Real Estate Broker/Auctioneer
 www.siefkerauctions.com

 SIEFKER
So, come one, come 

all to enjoy the fun at the (Continued on Page 11 ) (Continued on Page 8 )

MILESTONES
(Continued From Page 10)



12–Farmland News, Archbold, Ohio Tuesday,  June 9, 2026

Proud 
Supporters 

of 4-H 
and FFA!

419-576-2717

2026Fairs.crtr - Page 1 - Composite

“Putnam County Fair”!

Note: Farmland News 
would like to thank the Putnam 
County Historical Society, 
Putnam County Library and 
Putnam County  Fair Board 
for sharing this story. �

� FN

Putnam Possibilities

Little Kids Demo Derby

Opening Ceremonies - Ringing of the Bell

MILESTONES
(Continued From Page 11)

Grand Marshall Parade

Harness Racing

 203 N. Harrison
 Sherwood, OH

419-899-4000
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CLUES ACROSS
  1. Nocturnal S. American 
rodent
  5. Requesting
 11. Give temporarily
 12. Excitedness
 16. Armed Forces branch
 17. Actor Harris
 18. Middle Eastern capital
 19. Air hostesses
 24. Partner to “Pa”
 25. Percussion instrument
 26. Popular computers
 27. Reduce light
 28. Asian mountain range
 29. Every one of two or 
more
 30. Absence of difficulty
 31. A public announcement 
of a proposed marriage
 33. Whittles

 34. Impact
 38. Serviceman
 39. A French river
 40. Prehistoric people
 43. Messenger ribonucleic 
acid
 44. __ Clapton, musician
 45. Ancient Greek sophist
 49. Largest English dic-
tionary (abbr.)
 50. Singer Hansard
 51. A way to disentangle
 53. Atomic #93
 54. Manifesting approval
 56. Indigo bush
 58. Former AL MVP 
Vaughn
 59. Off-Broadway theater 
award
 60. Fencers
 63. Small Eurasian deer 

(pl.)
 64. Relating to passerine 
birds
 65. Arrange systematically
 
 CLUES DOWN
   1. Colorless fluid
  2. Of a main artery
  3. Photographer’s tool
  4. Blues Traveler hit “But 
__”
  5. Grew older
  6. Not the leader
  7. __ Lang (country singer)
  8. A driver’s license is one
  9. Nests of pheasants
 10. Wildebeests
 13. Equal to one quintillion 
bytes
 14. Japanese three-stringed 
lute

 15. Type of cat
 20. It cools your home
 21. The ancient Egyptian 
sun god
 22. Pouches
 23. German trigraph
 27. Form of Persian
 29. Measurement unit
 30. Body part
 31. Bridge building degree
 32. Indicates position
 33. Political action com-
mittee
 34. Snack food
 35. Front part of a quad-
ruped
 36. Locate
 37. Pitching statistic
 38. __, myself and I
 40. City in Utah
 41. They play in the 

trenches
 42. “Can’t Touch This” 
rapper __ Hammer
 44. Type of tree
 45. Performers
 46. Slang for mistake
 47. More open
 48. Most slick
 50. Needles
 51. University of Dayton
 52. Atomic #11
 54. Large fish of the mack-
erel family
 55. Not any
 57. __ and behold
 61. Popular sports high-
light show (abbr.)

 62. “The Great Lakes 
State”

 
Answers are on page 15
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by Gloria Yoder

Saying Good Bye

Some of you have fol-
lowed along as our family’s 
story has unfolded over the 
years, so you may already 
know about Birth Dad — 
the biological father of two 
children Daniel and I ad-
opted. 

Ours was not a compli-
cated relationship, but it was 
a real one, built slowly over 
time on a foundation of love 
for the children who bound 
our lives together. 

When I recently received 
word that he was failing and 
had been taken to the hospi-
tal in Vincennes, my heart 
knew what we needed to do.

We were on our way to 
the Vincennes hospital. 

I was wiping tears.
Birth Dad had a special 

place in our lives, especially 
since Daniel had gone home 
to heaven. 

I’ll never forget that first 
summer when Daniel’s 
birthday rolled around on 
August 28th, how I made an 
apricot pie for him. 

There was no way other 
than making one for him, 
and no one that I wanted to 
give it to. 

That is when I thought of 
Birth Dad. 

He is who ate that pie af-
ter my weary body rested 
from making Daniel’s rou-
tine birthday dishes of un-
derground ham casserole 
and apricot pie.

There was joy in my 
heart, yet I was maxed. 

My physical condition 
mirrored the mental stress 
of spending my first sum-
mer as a single mother with 
more needs than I could 
meet on my own.

There was a sense of re-
lief as I watched Birth Dad 
dig into that pie with a 
spoon his wife had brought 
to him.

Not everything was sim-
ple in his life; details of his 
younger years were rich 
with intensity as he told of 
being held at gunpoint in 
the middle of nowhere, and 
a call from his mom that 
saved his life.

From  a back  seat, one 
of the children who was 
aware that God sometimes 

uses birds to encourage me 
exclaimed, “Mom, a bird 
swooped down right next to 
our van.” 

I thanked him for telling 
me. 

As we neared the more 
busy part of town, memo-
ries of coming close to the 
hospital to see Daniel flood-
ed back.

We made our way to the 
third floor. 

I told the children to stay 
with Grandma in the wait-
ing room while I went in 
to see if he was ready for 
guests. 

How my heart was 
touched as I met with sev-
eral of his children whom I 
had never seen before. 

After greeting them, I 
shuffled my way to Birth 
Dad’s side. 

I spoke to him, telling 
him who I was. 

A tear came to his eye, 
which was the only sign of 
him hearing me. 

How deep it went — how 
memories flooded back of 
the time I was at Daniel’s 
side during his last hours in 
that great big hospital: pain-
ful, but oh so precious! 

I spoke to him of how 
close he is to heaven and 
how much he has meant to 
us. 

I knew today would like-
ly be the last chance for me 
to see him. 

It was too precious for 
words; God was in the 
midst, and it was evident 
that he could hear us when 
we spoke. 

The family granted per-
mission for me to bring the 
children in to see him. 

In a few minutes we 
were gathered by his bed-
side where we sang songs, 
prayed, wiped tears, and 
took turns talking to him.

After some time, his 
other children offered that 
we could have some time 
alone with him, which we 
accepted. 

At one point the children 
headed down to the cafete-
ria with Josh, who had also 
come with us.

I looked at this dear old 
man, ready to bid this world 
goodbye. 

At 67 years old he had 

faced much in his time, 
and I knew how burdened 
he was over the children he 
had adopted out to us, es-
pecially since Daniel was 
gone and he could not be 
there for them. 

I took the opportunity to 
tell him how God is caring 
for us and how Hosanna 
heard an audible voice some 
time ago as God promised 
His provision to her. 

At this, a tear came to his 
eye. 

As I spoke there was an 
obvious effort to respond; I 
assured him that I know he 
can hear, and it’s okay. 

I was amazed as I saw 
him relax, his breathing be-
coming more spaced out.

A song came to my mind 
which has become precious 
to me over the past several 
years: “Exceeding, abun-
dantly above all ye ask or 
think, that’s what He’ll do 
for you...” 

When the last notes fad-
ed, I sang another favorite 
which we had sung as Dan-
iel drew his last breaths. 

God seemed so close as I 
sang the words, “And when 
death within you lies, you 
must cross the great divide, 
if you have Jesus on your 
side, there’ll be a deep set-
tled peace in your soul.” 

Instead of singing the 
chorus after the verse like 
I always have, I stopped, 
sensing that song to be fin-

ished. 
I turned to the nurse and 

asked, “Is he still with us?” 
Using her stethoscope, 

she checked for a heartbeat. 
“I think he’s gone.”
Floodgates opened. 
I wept in awe to the great 

God of heaven who allowed 
me to be by the side of my 
children’s father when he 
drew his last breath. 

The kind nurses were a 
blessing and let me cry it 
out. 

One said she had known 
him for quite some time. 

After five or ten minutes 
the other siblings came into 
the room, shocked to see he 
was gone. 

Together we wept. 
Soon I told them I’d give 

them some space, before I 
made my way down to the 
main floor where I simply 
explained to the children 
what had just happened.

It was an intense day for 
all of us, yet the hand of 
God was in it all. 

This morning — though 
I had forgotten about it until 
tonight — my dad had told 
me God is able to do ex-
ceeding abundantly above 
all that we ask or think. 

Then as Birth Dad was in 
the last minutes of his life, 
that song came to my mind. 

Surely God has done ex-
ceeding abundantly above 
all that we asked or thought, 
and He it is who will always 

keep those who trust in 
Him!

We’ll finish up here with 
a recipe he liked when 
I’d make it for him:  ba-
nana cream pie.

Banana Cream Pie
1 baked pie shell
1-2 bananas, sliced
2 cups whipped topping
Filling:
3-2/3 cups milk, divided
2 tablespoons butter
1 cup white sugar or 

sweetener of your choice
3 eggs yolks
1/4 cup flour
1/4 cup cornstarch or 

clear-jell
1 teaspoon vanilla
1/4 teaspoon salt

Heat 3 cups milk  til scald-
ed. 

Whip remaining ingredi-
ents together, then stir into 
hot milk, bring to a boil. 
Cool.

Place  banana  slices into 
the bottom  of baked  pie 
shell. 

Spread filling over the 
slices then top with whipped 
topping. 

Of desired, place remain-
ing banana slices on top just 
before serving.

Readers may write Glo-
ria with culinary or cultural 
questions at:  Gloria Yoder, 
10510 E. 350th Avenue, Flat 
Rock, IL 62427.             FN

 Recipe Of The Week

 Rhubarb Impossible Pie

 Grease a 10-inch pie plate.
 Place rhubarb into the pie plate.
 In a blender, blend eggs, Bisquick, melted butter, salt, cinnamon, 

 nutmeg, sugar, vanilla and milk for 3 minutes until smooth.
 Pour the custard over the rhubarb.
 In a small bowl, mix the streusel ingredients together until 

 crumbly; then fold in the walnuts.
 Sprinkle topping over the pie.
 Bake at 375 degrees for 45-55 minutes or until set in the center.
 If the top browns too quickly, cover with foil.

 3 cups chopped rhubarb
 3 eggs
 1/2 cup Bisquick
 3 tablespoons butter, melted
 1/4 teaspoon salt
 1 teaspoon cinnamon
 1/4 teaspoon nutmeg
 1-1/4 cups sugar

 1 teaspoon vanilla extract
 1 cup milk
 Streusel Topping:
 2 tablspoons cold butter
 1/2 cup Bisquick
 1/4 cup brown sugar
 1/2 teaspoon cinnamon
 1/4 cup chopped walnuts

 This recipe is from Mary Schroll, McComb, Ohio

 **See classified wanted ad on page 16.**

 Tell Our Advertisers
 You Saw Their Ad 

 In Farmland  News!
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by Slim Randles

411 West Main Street, Montpelier, OH
51 South Howell Street, Hillsdale, MI

419-485-5588
www.facklermonument.com

Largest Indoor Display in the Tri-State Area
MONDAY - FRIDAY • 8AM - 5PM    SATURDAY • BY APPOINTMENT

• Monuments
• Cremation Products
• Vases & Urns
• Mausoleums
• Rock Lettering
• Address Markers
• Pet Markers

“Wonder what the count 
is today,” said Herb. “Sure 
is hot.”

We sipped simultaneous-
ly, as is our wont, and stared 
at our friend.

“What count would that 
be?” asked Steve.

“The btu count, of 
course,” said Herb.

“Those are British ther-
mal units, you know. 

It’s how heat is measured.”
Leave it to Herb. 
There doesn’t appear 

to be any coffee-drinking 
topic that Herb can’t make 
completely obscure.

“I was just getting used 
to the difference between 
Fahrenheit and Celsius,” 
our cowboy, Steve, said. 

“I always eat my Celsius 

with peanut butter on it,” 
said Doc.

“Doc made a joke!” came 
the coffee-counter chorus. 

That was unusual be-
cause Doc was considered 
by most of us as the chief 
justice of the supreme court 
of darn near everything be-
cause of all the initials after 
his name. 

Windy Wilson got up 
slowly and stiffly, walked 
over to the phone sitting on 
the cashier’s counter, and 
dialed a number. 

He nodded and came 
back to the other members 
of the world dilemma think 
tank.

“97,” he said, taking a sip, 
“97 what?”
“Degrees. 

Right now. 
Outside. 
According to that girl’s 

voice on the hotline number 
I called.”

“Fahrenheit?”
“Don’t know,” Windy said.
“Kelvin?”
“Kelvin who?”
“Rankine?”
“She didn’t say.
Just a recordin’ on the 

phone, you know…”
“Number of British ther-

mal units?”
“I don’t care how they do 

it in Britain,” Windy said. 
“Hotter right here, any-

way.”
“Might be Celsius,” said 

Herb.
Doc looked up from the 

depths of his coffee, “Not 
without peanut butter it 
isn’t.”

Some onlookers just en-
joy a short stack and try to 
figure out what we’re talk-
ing about. 

It could become a pas-
sion or trend or something.

Looking at the ther-
mometer? When igno-
rance is bliss, ‘tis folly to 
be wise.

 Answers for Crossword
Puzzle page 12

 
SOLUTIONS ACROSS
  1. PACA
  5. ASKING
 11. LOAN
 12. GIDDINESS
 16. ARMY
 17. ED
 18. DUBAI
 19. STEWARDESSES
 24. MA
 25. MARACA
 26. MACS
 27. DIM
 28. ALAY
 29. EACH
 30. EASE
 31. BANNS
 33. PARES
 34. AFFECT
 38. MARINE
 39. LOIRE
 40. OLMEC
 43. MRNA
 44. ERIC
 45. ABAS
 49. OED
 50. GLEN
 51. UNCOIL
 53. NP
 54. COMMENDATO-

RY
 56. DALEA
 58. MO
 59. OBIE
 60. SWORDSMEN
 63. ROES
 64. OSCINE
 65. SORT
 
SOLUTIONS DOWN
  1. PLASMA
  2. AORTAL

  3. CAMERA
  4. ANYWAY
  5. AGED
  6. SIDEMAN
  7. KD
  8. ID
  9. NIDES
 10. GNUS
 13. EB
 14. SAMISEN
 15. SIAMESE
 20. AC
 21. RA
 22. SACS
 23. SCH
 27. DARI
 29. EN
 30. EAR
 31. BCE
 32. AT
 33. PAC
 34. ALMONDS
 35. FOREPAW
 36. FIND
 37. ERA
 38. ME
 40. OREM
 41. LINEMEN
 42. MC
 44. ELM
 45. ACTORS
 46. BOOBOO
 47. AIRIER
 48. SLYEST
 50. GOADS
 51. UD
 52. NA
 54. CERO
 55. NONE
 57. LO
 61. SC
 62. MI
  

Metro Creative
Connection

 Tell Our Advertisers
 You Saw Their Ad 

 In Farmland  News! E-mail: Members@FarmlandNews.com

 Farmland News Recipes 
 P.O. Box 240

 Archbold, Ohio 43502

OUR 
RECIPE OF THE WEEK

BOX IS GETTING
VERY LOW ON 

RECIPES!!!

Be sure to send a few extra recipes 
along for our 

Reader’s Recipes. 
We can always use extra recipes.

Do you have a 
Favorite Recipe

that you would like to 
share with our readers 
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 FIREARMS, AMMO, 
 FISHING, COINS, TOOL 

 AUCTION
 Saturday, June 27 ,  2026 @ 10am.

 Held At Whalen Auction Bldg.
 8020 Manore Rd., Neapolis, OH

 (gps Grand Rapids 43522)
 130+ Firearms:   High Quality Firearms!! Includes 11 Colt 
 Diamond Back, Python & Cobra;  80+ lots of ammo,  3 
 pocket watches; coins;   Fishing, Hunting, Tools & More:
 Push mower; yard & hand tools; deer mounts; antlers; 
 fishing poles, reels & more; see  whalenauction.com  for 
 more information, list & photos! 
 TERMS:  Cash or check w/I.D., 3% processing fee on all 
 cards. Lunch by Sandy’s.  Preview:  Mon-Fri from 8am-
 4pm.  Firearms on display day of auction only.  Out-of-
 state buyers require a FFL transfer.

    AUCTIONEERS:  John & Jason Whalen, 
 Mike Murry , George Bly

 419-875-6317  
 Information herein deemed reliable but not guaranteed.

 AUCTION
 Antiques- L amps- A rtglass- C ollectibles

 Friday, June 26, 2026 @ 10am
 Held At Whalen Auction Bldg.

 8020 Manore Rd., Neapolis, O H
 ( gps  Grand Rapids 43522)

 ANTIQUE FURNITURE:    Includes   Oak-china cabinet, 2-
 secretary desks, wardrobe, slant front desk, book shelf; 
 exceptionally nice Sellers kitchen cabinet; mahogany 
 desk; Eskimo 20” ice box; wicker baby cradle; pair gold 
 chairs; chrome bird cage; child’s & doll furniture; walnut 
 clock w/embossed face and pendulum;  LAMPS, POTTERY  & 
 GLASSWARE :   Artglass incl.  Labino & Baker;  20+ Mark 
 Matthews marbles;   Handel, stem, finger & miniature 
 lamps; general store lamp; cranberry hobnail hanging 
 lamp; hall lamp; pink satin dresser lamps; 16 Staffordshire 
 hen on nests & 1 duck; Weller, Rookwood & Owen’s 
 pottery; pie birds; planters peanut jar & dishes; Fenton, 
 RS Prussia, Royal Bayreuth, rose tapestry, Depression, 
 Carnival, Heisey, hand painted glass; Hummels; child 
 dishes; perfume bottles;  PRIMITIVES,  ARTWORK & 
 MISC:   Match holders; butter churns; Golden Rule coffee 
 grinder; brass, copper, wood & cast iron items; bells; 
 banks; 4 Steiff bears; Sterling nut dish; toothpick holders; 
 Zenith radio; bottles; linens; hand mixers; dolls; leather 
 vice; 2 saddles; harp; Vale safe; signed Clark chalk; dog & 
 cat prints; doll clothing; 35+ crockery bowls & jugs; 
 primitive barn door; green canister sets; plus more! 

 See  whalenauction.com  for more information.
 TERMS:  Cash or check w/I.D., 3% processing fee on 
 credit cards. Lunch by Sandy’s. Preview Mon-Fri from 
 8am-3pm.  Order of sale:  Labino, Baker & Mark Matthews 
 @ 12noon.

     AUCTIONEERS:  John & Jason Whalen,
  Mike Murry , George Bly

 419-875-6317 
 Information herein deemed reliable but not guaranteed.

 PUBLIC AUCTION
 Sunday, June 21, 2026 @ 10:00 A M

 LOCATED AT:  Dan Baker Residence 
 19240 Co. Rd. J, Wauseon, OH 43567

 Household, Furniture, Glassware, Appliances, Antiques, 
 Shop Tools, Tractor Parts IH, 44 Bales 1st Cutting Hay & 

 Much More!                          Terms:  Cash  or  Check.
 Pics On Auctionzip.com 

 Estate  of  Shirley Baker
 Auctioneer/Realtor 

 Dan Baker • 419-260-8546

 WANTED
 Recipe for

  old fashioned 
 mincemeat pie 

 filling.
 Send to:

 Farmland News
 PO Box 240

 Archbold, OH 43502

FOR SALE
1-horse buggy with top.

419-592-5440

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

OTTAWA OHIO AUCTION 
___________________ 

FARM EQUIPMENT CONSIGNMENTS  
>>>> WANTED <<<< 

Call Us with your Full Line or Quality Excess Equipment!! 
 
 
 

SATURDAY * AUGUST 22, 2026 ~ 9:00 AM Sharp! 
AUCTION LOCATION: @ 12062 Rd. M-10 OTTAWA, OH 45875 

 
 
 
 

Managed by: 

SIEFKER REAL ESTATE & AUCTION CO. LTD  
OTTAWA, OH 

AARON SIEFKER (419)538-6184 Office (419)235-0789 Cell 
Loader Tractor for Loading & Unloading  *  Hauling Available 

Licensed by the Department of Agriculture      
Online @  www.siefkeauctions.com  

 
 

QUALITY CONSIGNMENTS WANTED  
FOR FARM EQUIPMENT AUCTION 

*You MUST PRE-REGISTER your items to be in the auction! 
Please call the office to register @ 419-538-6182 

“Space is limited! WE FILL UP FAST” 
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 Get Things 
 Moving

 With A Classified!

 FARMLAND 
 NEWS

 419-445-9456
 888-445-9456

 FAX: 419-445-4444
 Ads@FarmlandNews.com

 Excess 
 Baggage 

 Weighing You 
 Down?

**************


